Universal Periodic Review: The Human Rights Defender’s Office of Armenia
	
The Government of Armenia established the National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting, and Follow-up by the Decision No. 1031-Ա[footnoteRef:1] of the Prime Minister of Armenia (November 18,2024), thus establishing a coordinated network of representatives drawn from the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The National Mechanism is composed of representatives from ministries and state bodies, including the Human Rights Defender’s Office of Armenia.  [1:  https://www.arlis.am/hy/acts/199909 ] 


The National Mechanism is mandated to:
1) Prepare and submit reports to United Nations human rights bodies, including treaty bodies and the Universal Periodic Review process.

2) Provide responses to individual complaints addressed by UN treaty bodies.

3) Reply to communications from UN Special Procedures—such as allegation letters, urgent appeals, and questionnaires—and facilitate their country visits.

4) Report to regional human rights monitoring mechanisms.

5) Monitor and ensure follow-up on recommendations issued by human rights bodies, including Special Procedures, treaty bodies, and the Universal Periodic Review.

6) Support and carry out the implementation of recommendations from human rights mechanisms.

	Subsequently, the digital tool, AI-NEMRA[footnoteRef:2] was launched, which is an online system that compiles and organizes human rights recommendations into a user-friendly, searchable database. It links institutions from the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, promoting a coordinated, government-wide approach to fulfilling Armenia’s international human rights commitments. The platform a)organizes and systematizes recommendations issued to Armenia by UN treaty bodies, UN Special Procedures, the Universal Periodic Review, and Council of Europe monitoring bodies, b) enhances inter-agency cooperation by providing a single digital space for streamlined access to information and cross-referencing, c) increases transparency and inclusiveness by making relevant information publicly available and fostering civil society engagement, d)advances open government and accountability by leveraging digital tools to strengthen Armenia’s commitment to human rights. [2:  https://ai-nemra.am/ ] 

	The Human Rights Defender participated in the inaugural meeting of the working group on the National Mechanism. The event was held ahead of the discussion of the national report for the 4th cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). Highlighting the importance of inter-agency cooperation, the Human Rights Defender participated in the parliamentary hearings initiated the Standing Committee on Protection of Human Rights and Public Affairs of the National Assembly, taking into consideration the fact that Armenia’s national report was to be reviewed during the fourth cycle of the UN Human Rights Council's UPR. 
	A discussion was also organized regarding the national report of Armenia, during which high-level representatives from state institutions, international organizations, such as the United Nations Office in Armenia, and civil society also participated. During the discussion, the draft report, its themes, structure, and key directions were presented.
	Additionally, the Human Rights Defender submitted the Defender’s Office’s for the Fourth Cycle of the Universal Periodic Review.  The themes covered reflected the priorities of the direction of the activities of the Human Rights Defender’s Office, which include the rights of persons with disabilities, the rights of the child, the rights of persons belonging to national minorities, the rights of LGBTI persons, and gender-based violence. Review of the implementation of recommendations made to Armenia regarding the National Human Rights Institution, and the activities of the National Preventive Mechanism and the fight against torture and ill-treatment was also referred to in the submission. The Human Rights Defender also submitted both a written and a video statement for the UPR adoption of Armenia during the 60th session of the Human Rights Council. 
	Armenia’s ratification of major international human rights conventions demonstrates a clear commitment at the international level. Through the UPR process, both the government and independent institutions such as the HRDO contribute to identifying gaps and proposing reforms. Still, one of the most important conventions aiming to prevent domestic violence, has not been ratified yet. In her constant public speeches, the Defender emphasized the importance of the ratification of Istanbul Convention. 
	The Government of the Republic of Armenia (RA) adopted a decree introducing amendments and supplements to the Law “On the Prevention of Domestic Violence, Protection of Persons Subjected to Domestic Violence, and Restoration of Family Solidarity,” which entered into force on July 1, 2024. The amendments provide a more precise title and clearer definitions, harmonizing the law with the provisions of the Criminal Code. The Criminal Code now establishes aggravating circumstances for gender-based violence and for violence committed by a family member or intimate partner. It also provides for substantial fines for failure to comply with protection orders. 
	To ensure a comprehensive approach to preventing domestic violence, improving statistical data collection, and enhancing reporting mechanisms, the Centralized System for Registering Domestic Violence Cases was launched in 2024 - https://dvs.mlsa.am/login. The data generated through this system will serve as a foundation for developing more targeted measures and strategic programs aimed at effectively addressing domestic violence. 






