Annex III


Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when filling out this form and
return it electronically in word format to ohchr-crc@un.org )

[Original: French]


Family name and first name: ADONON Sêmèdé Chrystelle Cédrine

Date and place of birth: 15 August 1983 in Cotonou, République du Bénin

Place of residence: Cotonou, République du Bénin

Nationality: Beninese

Email address: 

United Nations working languages: French (fluent) and English (reading and understanding)

Current position/function: [footnoteRef:1] [1:  It should be noted that membership in the Committee on the Rights of the Child requires participation in three sessions (January/February, May/June and September /October) per year, each of three-week duration; in addition, pre-sessional working groups are held immediately after each session during five working days in order to prepare the following sessions. The total number of weeks during which the Committee meets in Geneva therefore amounts to at least 12 weeks per year.] 

(5 lines maximum)
I have been a judge since 2009. At present, I am presiding over a bench with jurisdiction on sexual offences against minors who are more than thirteen (13) years old, at the court dedicated to economic offences and terrorism (CRIET). 

	

Other main professional activities, in particular related to children’s rights:
(10 lines maximum)
At the beginning of my career, I was assigned as a judge for minors at the Tribunal of Abomey-Calavi (2010-2017). There, I developed a comprehensive programme to assist the minors in conflict with the law, with the support of a network of various stakeholders for their reinsertion. The minors who were victims of violence were also assisted for their recovery. The experience led me to look for ways to increase my expertise in the field of children’s rights. Then, from 2020 to 2021, I was the President of the Tribunal in Allada and dealt with family issues related to children, with a continuous support from the social services. In 2020, I was assigned to CRIET and since August 2022, I am presiding over the bench with jurisdiction for (i) violence against children who not older than thirteen (13); (ii) forced or early marriage; and (iii) harassment between teachers and learners. 
From 2014 to 2017, I worked with another colleague for UNICEF Bénin pour establish a child-friendly environment at the court, and trained other judges to do the same. 
Moreover, I am a member of various relevant professional organizations namely Beninese Association of Judges in charge of Minors (ABJM), International Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates (IAYFJM) and International Association of Women Judges (AIFJ). 

	

Educational background:
(5 lines maximum)
2024 Master of Advanced Studies in Children’s Rights, University of Geneva (in progress)
2020 Postgraduate Diploma in private law, Université d’Abomey Calavi
2015 Certificate of Success, 46th Annual Session, Children and International Human Rights Law, International Institute of Human Rights
2009 Magistrate Diploma, École Nationale d’Administration et de Magistrature
2005 Master in business law with specialization in legal practice, Université d’Abomey Calavi
Various trainings both nationally and internationally in relevant areas of legal practice including children’s rights. 

	

Relevant expertise on children’s rights.
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and related experience:
(5 lines maximum)
I have developed a good mastery of all issues related to children in the legal practice in Bénin, enforcing the provisions of the Convention which is part of the applicable law in Bénin, both in the social and family setting, and with the children in conflict with the law, and the children victims of violence. 

	

List of most recent publications in the field of children’s rights:
(5 lines)
2024, Dissertation on the testimony of the child in the judicial practice in Bénin (in progress)
2021, Child Participation in Family and Child Protection Matters in Bénin (AIMJF)
2020, Dissertation on the legal value of the testimony of child in civil proceedings in République du Bénin 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]2017, Brochure on the role and function of the stakeholders of the protection of children in the Code de l’enfant in République du Bénin, under contract with WBI, Wallonie Bruxelles International (https://www.wbi.be/) 
2009, Dissertation on the effective enforcement of education related measures before the tribunal for youth in Bénin
Finally, as a judge, I issue hundreds of decisions on the merit each year. 

	


