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Special Rapporteur on Belarus: Prisoner releases should continue

GENEVA 3 July 2025 The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus,
Mr. Nils Muiznieks, noted today that this year, the Independence Day in Belarus,
celebrated onJuly 3, holds special significance for humanrights in the country, as several
waves of pardons affecting more than 300 prisoners prosecuted on political grounds
began exactly one year ago.

“Prisoner releases in Belarus should continue for all those unjustly prosecuted,
especially for those with health conditions. It is the only humane way to fulfil Belarus’s
human rights obligations”, he said.

A recent pardon, which took place on June 15, saw the release of the blogger and former
opposition presidential candidate Siarhei Tsikhanouski, who had been held in
incommunicado detention for more than two years. Along with other UN special
procedures mandate holders, the Special Rapporteur had called on 7 March for
Tsikhanouski’s release.

The Special Rapporteur stressed that the overall number of political prisoners in the
country remains high, with more than 1,100 persons in detention for exercising their civil
and political rights. Many of these persons are suffering from deteriorating physical and
mental health due to ill treatment and the poor conditions of their detention, which
include insufficient food, inadequate health care and bans on receiving aid packages
from the outside world.

“A continuation and acceleration of prisoner releases would be an appropriate backdrop
for the forthcoming review of Belarus’ human rights record,” he said, recalling that
Belarus will be subject to Universal Periodic Review in November 2025.

He also noted that Belarus has received criticism about arbitrary deprivations of liberty
and harsh conditions of detention recently from a number of UN human rights bodies
besides his mandate, including from the Group of Independent Experts on the Human
Rights Situation in Belarus the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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Nils MuiZnieks, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus.

Special Rapporteurs/Independent Experts/Working Groups are independent human rights
experts appointed by the United Nations Human Rights Council. Together, these experts are
referred to as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures experts
work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work. While
the UN Human Rights office acts as the secretariat for Special Procedures, the experts serve in
their individual capacity and are independent from any government or organization, including
OHCHR and the UN. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of the UN or OHCHR.

Country-specific observations and recommendations by the UN human rights mechanismes,
including the special procedures, the treaty bodies and the Universal Periodic Review, can be
found on the Universal Human Rights Index https://uhri.ohchr.org/en/

UN Human Rights, country page — https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/belarus

Forinquiries and media requests, please contact: hrc-sr-belarus@un.org

Follow news related to the UN's independent human rights experts on Twitter
@UN_SPExperts.
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HeoguyuanbHsili nepesod Ha pyccKull A3bIK

3aasneHue CneymanbHoro goknagaumka OOH no Bonpocy o NnonoxeHuu B obaactu npas
yenoseKa B benapycu r-Ha Hunbca MyiixkHueKca no cayyato [ HA HesaBucumoctu Pecny6aumku
benapycb

3 uiona 2025 roga
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CneuuanbHbIii AoKNAaAYUK No benapycu: OcBob60XKaeHUA 3aKNIOUYEHHbIX
AOJ/XHbI NPOAONYKATLCA

JXKEHEBA 3 July 2025 r. CneunanbHbIf AoKAaa4MK 0o BOMPOCY O NOMoXeHun B obnactu
npae vyenoseka B benapycu rocnognH Hunbc Mym>xHMEKC OTMETUA CEFOAHA, UTO B 3TOM
roay eHb HesaBncmMMocTu Pecnybnukm bBenapyck, otTMevaeMsblt 3 ntons, uMeet ocoboe
3HaJveHue 4N8 NpaB YefioBeka B CTpaHe, MOCKO/IbKY POBHO rog Ha3aa Havanuch BOJIHbI
nommnoeaHuin, 3atpoHyswine 6onee 300 oCy>XAEHHbIX MO MOMUTUYECKMM MOTMBaAM
3aK/IFOYEHHbIX.

«OcBobOXAEHMSA 3aK/THOUYEeHHbIX B Benapycu AonxkHbl npogonkaTbca U 3aTparmeatb BCeX
HecnpaBea/MBO OCY>KAEHHbIX, 0COOEHHO TeX, KTo MMeeT NpobeMbl co 340poBbeM. [
Benapycn 310 €AWMHCTBEHHBIA TYMaHHbIN cnocob BbIMONHUTE CBOM 06A3aTenbCcTBa B
obnacTtu npaB 4YefnioBeka», — 3asBWU/ OH.

B pesynbrate nomMunoBaHui, coctosBLUMXcA 15 uioHA, 6bln ocBoboXaeH 6norep u
6bIBLLUNI KaHAMAAT B Npe3naeHTbl oT onno3umunn Cepren TuxaHoBCKUM, 6onee aAByx net
Haxo4MBLUMIWCA B 3aknroveHUn 6e3 cBA3M C BHELWHMM MMpOM. BmecTe c gpyrumm
MaHgatapuamMm cneumanbHbix npoueayp OOH CneuwanbHblM goknagyumk 7 MapTa
npuaean k oceoboxkaeHUto TxaHOBCKOTO.

CneumanbHbIv AOKNaAYMK MOAYEPKHY/T, UTO 06LLEE YNC/TO MOUTUYECKNX 3aK/THOUEHHbIX
B CTpaHe ocTaetca BbicokuM: 6onee 1100 yenoBek HaxogAaTcsA B MecTaxX NULLEHUA
cB060abl 32 OCYLLECTBIEHNE CBOUX FPaXkJaHCKNX U MOAUTUYECKUX NpaB. MHOTMe N3 HUX
CTpafatoT oT yxyaweHna GU3nyYeckoro M NCUXUMUYECKOro 3[0POBbA U3-3a XKECTOKOro
obpalleHna 1 NIoXnX YCNoBUM coaep>kaHUA, B TOM YMc/le HEQOCTAaTOYHOrO NUTaHus,
HeadekBaTHOW MeAMLMHCKOM MOMOLLW W 3aNpeToB Ha NoslydeHne NOChbI/IOK C MOMOLLIbH
N3 BHELLHErO MUpa.

«[lpogomkeHe M yckopeHue npouecca OCBOOOXAEHWA 3ak/HUYeHHbIX cTano 6bl
noaxoasawmm ¢oHoM anda npeacroAlLero o63opa nonoXkeHna B ob6nact npae YesioBeka
B benapycu», — 0TMeTMN OH, HaNoMHMB, YTo benapyck 6yaeT NpPoxoanTb YHUBEPCANbHbIN
nepuoauyeckmin o63op B Hosbpe 2025 roaa.
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OH Takke OTMETUN, 4TO, MOMMMO €ro MaHjarta, B nocfnegHee BpeMaA pPAn APYrnx
npaBo3awmTHbIx opraHoB OOH noaeeprnv benapycb KpUTNKe No NOBoAY NPOU3BOJIbHbIX
NLEHUN cBOBOAbI M CYPOBbIX YCIOBUIM COAEP>XKAHMA B MECTAX NULLEHNA CBOOGOAbI, B TOM
uumcne pynna He3aBMCKMMbIX 3KCMEPTOB MO CUTyaL MK C NpaBaMn Yenoseka B benapycu,
KoMuTeT no nukBnpaumm GUCKpMMMHaLNM B OTHOLLEHMW XXEHLWMH U KOMUTET o npaBam
NHBaNNOOB.

Hunbc MyiixcHuekc, CreyuasbHbili 00Ka1A04UK 10 80MPOCY O MO0A0MEHUU 8 061acmuU pas Yenoeexkd
8 benapycu.

CrieyuasbHble 00KAA0YUKU/He3asuCUMbIe 3Kcnepmol/paboyue 2pymnbl — 3Mo He3agucumsie
3Kcrnepmeol N0 nNpasam 4Yesnoseka, HasHayaemole Cogemom no npagsam yenogexka OOH.
Bmecme smu 3aKcrepmel HA36I8AOMCA CrleyuansHelMu npoyedypamu Cogema o npasam
Yesi08eKa. IKcrnepmel creyuanbHsix npouyedyp pabomarom Ha 006p080s1bHOLU OCHOB8E; OHU He
asnaomcesa compydHukamu OOH u He noay4yarom 3aprsaamy 3d ceoto pabomy. Xoma ogpuc
OOH no npasam 4enogeka sbicMyrnaem 8 Kayecmee ceKkpemapuama CcrneyuanbHbix
npoyedyp, s3KcrnepmMol 86ICMynNaAdmM 8 c80eM AUYHOM Kayecmae U He 3a8UcCAm HU Om KAaK020
npagumesnsbcmea Uau opeaHusayuu, ekaoyas YBKIMY u OOH. /llobeie npedcmasneHHsble
832/180bl UAU MHEHUS MPUHAO/AeXam UCKAoYUmMesnbHo asmopy(am) u He 06a3amesbHO
ompaxcarom mouyky 3peHusa OOH unau YBKIY.

3ameyaHus u peKoMmeHOayUU Mo KOHKPeMHbsIM CMPAHam om npaso3auumHeIX MexaHuU3mMmo8s
OOH, s8Knwuaa crneyuansHele npoyeodypsl, 002080pHbIE 0Op2aHbl U YHUBEPCAsbHbIl
nepuoduyeckuli 0630p, MO#HO Halimu Ha calime YHUBepPCAsbHO20 UHOEKCa o npasam
yesioeeka https://uhri.ohchr.org/en/.

3a dononHumensHoli uHgopmayueli u 3anpocamu CMU obpawalimece no adpecy: hrc-sr-
belarus@un.orgq.

Cnedume 30 HOBOCMAMU, C8A3AHHLIMU C He3asucumbimu 3kcriepmamu OOH no npasam
yenoseka, Ha catime X: @UN_SPExperts



