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Contribution to the Zero Draft on Disability-based Violence
3. Draft Guidelines on identifying and addressing disability-based violence.


Organization: Commission on Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence - MALTA

Proposal to paragraph 11: “It has observed that discrimination on the basis of disability in its intersection with other grounds, like age, migration status, gender or sex, heightens risks of violence against persons with disabilities, torture and ill treatment and trafficking.” 
To include sexual orientation as one of the grounds 

Proposal to paragraph 13: “It has also observed that institutionalization leads to multiple forms of violence and ill treatment” –

Specify the types of violence;
• Psychological violence: Infantilization, dehumanizing them, neglecting them or their needs, manipulation.
• Physical violence: Hitting & assault, mobility related abuse, rough handling, sexual violence"

Proposal to paragraph 17: “factors that cause persons to be perceived different from-and subordinate to the overall community, including factors such as age, sex, gender, migrant or refugee status, belonging to an ethnic, religious, or linguistic minority group, and the like.” 
 As one of the factors to also include sexuality 

Proposal to paragraph 21: “Prevalent concepts, such as therapeutic need, medical necessity, ‘best interest’ and misconceptions that people with disability are asexual  prompt disability-based coercive measures, including forced medication and forced treatment, usually in institutional settings where violence and ill treatment continue to be accepted, normalized and tolerated affecting their future especially if thinking about having children in the future”- to also add in the paragraph the misconceptions of disabled individuals as being a-sexual and thus eliminating future possibility of having children 


In the section V. Gaps in realising the right of persons with disabilities to be free from all forms of disability-based violence – 
Also include the:
· lack of data collected due to underreporting when it comes to violence vis-à-vis people with disability 
· Lack of awareness raising campaigns to educate the general public on people with disability which might help in shifting views of society overtime. 

Explicit recognition of coercive control as a form of domestic violence

The text describes many coercive control behaviours (isolation, surveillance, threats of institutionalization, controlling finances, restricting movement, controlling communication devices), but it does not clearly frame coercive control as a distinct pattern of domestic abuse. Possible addition:

Disability-based domestic violence frequently manifests through coercive control, whereby perpetrators use a pattern of domination and deprivation of autonomy rather than isolated incidents of physical violence. Such control may include restricting communication, surveillance, preventing access to support services, controlling assistive devices, medications, transport, personal assistance, finances, or threatening institutionalization.


Technology-facilitated abuse

The draft addresses online violence generally, but not sufficiently in the context of intimate partner violence.

What is largely missing is an explicit recognition that perpetrators may use technology to:
· monitor and track survivors; 
· control communications with support networks; 
· restrict access to online banking or disability benefits; 
· monitor assistive technologies; 
· misuse smart-home devices; 
· impersonate survivors online; 
· control access to telehealth, support services, or emergency assistance.

Suggestion to adding language either:
· under Section B (Home and family violence) (paras. 43–46), 
· under Section C (Spousal abuse/intimate partner violence) (paras. 47–48), or 
· cross-referencing those sections in Section N (Online violence) (paras. 88–89)

Disability-specific reproductive coercion
Forced sterilization, forced contraception and forced abortion are covered extensively. 
However, GBV frameworks increasingly recognize reproductive coercion more broadly, including:
· Sabotaging contraception. 
· Pressuring a woman to become pregnant. 
· Pressuring termination of pregnancy. 
· Controlling access to reproductive healthcare. 
· Exploiting guardianship arrangements to control reproductive decisions. 

· An explicit section would strengthen the analysis.

Accessible domestic violence services
The draft discusses barriers to justice, but there is limited attention to barriers in GBV response systems themselves.
Potential additions:
· Inaccessible shelters and refuges. 
· Lack of sign language interpretation. 
· Lack of accessible crisis hotlines. 
· Lack of personal assistance in shelters. 
· Refusal to accommodate women with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities. 
· Refusal to admit women with children requiring disability-related support. 

-This is a major issue globally and is central to Article 16 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Femicide and disability

The draft discusses severe violence but does not explicitly mention:
· Femicide. 
· Disability-related killings by partners, family members, or caregivers. 
· "Mercy killing" narratives sometimes used to justify homicide of women and girls with disabilities

· Given the intersectional focus, this deserves inclusion in the draft.
Section (O) Paragraph 99 (c):” intimidation, threats of violence, female genital mutilation, forced marriage, forced sterilization, forced abortion imposed by legal guardians, abandonment and distancing by their spouses,    
to add:   femicide, disability killings perpetrate by intimate partners, family members, caregivers or other persons in positions of trust.”
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