COMMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF TÜRKİYE IN RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE SENT BY THE OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN RELATION TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 68/268 

With reference to the Questionnaire sent by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on 8 January 2026 regarding the General Assembly (GA) Resolution 68/268, the Government would like to submit its comments hereinbelow. 
a) Comments by the States on the implementation of General Assembly Resolution 68/268, including those provisions addressed to States
Being party to 16 UN Human Rights Conventions and Protocols thereto, Türkiye attaches importance to continuously advancing constructive cooperation with all UN human rights mechanisms, including treaty-based and special procedures.
Besides submitting its periodic reports under the relevant conventions and protocols in a timely manner, Türkiye actively participates in interactive dialogue meetings on its periodic reports and takes necessary steps to address the recommendations pointed out by the treaty bodies in their concluding observations. 
In that regard, most recently, the interactive dialogue meeting on Türkiye’s second periodic report on the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, was held in Geneva in October 2024, within the scope of the 142nd session of the Human Rights Committee. Also, the interactive dialogue meeting on Türkiye’s fifth periodic report on the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment was held in Geneva in July 2024.
Türkiye welcomes the visit requests by the relevant treaty bodies and actively provides the necessary assistance. The latest visit to Türkiye was carried out by the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (SPT) in September 2022.
Türkiye recognizes the competence of the treaty bodies, namely the Human Rights Committee, the Committee Against Torture, the CEDAW Committee, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and meticulously replies to the communications sent by these Committees, regarding alleged violations of the relevant conventions by Türkiye  



b) Comments by States on the state of human rights treaty body system, the effectiveness of the measures taken in order to ensure their sustainability, and, on any further action to strengthen and enhance the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system 
Türkiye believes that independence, impartiality and transparency of the human rights treaty bodies are crucial for the effective functioning of these mechanisms. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221722879]The effectiveness of the human rights protection provided by these mechanisms also recquires genuine cooperation and dialogue, with an open and less adversarial exchange. Dialogue and cooperation are indeed essential to many of the key aspects of these work, including the delivery of capacity-building and technical support, sharing of good practices.
Various mechanisms operating under the UN umbrella, such as special procedures, treaty bodies, and the UPR sometimes address identical issues in parallel, leading to duplication. This results in inefficiency, unnecessary workload for States, and conflicting assessments. Such overlap hinders coordination and ultimately weakens the overall impact of the system and should therefore be avoided. Coordination among its mechanisms and other relevant bodies can enhance the coherence of the system whilst improving its efficiency.
Another key challenge concerns the conflict of jurisprudence within the UN human rights monitoring mechanisms. For instance, divergent or inconsistent interpretations adopted by different mandate holders can lead to legal and conceptual confusion.  This not only undermines the coherence and credibility of the system, but also weakens the willingness of Member States to engage constructively. Such inconsistencies hinder effective interaction between States and mandate holders, ultimately diminishing the effectiveness of the human rights protection framework. 
Overall, Türkiye remains committed to the protection and promotion of human rights and contributes actively and constructively to the UN system. In this regard, we support reform efforts aimed at making the UN human rights mechanisms more balanced, efficient, and effective. 
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