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To: 	United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)
From: 	One St. Martin Association (aka One SXM)
Date: 	November 7, 2025


Dear Sir(s)/Madam(s):
The One St. Martin Association (One SXM)[footnoteRef:1] congratulates the CERD for this First Draft and welcomes the opportunity to offer feedback. One SXM appreciates the meticulous seriousness to address all areas of the legacy of Slavery and colonization, as well as the attempts to seek redress.   [1:  One SXM is a pro-independence organization that represents the people of St. Martin, on all 37-square-miles of island still colonized by France and the Netherlands.] 

Not only were our ancestors kidnapped, trafficked, enslaved, and exploited by both the Dutch and French states during Transatlantic Chattel Slavery, but the underdevelopment of the St. Martin people is attributed directly to continued colonization of our island since formal Emancipation in 1848 and 1863 by the French and Dutch respectively. The United Nation’s call for decolonization a century later has not been heeded by either administering state. Instead, both states have sought to cloak their continued colonization in euphemisms like “overseas territories” and “autonomous countries” while the reality of colonialism has only intensified over the decades. 
CERD has justly drawn attention to the fact that “Denials of redress and reparations have continued into the present, even as governments compensated former slaveholders,” and the formal apologies by the Netherlands Prime Minister Mark Rutte in 2022 and Netherlands King Willem Alexander in 2023 are prime examples of this. One SXM requests that CERD also mention the Netherlands under point 21 in the “Historical Overview” section because the Netherlands also paid compensation to slaveholders in 1863 for “loss of property,” and reportedly used three different amounts for enslaved people in Suriname, Curacao, and St. Maarten based on their perceived value. 
In neither of the formal apologies issued by the Netherlands representatives did they make a commitment to non-repetition and reparations. Instead, the apologies were aimed at forgetting and moving on. We see this approach to “making the kingdom better” and working toward a “shared future” as further disrespect to our dignity, and it must be denounced by CERD, and more particularly because the remembrance initiatives that the Netherlands has undertaken since the apologies are being led by the Netherlands, the perpetrator of the crimes against our humanity. 
The continued colonization of our island is an impropriety based on the notion of inherent supremacy of Europeans to govern us, restricting economic, education, and other possibilities for the full and equal enjoyment of our human rights and fundamental freedoms, and further undermines our birthright to dignity and development as a Caribbean people of African descent. 
We, therefore, ask the Committee to instruct the Netherlands and France, as administering states, to acknowledge that their colonization of our island continues to have a negative effect on our people’s full development. We further seek the administering states’ commitment to remedy this injustice by completely decolonizing in the form of political independence and a commitment to full and effective reparations as a critical component to repairing the damage. 
On behalf of One SXM
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Dr. Rhoda Arrindell, President
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