Organization: Empowered By Us
Contribution to the zero draft on disability-based violence
Comment/proposal to paragraph 20:
Please add the following paragraph after paragraph 20:
“The Committee further recognizes that disability-based violence is frequently preceded and sustained by processes of social marking, objectification and dehumanization. Social marking occurs when persons with disabilities are publicly identified, singled out or reduced to their actual or perceived impairment, resulting in heightened scrutiny, commentary, curiosity, ridicule, fear or other forms of differential treatment. Ableism is also perpetuated through cultural, media and entertainment practices that portray persons with disabilities as objects of ridicule, amusement, curiosity or spectacle. Such processes position persons with disabilities as socially distinct from, rather than equal to, others and may normalize behaviours that would otherwise be regarded as unacceptable, including harassment, exploitation, humiliation, unwanted physical contact, invasive questioning and other forms of violence. Social marking, objectification and disability-based stigma contribute to environments in which violence, exploitation and abuse become tolerated, minimized or rendered invisible. States parties should therefore recognize and address social marking, objectification, dehumanization and disability-based stigma as contributing factors within the continuum of disability-based violence.”
Rationale:
The draft identifies ableism and disability stigma as drivers of disability-based violence. However, it does not sufficiently address the social processes through which violence becomes normalized. Social marking provides an important explanatory framework for understanding how persons with disabilities come to be viewed as legitimate targets for differential treatment, harassment, exploitation and violence. Explicit recognition of these processes would strengthen the conceptual foundation of the guidelines and support more effective prevention strategies.
Comment/proposal to paragraph 68:
Please insert a new paragraph immediately after paragraph 68:
“Persons with disabilities may also be subjected to forms of commercial exploitation in which disability-related characteristics are used as the basis for humiliation, ridicule, objectification, degrading treatment, physical endangerment or public spectacle for entertainment purposes. Such practices may reinforce harmful stereotypes, normalize discrimination and expose persons with disabilities to degrading treatment, particularly where economic vulnerability limits genuine choice or where participation is conditioned upon the performance of disability-based stereotypes. States parties should take measures to prevent such exploitation and promote employment opportunities that respect the dignity, autonomy and equal worth of persons with disabilities.”
Rationale:
The draft addresses economic exploitation and forced labour but does not explicitly address commercial practices that profit from disability-based humiliation, objectification or stereotyping.
Comment/proposal to paragraph 99:
Please add a new subparagraph after paragraph 99(h):
“Persons with short stature may experience specific forms of disability-based violence arising from visibility, social stigma and objectification, including public humiliation, unwanted physical contact, non-consensual photography, harassment in public spaces, entertainment-based exploitation and persistent stereotyping that undermines their dignity, autonomy and equal participation in society.”
Rationale:
The draft appropriately recognizes disability-specific forms of violence affecting certain groups, including persons with albinism. Persons with short stature also experience distinct and recurring forms of disability-based violence that warrant recognition.
