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Statement by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Ms. Elizabeth Salmén

on financial situation of civil society actors working on human rights of people in
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Call for support for civil society on DPRK human rights

26 February 2025

In the past few weeks, several human rights civil society organizations based in the
Republic of Korea expressed a serious challenge in continuing their work on human
rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) due to sudden suspension
or cut of funding.

These organizations have for years been playing a unique and crucial role in promoting
and protecting the human rights of people in the DPRK in the complete absence of civil
society inside the DPRK.

These organizations are not given access to enter the DPRK nor speak to victims there
nor to the Government of the DPRK. Within such a challenging environment, they have
creatively built working methods that allow them to make a difference. They interview
escapees from the DPRK and document their stories and human rights violations,
support accountability activities (both judicial and non-judicial) and provide assistance to
escapees ranging from financial to legal to psychosocial. They support young escapees
to become leaders on the human rights issue, amplify voices of victims, and advocate
on their behalf and for policy change at the international fora, increase access to
information and provide expert advice to other States and the United Nations and they
do much more.
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Civic space, the environment that enables individuals and civil society to participate and
contribute to policy-making that affects their lives, is an integral element to fulfilling
human rights. Donor priorities change. However, predictable and sustainable funding of
human rights organizations is fundamental for the existence and protection of civic
space.

As Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in the DPRK, | am concerned that
the discontinuation of human rights work by civil society due to financial constraints will
have long-term consequences on efforts to improve human rights of people in the
DPRK and on ensuring accountability for human rights violations and crimes against
humanity. | strongly call on States, cities, private donors and individuals to take time to
learn about human rights in the DPRK and reassess their priorities to support human
rights organizations who have been working tirelessly to protect and promote the rights
of the people in the DPRK. Human rights are more important now than ever.
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