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Written submission of the National Institution for Human Rights in the Kingdom of Bahrain (NIHR-BH)
on best practices in the third and fourth cycles of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and ideas for the UPR fifth cycle innovations

February 2026

First: Concrete and promising access options in the fourth round (2022-2027) of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR)[footnoteRef:1]
Strengthening cooperation with civil society Institutions and human rights defenders
124.40 Consider the possibility of adopting laws promoting the strengthening of civil society organizations (Mauritania);
 124.41 Develop the capacities of civil society institutions to contribute to the promotion and protection of human rights (Egypt) (Kuwait);
124.42 Create and maintain a safe and enabling environment for civil society organizations and human rights defenders, including children human rights defenders (Ireland);
In 2023, the NIHR-BH began holding human rights forums[footnoteRef:2]  to strengthen partnerships with civil society Institutions (CSI). These forums addressed human rights developments and challenges in the Kingdom of Bahrain. The meetings included CSI’s working in human rights, environmental rights, and health. Consultations were also held with CSI’s focusing on the rights of vulnerable groups (children, women, people with disabilities, and the elderly), resulting in a set of recommendations.
Based on the outcomes of these consultative meetings, a consultative working group was established in 2024, comprised of eight CSIs working in the field of human rights[footnoteRef:3] , to enhance cooperation and coordinate efforts. This initiative aligns with the NIHR-BH's support for the objectives for which CSI’s were established and its commitment to overcoming obstacles facing human rights work, while maintaining the impartiality and independence of all parties. 
After studying the results of the meetings, in 2026 a new working groups were established between the NIHR-BH and CSI’s working in the field of women’s and children’s rights, comprising (21) associations, CSI’s working in the field of the right to health, comprising (12) associations, CSI’s working in the field of human rights and business (first track), comprising (17) associations, and the second track (technology and digital rights), comprising (5) associations, in order to achieve the following objectives:
· To foster a spirit of cooperation and coordination for joint action.
· To seek new and innovative ideas in the field of protecting and promoting human rights.
· To exchange diverse perspectives and learn from the experiences of others.
· To leverage the expertise of associations in various areas, such as training and knowledge dissemination.
· To establish open lines of communication among members of the joint team.
· To exchange information, data, and reports.
· To enhance and build the capacities of team members.
· To create a database of documents, records, and information related to human rights.
· To research topics related to the human rights situation in the Kingdom of Bahrain and to find the best ways to address complaints concerning human rights violations.
· To organize joint events (whether for national, regional, or international days, or to promote a culture of human rights in general, or to conduct joint training programs on human rights-related topics).
· To encourage community participation by providing the institution with complaints received by civil society organizations and the monitoring cases they conduct. The institution will then provide support and assistance in taking the necessary actions and following up with the relevant authorities, and will inform the association of the results.
· To conduct studies on national legislation and its compatibility with international human rights standards, and to propose appropriate amendments. 
· Developing surveys to assess public awareness of human rights principles and foundations.
· Ensuring access to safe and comprehensive healthcare for all individuals.
· Promoting preventative healthcare.


(1) Mechanisms for protecting children's rights
124.199 Improve further policies and measures to better protect the rights of women and children (China);
 124.200 Continue to reinforce mechanisms to safeguard the rights of children (Pakistan);
In June 2023, the NIHR-BH established the position of Child Rights Commissioner,[footnoteRef:4] appointing one of its commissioners to this role. This position is based on the NIHR-BH’s mandate as defined by its establishment law, which includes representing children’s views, advocating for their rights, and monitoring national legislation to ensure its compliance with international conventions. [4:   NIHR inaugurates the position of "Child Rights Commissioner"   National Institute for Human Rights] 

The Child Rights Commissioner also assesses the impact of new policies on children’s rights and ensures the adequacy of complaints and services provided to them. Furthermore, the Commissioner works to establish partnerships with relevant government agencies and CSI’s concerned with children’s rights and conducts research and studies related to the best interests of the child. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Child Rights Commissioner mandate: https://www.nihr.org.bh/CRC] 

The NIHR-BH has developed a specialized institutional framework for children’s rights to ensure a rapid response to childhood issues, including complaints and field visits, with feedback provided to relevant authorities. The Commissioner currently oversees the work of the team collaborating with CSI’s working in the field of women’s and children’s rights.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  For more information, see Child Rights Commissioner Chapter in the NIHR 11th annual report 2023: https://www.nihr.org.bh/EN/eLibrary/AnnualReports/11.aspx and NIHR 12th annual report 2024:  https://www.nihr.org.bh/eLibrary/AnnualReports/12.aspx ] 

Second: A development proposal to enhance the role of national human rights institutions during the fifth cycle (2027-2032) of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process.
The NIHR-BH believes that the next phase, particularly during the fifth cycle (2027–2032), presents an opportunity to propose a unified working model to support national human rights institutions. The proposal includes:
1- Establishing an ad hoc committee for monitoring the government's implementation of the recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review within the structures of national human rights institutions:
· The committee comprises members from the Council of Commissioners (the decision-making body) and the Secretariat.
· This committee aims to monitor the State's implementation of the Universal Periodic Review recommendations and prepare the institution's parallel report.
· The committee develops an action plan that includes following up on all recommendations (whether fully or partially accepted) and communicating with official bodies to obtain their feedback and opinions on implementation.
· The committee's work is divided into clear tracks that correspond to the nature of the recommendations, with appropriate timeframes for receiving responses and preparing the parallel report for the Human Rights Council Working Group.
· Organizing specialized workshops to discuss the recommendations, especially those related to civil society Institutions.

2- Defining the work tracks for the ad hoc committee:
· The NIHR’s actionable recommendations track:
· Particularly those related to aligning national legislation with international standards.
· Utilizing the institution's tools, such as advisory opinions and legal studies, to strengthen its oversight and advisory role.
· Track for recommendations that cannot be directly implemented by the NIHR:
· Especially those directed at executive bodies within the state.
· The NIHR works to support the implementation of these recommendations through awareness-raising and capacity-building activities, while leaving the responsibility for implementation to the relevant bodies, each according to its jurisdiction, and monitoring their progress.
· The track of recommendations aimed at establishing or activating national, oversight, or specialized mechanisms
· The NIHR works to study the reality of existing mechanisms and analyze the need to create new mechanisms in coordination with the competent authorities, within the framework of relevant international standards and the recommendations contained in the Universal Periodic Review process, through holding meetings, roundtables, and seminars that advance the effective implementation process.

This approach is a model that can be generalized to national institutions, contributing to:
· Standardizing the methodology for following up on Universal Periodic Review recommendations.
· Enhancing the evaluation of institutional performance.
· Exchanging experiences and best practices among institutions.
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