[image: C:\Users\nomerza\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\VCR_RS_LOGO_ENG.JPG]	



Human Rights Ombudsman
Dunajska cesta 56
1000 Ljubljana
	





Ms. Juliette de Rivero
Chief, Universal Periodic Review Branch

Mr. Vladlen Stefanov
Chief, National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms Section

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Geneva

ohchr-nhri@un.org


Number: 0705-10/2026-3-112100
Date: 03. 03. 2026

Subject: Response to the Request for NHRI Best Practices in the 3rd and 4th UPR Cycles and Suggestions for the 5th UPR Cycle

Dear Ms. de Rivero,
Dear Mr. Stefanov,

The Human Rights Ombudsman of the Republic of Slovenia, accredited with A-status, has the pleasure to refer to your letter of 14 January 2026 regarding the preparation of the 5th cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and to submit the following contribution outlining our previous practices and suggestions for innovations for the 5th cycle, as requested.

Practices of the Human Rights Ombudsman of the Republic of Slovenia in the 3rd and 4th UPR Cycles
In both the 3rd and 4th UPR cycles, the Ombudsman submitted stakeholder reports to OHCHR for inclusion in the Summary of Stakeholder Information and attended UPR pre-sessions organised by UPR Info, delivering oral statements.
Recognising the strict word limitations of stakeholder submissions and the limited speaking time available during UPR pre-sessions, the Ombudsman additionally prepared a dedicated Information Paper specifically for diplomatic missions to supplement the information shared in the stakeholder submission and the oral presentation at the pre-session.
The Ombudsman also, upon request, provided further written clarifications and held online meetings with several diplomatic representatives.
During both cycles, the Ombudsman actively participated in meetings organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with civil society organisations and advocated for the meaningful and effective inclusion of civil society in the national UPR process.

In the 4th cycle, the Ombudsman also met separately with representatives of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs and provided substantive comments on the draft national report of Slovenia.

In the 3rd cycle, the Ombudsman actively participated in a session of the Inter-Ministerial Commission on Human Rights dedicated to the presentation and discussion of UPR outcomes.

Recognising the important role of civil society in the UPR process and the potentially limited knowledge of the UPR mechanism, in 2024 the Ombudsman prepared and disseminated a short practical guide entitled “How to Write a Submission for the Universal Periodic Review.”

The guidance explained the structure and functioning of the UPR mechanism and provided practical instructions on:
• Substantive content requirements and recommendations;
• Formatting and language requirements;
• Deadlines and applicable word limits;
• Technical submission procedures through the online UPR Submissions Registration System;
• Available OHCHR technical support contacts.
The guidance also directed stakeholders to relevant UN guidelines, engagement tips, and external resources (including UPR Info).

The guide was published on the Ombudsman’s website and proactively shared with non-governmental organisations to encourage informed and broader participation.

During both cycles, the Ombudsman observed limited participation of Slovenian civil society organisations in UPR pre-sessions in Geneva. In the 4th cycle, no Slovenian NGO attended the pre-session. Based on discussions with civil society representatives, financial constraints related to travel and accommodation were identified as the principal obstacle to participation.

Suggested Improvements Based on Previous Cycle Experience

Drawing on experience from the 3rd and 4th cycles, the Ombudsman respectfully proposes the following improvements:

To ensure broader and more inclusive engagement of civil society and NHRIs, consideration could be given to further developing hybrid participation modalities for UPR pre-sessions. Meaningful remote participation options would reduce financial barriers and enable wider stakeholder representation.

The current five-minute speaking limit for stakeholders during pre-sessions significantly restricts the comprehensive presentation of key issues. Consideration to extending the speaking time to allow more substantive engagement would be welcome.

The Human Rights Ombudsman of the Republic of Slovenia remains committed to supporting the effectiveness, inclusiveness, and impact of the UPR mechanism and stands ready to continue contributing constructively to the 5th cycle.

Respectfully,

                                                                        dr. Simona Drenik Bavdek
                                               Human Rights Ombudswoman
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