Statement on the anniversary of CEDAW’s review of Afghanistan
One year after its review of the fourth periodic report of Afghanistan (CEDAW/C/AFG/4) on 24 June 2025, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (the Committee) remains gravely concerned that the institutionalized and systematic oppression of women and girls by the de facto authorities continue unabated and has further intensified. 
Despite the Committee’s recommendations and repeated calls by the international community, women and girls in Afghanistan continue to be denied fundamental rights, including access to secondary and higher education, vocational and professional training, employment, public participation, freedom of movement, healthcare, and access to justice.
According to UNESCO statistics, the ban on girls’ secondary education has excluded 2.2 million adolescent girls from schooling, making Afghanistan the only country in the world that systematically denies girls and women access to both secondary and higher education, with “catastrophic outcomes”, as indicated by the Committee in last year’s concluding observations. If this exclusion continues, nearly four million girls could be denied secondary education by 2030.  As the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights has warned the suspension of women’s higher education, including in medical training, will also further undermine women’s and girls’ already precarious access to healthcare, particularly as male medical staff are not permitted to treat women without the presence of a male relative. Afghanistan already records one of the highest maternal mortality rates globally.
Sweeping restrictions by the de facto authorities have excluded women from key formal employment sectors, economic and livelihood opportunities, plunging them into poverty. According to figures by UN Women only one in four women is engaged in or seeking employment, compared to nearly 90 per cent of men, one of the widest gender gaps in workforce participation globally.
Restrictions on girls’ and women’s access to education and employment additionally have devastating consequences for Afghan society as a whole. Already today they are resulting in estimated annual losses of around USD 84 million in economic output. Afghanistan is now facing the loss of trained female professionals alongside the absence of a new generation to replace them, thus eroding the pipeline of women’s human capital. 
Women have hardly any chance to shape decision-making about their lives and about the future of their country. While women held over 25 per cent of parliamentary seats in 2020, they are now categorically prohibited from holding public office. At the same time, women’s influence within the private sphere is also diminishing, with UN Women data indicating a 60 per cent decline in the number of women who feel able to influence decisions in their own households.
Since the Committee’s review, additional alarming decrees have further entrenched discrimination and exclusion. This includes measures formally removing equality of women and men before the law, placing wives under the legal authority of their husbands, limiting husbands’ criminal accountability for gender-based violence against women to severe and visible physical injuries only, and failing to criminalize psychological and sexual violence. Reports of the legitimization of so‑called “disciplining” of women further underscore a framework that legitimizes violence, dehumanization and impunity. 
Measures seeking to erase women from academic and cultural life, including restrictions on educational materials authored by women are furthermore rife.
Most recently, a decree of the de facto authorities has legitimized child marriage, treating a girl’s silence as consent, in violation of article 16(2) of the CEDAW Convention. As joint general recommendation No. 31 of CEDAW/general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (2019) on harmful practices affirms, child marriage is inherently a form of forced marriage, as one or both parties are unable to provide full, free, and informed consent. Child marriage exposes girls to a wide range of violations under the CEDAW Convention, including psychological and sexual violence, heightened risks of other forms of gender‑based violence, early and forced pregnancy, increased maternal mortality, and the denial or interruption of access to education.
The temporary arrest of at least 30 women in Herat city on 6 and 7 June, for allegedly violating dress code instructions, as well as at the excessive use of force against people protesting these arrests, resulting in the killing of at least two persons, including a boy, and at least 20 persons being injured constitutes another severe instance of repression and example of the daily assault on women.
The raft of restrictions women and girls are exposed to constitute not isolated violations, but a comprehensive system of institutionalized discrimination and exclusion that may well amount to gender persecution and give rise to grave and systematic violations of Afghanistan’s obligations under the CEDAW Convention and other international human rights treaties to which Afghanistan remains a party. It may also amount to gender apartheid, a category which, more than ever, requires recognition and codification under international criminal law, as highlighted in the Committee’s concluding observations. At the same time, the structures that enable women to defend themselves are being progressively dismantled, including through additional obstacles to accessing justice and measures that severely restrict their ability to obtain effective legal remedies or seek separation or divorce. UN data indicate that women are nearly four times less likely than men to access formal justice mechanisms, undermining their safety and dignity. 
The Committee reiterates the recommendations contained in its 2025 concluding observations and calls on the de facto authorities to immediately repeal all discriminatory measures and restore the full enjoyment by women and girls of their rights, in accordance with Afghanistan’s obligations under the CEDAW Convention. The Committee calls upon States parties, United Nations entities, international organizations, civil society organizations, donors, and all relevant stakeholders to exercise leverage on the de facto authorities and explicitly link any support to restoring women’s rights under the CEDAW Convention. The Committee underscores that meaningful consultation with Afghan women and girls must at all times guide and inform all such efforts.
The Committee stands firmly by the Afghan women and girls and stands in solidarity with the many women who continue to advocate for equality, dignity, and justice despite immense risks. 
The rights of Afghan women and girls are non-negotiable. Their full restoration is not a matter of policy choice, but a binding legal obligation requiring immediate and decisive action. 
The Committee urges Member States to refuse to recognize the de facto authorities before the equal status of women with men and all their rights under the CEDAW Convention are restored.

