Belgium (The Federal Institute for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights)

In answer to the request for best practices and recommendations, the Belgian Federal Institute for the protection and promotion of Human Rights (FIRM-IFDH) would like to make the two following suggestions:

Mid-term reporting

Mid-term reporting is a critical feature of the UPR implementation phase, ensuring continuous monitoring of human rights commitments. Moreover, voluntary mid-term reports help assess progress, identify gaps, and promote accountability between UPR cycles.
It would be beneficial to invite National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) to participate in a dialogue with the State and civil society upon the publication of the mid-term report, in order to compare government data with independent assessments and to identify both tangible progress and remaining gaps. Furthermore, NHRIs should be invited to share their observations on the occasion of the mid-term reporting.

Database for follow-up of recommendations

Monitoring the implementation of UPR recommendations could be significantly facilitated through the establishment of a database designed to host information on the recommendations and the corresponding measures adopted for their implementation.
This platform could be made continuously accessible to the government and to NHRIs, allowing it to be permanently updated and used for other various reporting and monitoring purposes. NHRIs, as well as other human rights organizations, could this way play a key role in compiling and consolidating international human rights recommendations issued in the framework of UPR and other mechanisms, thereby paving the way for a more integrated approach to reporting in this field.
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