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Call for Inputs
Joint statement on Enforced Disappearances in the context of transnational repression
The Committee on Enforced Disappearances (the Committee) and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (the Working Group) have decided to circulate a call for inputs with a view to issuing a joint statement on enforced disappearances in the context of transnational repression. 
At its 29th session (September 2025), the Committee adopted a concept note outlining the main objectives and possible scope of this initiative. During their annual joint meeting in September 2025, the Working Group and the Committee decided to pursue this work jointly. 
The Committee and the Working Group invite Member States, victims of enforced disappearance (namely any individual who has suffered harm as the direct result of an enforced disappearance), civil society organizations, national human rights institutions, United Nations entities and country teams, regional human rights mechanisms, academic institutions, and other interested stakeholders to submit written contributions by 31 January 2026. Contributions may be country-specific, regional or general in nature.
The Committee and the Working Group will consider the inputs received to prepare their joint statement on enforced disappearances in the context of transnational repression.
Background
According to an OHCHR briefing paper[footnoteRef:1], published in June 2025, “the term transnational repression denotes acts conducted or directed by a State, or its proxy, to deter, silence or punish dissent, criticism or human rights advocacy towards it, expressed from outside its territory. These acts often target civil society actors abroad, such as human rights defenders (HRDs), journalists, and whistle-blowers as well as their families or associates who remain in the repressing country. Non-state actors such as private companies and technology firms, criminal networks, private militia or paramilitary groups and media organizations, can also play a role in transnational repression, at the request or with the authorization, support or acquiescence of the repressing State.” [1:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/tools-and-resources/transnational-repression] 

Throughout their work, the Committee and the Working Group have received allegations and documented cases of enforced disappearances in the context of transnational repression. These include situations where State agents or their proxies abducted individuals abroad, concealed their fate or whereabouts, or facilitated their unlawful transfer to another State. Such cases affect inter alia the safety of human rights defenders, journalists, political opponents, students, refugees, and other individuals living in exile. 
These practices, that are not entirely new,[footnoteRef:2] gravely contravene international law, including the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED) and the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. They also violate the principles of State sovereignty, non-refoulement, and the prohibition of arbitrary detention. [2:  See the chapter on Enforced disappearances in the context of transnational transfers in the report of the Working Group A/HRC/48/57, 4 August 2021, paras. 38-60] 

The prohibition of enforced disappearance is absolute and non-derogable. It entails erga omnes obligations, binding all States to prevent, investigate, and punish such acts, wherever they occur. This includes States’ responsibility to ensure that their territory is not used to commit or facilitate such acts, and that State authorities are never implicated in any disappearance on other territories. Moreover, States are under an obligation to cooperate among them, affording one another the greatest measure of mutual legal assistance in connection with investigations and criminal proceedings brought in respect of enforced disappearances and in assisting victims of enforced disappearance and in searching for, locating and releasing disappeared persons and, in the event of death, in exhuming and identifying them and returning their remains. With this perspective in mind, the forms and patterns of enforced disappearances in the context of transnational repression require specific attention with the aim to identify adapted strategies of prevention and eradication.
Guiding questions
The Committee and the Working Group invite all stakeholders to contribute to their project of statement through inputs on the following questions:
1. How do enforced disappearances occur in the context of transnational repression, and which individuals are most at risk?
2. Which national, regional, or international laws, practices, or (bilateral) agreements contribute to or prevent such acts?
3. Which mechanisms exist—or are lacking—to ensure investigation, prosecution, and mutual legal assistance in cases of transnational enforced disappearances?
4. Which measures should States adopt to ensure effective protection, truth, justice, and reparation for victims and their relatives?
5. How can international organizations such as INTERPOL strengthen safeguards against misuse of their mechanisms?
6. Are there positive examples of domestic or international cooperation that have effectively prevented or addressed enforced disappearances in a transnational context?
Interested partners are invited to take the following points into account when preparing their contributions:
· Input can relate both to the host States where enforced disappearances in the context of transnational repression are committed, and to those States that have committed or allegedly committed such disappearances across borders. 
· Contributions can address all or part of the questions.

Submission of contributions
· Please send your input by 31 January 2026 to: ohchr-ced@un.org with the following subject line: “Call for Inputs – Enforced disappearances in the context of transnational repression”.
· Inputs may be submitted in English, French, or Spanish.
· Contributions should not exceed 7000 words and may include relevant documentation, case studies, or recommendations.
Please do not hesitate to circulate this invitation widely.
We look forward to receiving your contributions.
Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED)
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID)
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