Guidelines on Third-Party Interventions under Article 14 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
Adopted by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination at its 117th session, on 23 April 2026.
Introduction
These Guidelines are intended to clarify the procedure for third-party submissions in the context of the Committee’s consideration of individual communications under article 14 of the Convention. They aim to ensure transparency, consistency and fairness in the handling of such interventions, while safeguarding the rights of the parties and maintaining the integrity of the Committee’s deliberations. The Guidelines outline the conditions, scope and modalities for third-party submissions, in accordance with rule 112 of the Committee’s rules of procedure and established working methods.
Guidelines
1. Pursuant to article 14 of the Convention, the Committee shall consider communications received under this procedure in light of all information made available to it by or on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals and by the State Party concerned, upon transmission of such information to the parties.

2. According to rule 112 of the Committee’s rules of procedure, the Committee or its Working Group on communications may, at any time during the examination of a communication, seek or accept the submission of written observations from third parties with regard to the communication or specific issues relevant to the interpretation and application of the Convention. Third parties are not considered parties to the communication and do not acquire procedural rights beyond the submission of their observations. Third parties shall not be granted access to the case file(s). 

3. Requests for third-party intervention shall be submitted to the Committee through the Petitions Section, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. The request should include a brief introduction of the person or entity submitting the request, the number(s) of the case(s) concerned, and the object and purpose of the intervention. Such request should be as concise as possible and, in any case, not exceed two pages.

4. The Working Group on Communications shall set the conditions, including the time limits, to the submission of the observations by third parties. Interventions shall not exceed seven thousand (7,000) words and must be submitted in writing in one of the Committee’s working languages, preferably in the language of the communication. 

5. Third-party interventions should not focus on the facts or allegations of the case. Interventions challenging the facts or presenting new allegations will not be considered. Instead, interventions should provide legal, procedural or thematic analysis relevant to the Convention, including comparative jurisprudence, international standards, or systemic issues related to racial discrimination, as they relate to the case at hand.

6. The Committee shall forward third-party interventions to the parties to the case, who shall be invited to submit, within two months, their written observations and comments. Upon receipt of the parties’ comments on the third-party intervention, no further submissions shall be accepted, and the Committee will not issue reminders in cases where comments are not provided within the prescribed time limit. The third-party interventions, as well as the parties’ comments on such interventions, may be reflected in the Committee’s decisions or Views if the Committee considers it appropriate. However, the Committee will not include interventions that it deems irrelevant for the deliberation of the case, that contain offensive language, or that otherwise do not comply with these Guidelines.

7. A third party shall not disclose any information contained in the case file, including its own intervention, while the communication is pending before the Committee, even if such information was obtained from one of the parties to the communication. If anonymity has been granted to the author(s) or victim(s), the third party shall not disclose their identity or any identifying information at any time. If any of these conditions is not complied with, the Committee may decide not to consider the intervention.

8. The third party may publish its intervention after the Committee’s decision has been made public, without disclosing the identity of the author(s) and/or victim(s).
