Sweden (the Swedish Institute for Human Rights)

Following Sweden’s fourth UPR cycle, the Swedish Institute for Human Rights would like to share four practices from our engagement that may be of interest for future NHRI participation.
 
First, we organised an open digital information meeting in autumn 2024 for human-rights specialists and civil-society organisations in Sweden. UPR Info presented the review process and timelines, while the Ministry for Foreign Affairs explained its national preparations. This helped ensure that relevant stakeholders had early access to practical information and supported civil-society actors wishing to engage in the process.
 
Second, in addition to participating in the Geneva pre-session organized by UPR Info in February 2025, we organised a national digital pre-session for embassies in Stockholm in March and invited NGOs to present their key recommendations directly. This format proved effective and demonstrated the bridge-building role that an NHRI can play between civil society, diplomatic missions, and the state under review.
 
Third, we developed short fact sheets summarising our priority recommendations. These helped communicate our main concerns in a concise and accessible format, especially during bilateral meetings with permanent missions in Geneva in connection to the pre-session organized by UPR Info. 
 
Fourth, once the recommendations to Sweden were issued, we quickly compiled and analysed them, identifying those of particular importance and those where the government’s position was not yet clear. This rapid synthesis enabled us to provide timely written input to the government ahead of its formal consideration of the recommendations.
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