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Paragraph 14
Comment
The Fondation Jérôme Lejeune welcomes the Committee's comprehensive definition of disability-based violence.
The Foundation recommends explicitly recognizing that disability-based violence may also arise through discriminatory denial or unequal provision of healthcare, where persons with disabilities are denied appropriate diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitation or reasonable accommodation because of disability-related prejudice.
Suggested addition
"Disability-based violence may also include discriminatory denial of healthcare, unequal standards of medical treatment, or discriminatory assumptions concerning the quality or value of the lives of persons with disabilities that result in physical or psychological harm."

Paragraph 18
Comment
The Foundation welcomes the recognition of the interaction between gender-based violence and disability-based violence.
Women and girls with intellectual disabilities frequently experience multiple barriers when seeking protection, including inaccessible reporting procedures, disbelief by authorities and insufficient communication support.
The Committee may wish to emphasize the need for cognitive accessibility throughout protection and justice mechanisms.

Paragraph 20
Comment
The Foundation supports the recognition of disability stigma and ableism as factors contributing to violence.
The Foundation recommends expanding this paragraph by recognizing that stereotypes portraying persons with intellectual disabilities as incapable of making decisions, unreliable witnesses or incapable of exercising autonomy further increase their vulnerability to abuse and neglect.

Paragraph 21
Comment
The Foundation welcomes the discussion concerning coercive medical practices.
Healthcare professionals should receive specialized training on the rights, dignity and equal worth of persons with disabilities, including persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with Down syndrome, in order to prevent discriminatory medical practices and ensure respect for free and informed consent.

Paragraph 26
Comment
The Foundation strongly supports efforts to prevent forced sterilization and other coercive interventions.
The Foundation recommends reinforcing this paragraph by emphasizing that all reproductive health decisions affecting women and girls with disabilities must respect their dignity, autonomy, free and informed consent and access to appropriate support for decision-making.

Paragraphs 27–31
Comment
The Foundation welcomes the attention given to institutionalization and violence.
Many persons with intellectual disabilities living in institutions continue to experience neglect, social isolation, denial of healthcare, lack of individualized support and restrictions on community participation.
The Committee may wish to recognize that preventing violence also requires strengthening family support, community-based services and individualized assistance that prevent unnecessary institutional placement.

Paragraph 32
Comment
The Foundation recommends expressly recognizing violence occurring within healthcare settings.
Persons with disabilities frequently report:
· delayed diagnosis;
· unequal treatment;
· denial of pain management;
· lack of reasonable accommodation;
· inaccessible communication;
· diagnostic overshadowing.
These practices may expose individuals to serious physical and psychological harm.

Paragraph 35
Comment
The Foundation welcomes the recognition that institutionalization disproportionately affects women and girls with disabilities.
The Foundation recommends emphasizing that girls and women with intellectual disabilities are particularly exposed to neglect, sexual violence, exploitation and restrictions on privacy because of dependency relationships and communication barriers.

Paragraph 40
Comment
The Foundation strongly supports the recognition of violence experienced by children with disabilities within educational settings.
The Foundation recommends emphasizing that inclusive education constitutes an important safeguard against violence, social isolation and institutional abuse by promoting participation, autonomy and social inclusion from an early age.

Paragraph 42
Comment
The Foundation recommends adding that all professionals working in residential services, healthcare and social care should receive mandatory training concerning:
· prevention of violence;
· communication with persons with intellectual disabilities;
· informed consent;
· safeguarding;
· recognition of abuse;
· reporting obligations.
Such training should be developed in consultation with persons with disabilities and organizations representing them.

Paragraphs 43–46
Comment
The Foundation welcomes the attention devoted to violence occurring within families.
Families caring for persons with disabilities often require greater practical, psychological and financial support.
Strengthening family support services, respite care and community assistance can contribute significantly to preventing neglect, caregiver burnout and situations that increase the risk of violence.

Paragraphs 47–49
Comment
The Foundation supports the Committee's attention to violence against women with disabilities.
The Committee may also wish to recognize that women with intellectual disabilities frequently experience heightened barriers in identifying abusive relationships because of limited access to accessible information, sexuality education and independent support services.
States Parties should therefore ensure accessible information, adapted communication and individualized support to strengthen prevention.

Reporting mechanisms
Comment
Throughout the Guidelines, the Foundation recommends emphasizing that reporting mechanisms should be cognitively accessible.
This includes:
· Easy Read information;
· simplified complaint procedures;
· supported communication;
· trained communication intermediaries where appropriate;
· accessible hotlines;
· accessible digital reporting platforms.
Without cognitive accessibility, many survivors with intellectual disabilities remain unable to report violence effectively.

Data collection
Comment
The Foundation recommends encouraging States Parties to collect disaggregated data concerning disability-based violence affecting persons with intellectual disabilities.
Reliable information should include:
· type of violence;
· setting;
· age;
· sex;
· disability category;
· relationship with perpetrator;
· access to justice;
· outcomes of investigations.
Such data are essential for evidence-based policies and effective prevention.
General observation
The Fondation Jérôme Lejeune warmly welcomes the preparation of these Guidelines and supports the Committee's efforts to strengthen protection against disability-based violence.
The Foundation believes that the Guidelines would be further strengthened through greater recognition of violence affecting persons with intellectual disabilities, particularly within healthcare settings, institutions and family environments; by reinforcing cognitive accessibility throughout reporting and justice mechanisms; by strengthening safeguards for free and informed consent; by promoting comprehensive professional training; and by encouraging robust data collection to inform prevention strategies. These additions would further reinforce the effective implementation of Articles 5, 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19 and 25 of the Convention.

image1.jpg
FONDATION

Jerdme Lejeune

chercher, soigner, défendre





