New Zealand (Human Rights Commission)

UPR 3rd cycle / New Zealand's 2018 review

· At the UPR pre-session in December 2018, the Commission presented a statement and engaged with States’ Permanent Missions to the UN Office in Geneva. As a result, a large majority of the Commission’s 78 recommendations were reflected in the UNHRCs UPR Working Group’s draft report on New Zealand, including recommendations in new areas such as SOGIESC rights, climate change, business and human rights, and a national plan of action for the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).
· This indicates that the Commission’s submissions and pre-session advocacy work had a demonstrable impact and influence on the eventual UPR recommendations issued by the UNHRC UPR Working Group in January 2019.
· A UPR in country pre-session was held in October 2018 in Wellington, the first time an event of this kind has been held in New Zealand. The pre-session itself was moderated by UPR Info and attended by diplomatic representatives from 32 embassies who heard from, and had dialogue with, a panel of 13 civil society and NGOs covering a wide range of human rights issues. Around 60 civil society observers also attended and participated in an open session following the dialogue.  In the week leading up to the pre-session, UPR Info and the HRC carried out training sessions in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch to assist NGOs and civil society representatives to participate effectively in the pre-session process.
· The Commission produced a video statement by the Chief Commissioner to UNHRC for screening at the formal adoption of the UPR recommendations on New Zealand at the 41st session of UNHRC. The advance copy of the Government’s adoption statement to the Human Rights Council informed the Government’s position on each of the UPR recommendations. Out of the 194 recommendations, 160 were agreed and 34 noted.

UPR 4th cycle / New Zealand's 2024 review

· Following the success of the in-country pre-session in 2018, we held another pre-session in March 2024. Information about this session can be found here: https://tikatangata.org.nz/our-work/wellington-upr-presession-presentations-7-march-2024. Over 15 groups made presentations to diplomats on a range of issues.
· The UPR resulted in 259 wide-ranging recommendations for New Zealand, addressing key areas such as Te Tiriti and indigenous rights, redress and reparations for Royal Commission inquiries into historical abuses and the Christchurch terrorist attacks, inclusive education, and modern slavery legislation.
· The Commission had many meetings with diplomats in Geneva and with the NZ missions back in NZ in the lead up to the review.
· Information about the review can be found here https://tikatangata.org.nz/our-work/upr

Improvements:

· In New Zealand, the UPR mechanism is a useful tool that generally enjoys broad support across government and civil society groups that work in the international human rights monitoring space. The UPR process promotes scrutiny of the progressive realisation of peoples’ rights in New Zealand, and, when the state stalls or introduces measures which cause these rights to regress, the UPR provides a useful tool to monitor and track these changes. 
· We note that in 2021, the Government endorsed New Zealand’s Inter-Ministerial National Mechanism on human rights. The National Mechanism aims to improve agency cooperation and the consistency and effectiveness of international human rights reporting processes. It includes: a Governance Group of deputy chief executives of public sector agencies that lead work under international human rights treaties;  the Human Rights Monitor (https://humanrights.govt.nz), a web-based monitoring tool recording UN recommendations and tracking implementation progress; guidelines for public sector agencies on reporting, implementation and follow-up under international human rights mechanisms. All UPR recommendations from the 2024 review have been loaded into the online monitor, which is updated to show what actions have been taking to implement the recommendations.

· In general, the UPR process can be inaccessible for many people and communities and can be difficult to understand and engage with. Civil society engagement is often limited to organisations who are familiar with the process having participated previously and/or have the time and resourcing to engage. These barriers are compounded for Indigenous groups who wish to participate. 
· The mechanism could be further optimised for meaningful participation, by New Zealand and Pacific CSOs in particular, through greater opportunity for hybrid participation in the local time zone. The cost of travel to, and accommodation in, Geneva is prohibitively expensive for most New Zealand CSOs and those across the Asia Pacific region. The complexity of navigating the unfamiliar UN system is also a significant barrier. Better resourcing for creating simple, more easily accessible templates and guidance for participation, as well as virtual workshops that accommodate for regional time zones, would support better engagement from civil society organisations and communities. The Commission values the opportunity to participate in the Geneva pre-sessions. As an NHRI, the Commission does what it can to support civil society organisations to be involved in the UPR process however we are also constrained by our capacity and resourcing.  
