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The National Human Rights Commission of Korea(NHRCK) is submitting below information to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the NHRIs’ best practices for the 4th UPR cycle and suggestions for the 5th UPR cycle. 

The National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK) actively engaged throughout the entire UPR cycle, from the preparation stage to the follow-up phase. During the review, the NHRCK contributed to informing the international community about the human rights situation in the Republic of Korea and to facilitating the formulation of substantive recommendations through multiple channels, including the submission of an independent report, the provision of comments on the State report, prior coordination with civil society, and briefing sessions for diplomatic missions in the country. In particular, the coordination of presentation themes with civil society organizations ahead of the UPR Info Pre-session can be regarded as an example of formally structuring cooperation between an independent national institution and civil society.

During the implementation stage, the NHRCK continued to encourage the Government to accept and implement the recommendations and to develop implementation plans through various initiatives, including the issuance of a Chairperson’s statement, presentations at Government-hosted follow-up meetings, oral statement at the Human Rights Council, and the organization of panel discussions on implementation measures. Furthermore, in 2024 the scope of its activities expanded to include discussions on institutionalizing a National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow-up (NMIRF) to ensure the systematic implementation of recommendations from UN human rights mechanisms, including those arising from the UPR.

1. Engagement in the UPR Review
· (14 July 2022) NHRCK submitted its independent report on the fourth UPR review to the UN.
· (18 August 2022) NHRCK submitted its comments on the draft national report for the fourth UPR to the Ministry of Justice.
· The NHRCK encouraged the inclusion of issues reflecting the human rights challenges facing South Korean society since the third review, including digital rights and climate change, and recommended the participation and perspectives of the judiciary and the legislature in the preparation of the report.
· (8 November 2022) NHRCK convened a meeting with civil society organizations in preparation for participation in the UPR Info Pre-session.
· As the time allocated for each panel presentation during the Pre-session was limited, the meeting aimed to identify and coordinate priority human rights issues to be presented by civil society organizations and the national human rights institution.
· (13 January 2023) NHRCK organized a UPR briefing session for diplomatic missions in Seoul.
· The NHRCK explained the main findings of its independent report and presented key human rights issues and proposed recommendations concerning the Republic of Korea.
· (1 February 2023) UPR Working Group adopted a report on the review of the Republic of Korea
· 95 member states gave 263 recommendations.

2. Implementation of the UPR Recommendations
· (27 February 2023) Immediately following the publication of the UPR outcome report for the Republic of Korea, the NHRCK Chairperson issued a statement.
· The statement urged the Government to accept and implement UPR recommendations to the greatest extent possible and to actively consult the NHRCK and civil society during the process of reviewing the recommendations.
· (14 April 2023) NHRCK delivered a presentation at a follow-up meeting on the fourth UPR hosted by the Ministry of Justice.
· At the meeting attended by relevant government ministries, the NHRCK and civil society organizations, the Commission recommended that the Government accept recommendations whose status remained under consideration and proposed possible implementation measures.
· (7 July 2023) NHRCK delivered an oral statement at the fifty-third session of the UN Human Rights Council, during which the UPR report on the Republic of Korea was adopted.
· The Commission expressed concern regarding the Government’s decision not to accept certain important recommendations from the international community and urged the Government to develop concrete implementation plans and undertake effective follow-up measures.
· (3 August 2023) The NHRCK Chairperson issued a statement calling for the establishment of the Fourth National Action Plan for Human Rights (NAP).
· The statement recalled that the fourth UPR included recommendations calling for the development of the fourth NAP through a participatory process involving diverse stakeholders and urged the Government to adopt the NAP without delay.
· (12 December 2023) NHRCK organized a discussion on the implementation of recommendations from the Human Rights Committee and the UPR.
· The Government of the Republic of Korea underwent the fourth UPR review in January 2023 and the fifth review by the Human Rights Committee in October 2023. The NHRCK convened a panel discussion involving civil society organizations, experts and relevant government ministries to examine implementation measures and future challenges related to the recommendations received through both processes.
· (11 December 2024) NHRCK held a panel discussion on strengthening the domestic implementation system for recommendations from United Nations human rights bodies.
· The panel discussion explored ways to effectively implement recommendations issued to the Republic of Korea by UN human rights mechanisms, including treaty bodies, special procedures and the UPR, and examined options for establishing and operating a National Mechanism for Implementation, Reporting and Follow-up (NMIRF).
· (Second half of 2026) Around the time the Government of the Republic of Korea submits its mid-term report on the fourth UPR cycle, NHRCK also plans to submit an independent mid-term report (with the schedule currently under discussion with the Ministry of Justice).

3. Proposals for NHRI’s Engagement in the Fifth UPR Cycle
· Formalizing cooperation with civil society
· For the fifth UPR cycle, it will be necessary not only to coordinate advocacy themes for the Pre-session but also to consider strengthening regular consultation mechanisms with civil society organizations from the drafting stage of the independent report.
· Strengthening the role in the mid-term reporting process
· During the third UPR cycle, the Government’s mid-term report was submitted shortly before the fourth UPR review, and it was therefore assessed as having failed to fulfil its intended function as an “interim review”. The NHRCK had also planned to submit its independent report following the Government’s mid-term report and was therefore unable to submit a separate mid-term report in a timely manner.
· In the future, in order to assess the implementation status of UPR recommendations in a more timely manner, the Commission should strengthen its role in the mid-term reporting process by examining the Government’s implementation status and providing more objective and comprehensive information to UN human rights mechanisms.
· Institutionalizing monitoring of UPR recommendation implementation
· Following the fourth UPR cycle, the NHRCK encouraged implementation through panel discussions and public statements; however, due to limitations in dedicated personnel and budget, a systematic monitoring mechanism to continuously track and analyse implementation has not yet been established. Regular monitoring of the implementation status, including annual tracking of recommendations and the organization of consultations, would therefore be necessary.
· Institutional linkage with an NMIRF
· The NHRCK is currently preparing a policy recommendation urging the Government to establish an NMIRF to ensure the effective domestic implementation of international human rights recommendations. In this context, it is necessary to emphasize the linkages between UPR recommendations and those issued by treaty bodies and special procedures and to explore ways to ensure integrated implementation within the NMIRF framework.
· Encouraging the participation of the legislature and the judiciary in the UPR process
· Although many UPR recommendations require implementation through the legislature and the judiciary, the national response to the UPR has largely been executive-driven, resulting in limited participation by these branches. Beyond simply transmitting recommendations received by the Government to the legislature and the judiciary, it is necessary to engage in concrete discussions on how these branches can contribute to the implementation of recommendations and to develop mechanisms enabling their participation in the UPR process.
· Monitoring recommendations made by the Republic of Korea to other States
· While it is important for the Government of the Republic of Korea to effectively implement the recommendations it receives, it is equally important to formulate high-quality recommendations during the review of other States and to monitor their implementation. In this regard, it would be useful to cooperate with the national human rights institutions of the States concerned to monitor the implementation of recommendations made by the Republic of Korea and to encourage the Government to formulate high-quality recommendations in future reviews. 

4. Contact Details
For further inquiries or information about this submission, please contact: 
· Gayoon Baek, Deputy Director, International Human Rights Division, NHRCK, gayoon@nhrc.go.kr 
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