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Contribution to Draft guidelines on Disability-based violence
Comment / proposal to paragraph 14:  Please clarify that disability-based violence must be understood in relation to the impairments of persons with disabilities and the specific vulnerabilities arising from them, including situations where exposure to environmental conditions results in harm because of a person's impairment, irrespective of whether such conditions are widespread, normalized or generally regarded as harmless, and irrespective of whether the resulting vulnerabilities are readily apparent.
To this end, in the second sentence, after
“Acts or omissions that result in harm or suffering for persons with disabilities because they are persons with disabilities and for persons associated with them constitute disability-based violence”
add
“including harm arising from vulnerability related to impairment, irrespective of whether such vulnerability is readily apparent.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 16: Please ensure that the scope of disability-based violence includes exposure to harmful environmental substances.
To this end, in the second sentence after 
“It includes reputational harm, cyber stalking” 
insert
“, exposure to environmental substances that are harmful to persons with disabilities in light of their impairment”
before
“and all forms of violence conducted or facilitated by information technologies and in the digital sphere, and violence and neglect in the context of armed conflict, disasters and other emergencies.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 18: Please clarify that gender bias and disbelief contribute to and perpetuate disability-based violence.
To this end, replace the sentence
“Stereotyping based on the intersection of gender and disability, women with disabilities may face barriers when such as disbelief and dismissal by the police, prosecutors and courts.”
with
“Stereotyping based on the intersection of gender and disability may contribute to or result in disability-based violence, including through disbelief and dismissal when reporting violence by the police, prosecutors and courts. Such responses may perpetuate harmful conditions, impede access to protection and justice, and reinforce the invisibility and under-recognition of violence against women and girls with disabilities, including where violence arises from impairment-related vulnerabilities that remain insufficiently recognized due to gender bias.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 32: Please clarify that failure to recognize and address impairment-related vulnerabilities is a factor that contributes to and perpetuates disability-based violence.[footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2] [footnoteRef:3] [1:  See Yousufzai, S. J., Psaradellis, E., Peris, R., & Barakat, C. (2025). A Qualitative Exploration of Policy, Institutional, and Social Misconceptions Faced by Individuals with Multiple Chemical Sensitivity. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health; https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph22091383]  [2:  See Molot, J., Sears, M., & Anisman, H. (2023). Multiple chemical sensitivity: It’s time to catch up to the science. Neuroscience & Biobehavioral Reviews; https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neubiorev.2023.105227]  [3:  See Wagner, H., & Klaschka, U. (2025). Forced isolation by invisible barriers: International survey on the effects of fragrances on the quality of life. Environmental Sciences Europe; https://doi.org/10.1186/s12302-025-01259-7] 

To this end, at the end of the list, add the following subparagraph:
“(p) Failure to recognize and address impairment-related vulnerabilities, including where conditions that may result in harm because of the impairments of persons with disabilities are normalized or regarded as harmless, leading to the dismissal of resulting harm and the absence of appropriate protection. Such risks may be heightened where impairments or resulting vulnerabilities are not readily apparent and where the experiences of persons with disabilities, in particular women and girls with disabilities, are disbelieved, minimized or dismissed.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 33: Please clarify that disability-based violence may also arise in the context of exposure to environmental substances, including in everyday settings.
To this end, after
“The risk and impact of violence against persons with disabilities is exacerbated by social, economic, cultural”
insert
“, environmental health-related”
before
“and other factors particularly in contexts where persons with disabilities are isolated or separated from the community, or where they are placed in marginalized or vulnerable positions.”

To this end, after
“These include institutional settings, situations of displacement or migration -including temporary arrangements like refugee and internally displacement camps, humanitarian emergencies and armed conflicts, as well as the settings of everyday life, such as schools, physicians’ offices, family and care settings, and online spaces”
add
“including exposure to environmental substances.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 44: Please clarify that disability-related caregiving abuse also encompasses situations where persons with disabilities are not protected from, or are exposed to, environmental conditions that are harmful in light of their impairment.
To this end, after 
“Through deliberate intention or gross neglect, perpetrators of disability-related caregiving abuse have been found to deny personal assistance or care, deprive the victim of necessities for self-care such as first aid or sanitary products or even food, damage or limit use of medical/adaptive equipment, “
insert
“expose them to airborne chemicals that are harmful to them due to their impairment”
before
“or deny or delay their access to medical care.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 63: Please clarify that persons with disabilities experience disability-based bullying through intentional exposure to environmental substances that are harmful in light of their impairment.
To this end, in the second sentence beginning with 
“Examples include being accused of faking a disability, purposeful physical obstruction of wheelchair use, “
insert
“intentionally exposing a person with chemical sensitivities to harmful airborne substances that compromise breathing, such as tobacco smoke or fragrance chemicals,“
before
“and theft of cosmetic aids.” 
Comment / proposal to paragraph 77: Please clarify that violence in healthcare settings may also arise from environmental conditions that are harmful to persons with disabilities in light of their impairment. [footnoteRef:4] [footnoteRef:5] [4:  See Wagner, H., & Klaschka, U. (2025). Forced isolation by invisible barriers: International survey on the effects of fragrances on the quality of life. Environmental Sciences Europe; https://doi.org/10.1186/s12302-025-01259-7]  [5:  See Steinemann, A., & Klaschka, U. (2019). Exposures and effects from fragranced consumer products in Germany. Air Quality, Atmosphere & Health; https://doi.org/10.1007/s11869-019-00770-0] 

To this end, after:
“Physicians have been found to portray persons with disabilities as entitled and burdensome for communicating their accessibility requirements and refuse to purchase accessible exam equipment because, in their view, only a small minority of their patient panels require accommodations.”
add the following sentence:
“This includes situations where exposure to harmful airborne substances renders healthcare settings inaccessible or unsafe in interaction with impairment.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 78: Please recognize that gender bias in medicine and lack of gender-responsive approaches to environmental health heighten vulnerability to violence and abuse in healthcare settings.
To this end, after
“Health professionals are also known to perpetrate violence in medical settings, for instance by depriving persons with disabilities of their assistive devices. Institutionalization, disability stereotypes,”
insert
“gender bias in medicine and lack of gender-responsive approaches to environmental health,”
before
“substitute decision-making, lack of measures to ensure free and informed consent continues to heighten vulnerability of persons with disabilities to violence and abuse in healthcare settings.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 87: Please clarify that diagnostic overshadowing may also occur in situations where symptoms resulting from environmental exposure are misattributed to a pre-existing or assumed impairment or condition.
To this end, after 
“Health professionals are prone to diagnostic overshadowing, or the act of incorrectly attributing a patient’s signs and symptoms to an assumed pre-existing disability or condition, rather than to the actual cause of disease”
add
“, including where there is a failure to recognize exposure to environmental substances as the cause of harm.”
Comment / proposal to paragraph 106:  Please clarify that State protection obligations extend to overlooked forms of harm arising from conditions widely considered harmless.
To this end, after 
“The Convention also requires States parties to take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social, educational and other measures to protect persons with disabilities, both within and outside home, from all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse, including their gender-based aspects (art. 16 (1))”
add
“, as well as where harm arises from conditions that are generally considered neutral but may become harmful in interaction with impairment.”
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