Annex III


Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when filling out this form and
return it electronically in word formatto ohchr-crc@un.org)


Family name and first name: Kjostarova – Unkovska Lina

Date and place of birth: 07.10 1949, Skopje, Macedonia

Place of residence: Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia

Nationality: Macedonian

Email address: 

United Nations working language - English

Current position/function:[footnoteRef:1] [1:  It should be noted that membership in the Committee on the Rights of the Child requires participation in three sessions (January/February, May/June and September /October) per year, each of three-week duration; in addition, pre-sessional working groups are held immediately after each session during five working days in order to prepare the following sessions. The total number of weeks during which the Committee meets in Geneva therefore amounts to at least 12 weeks per year.] 

(5 lines maximum)
I am founder and director of the Centre for Psychosocial and Crisis Action (CPCA)[footnoteRef:2] – Malinska, since 1999.  [2:  The CPCA is founded to respond to the need for psychosocial assistance and support, primarily to children and young people, but also to families, schools and local communities, when owing to the fast transformation of society (war conflicts, economic and political crises etc.), they fail to perform their primary function. (for ex. during the wars in the region, CPCA organized professionals, students, and volunteers to help and support refugee children and families, as well as the schools affected by the crisis, to meet their rights and needs.) The CPCA’ professional involvement in the crisis solutions has created rich research and field-work experience in the domains of learning for development, children’s rights, mental and emotional health, psychosocial and crisis intervention. 

] 

Regular positions held: 
· Program developer, researcher, trainer, supervisor, project evaluator, children rights promoter etc. 
· Collaborator and consultant (national and international – MoES, BDE, HCHR, WHO, WB, EU, UNICEF, UNCHR, UNFPA, EPRI, BIM, LB.I etc.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Other main professional activities, in particular related to children’s rights:
(10 ines maximum)

I’ve been responsible for national and international project tasks and activities including research, capacity building and policy development in the fields of children rights and wellbeing, mental and emotional health, school health promotion, crisis, and trauma intervention. Project activities include:
· Development of children’ rights based mental health curricula, and crisis intervention program, with mentoring system, for school expert teams in Macedonian schools. 
· Continuing HBSC study work, focusing on adolescents’ sexual, reproductive, and mental health research evidence, with psychosocial support to LGBTI+ youth and families.  
· Conducting research project on children’s rights improvement through rights-based budgeting for child protection.
· School expert team program on gender equality in adolescent health.
· Psychological counselling services for children and families at risk.
· Developing and implementing trauma recovery programs of psychosocial assistance in support to refugee families and children, affected by wars and multi-ethnic conflicts in the region. 
· Coordinating comprehensive school health promoting projects in communities at risk / in refugee shelters, post-conflict, multi-ethnic, impoverished/

Educational background:

· Master’s degree in clinical psychology (1984) – University of Belgrade, SFR Yugoslavia  
· Postgraduate study in counselling psychology (1982) – Chico State University, California, USA
· Study work on protective factors in child development (1989) Children Hospital - Boston, USA  
· Refugee Studies Program at University of Oxford, UK; (1992) 
· Helping the helpers training - Kiryat Shamone Crisis Centre, Izrael - (1994)
· Over 30 years of professional practice in designing and conducting health promotion, and crisis/trauma intervention projects with children, families and communities at risk, providing professional input on psychosocial factors of children’ health and wellbeing, resulting from longstanding hands-on experience in the field.

(5 lines maximum)

	

Relevant expertise on children’s rights.
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and related experience:

Children rights on safety, nondiscrimination, active participation, learning for development, continuing education, family protection, social and health protection, gender equality etc., has been highly prioritized in my work, with and for children, no matter the role I was taking, of a trainer, or a program designer, or a policy maker, or of advocate. Always in search for optimization of the conditions for child’ rights realization. Thus, most of my professional work has been related to child rights promotion, protection, or intervention activities, mostly with marginalized communities (children and families): refugee, deprived, LGBTI +, trafficking, maltreated, and/or abused. 

(5 lines maximum)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

List of most recent publications in the field of children’s rights:
(5 lines)

2023 - Samdal, O., Budin-Ljøsne, I., Haug, E., Helland, T., Kjostarova - Unkovska, L., Bouillon, E., Bröer, E., Corell, M., Cosma, A. Et. Encouraging greater empowerment for adolescents in consent procedures in social science research and policy projects. Obesity reviews, 24(s2), article e13636. Https://doi.org/10.1111/obr.13636 (co-author) 
2022 - Comprehensive mental health program, and mentoring system development for school expert teams, in Macedonian schools  – UNICEF, BRO, (co-author)
2020 – Kjostarova-Unkovska, L., Do we have a winner? – Gender inequalities in health and adolescents ‘life perspective in North Macedonia, Margini Coalition, Skopje, 2020, 88 p. 
2019 - Kjostarova-Unkovska L., Inequality in health and rights among 13 - 15 y.o. LGBT youth.– based on HBSC Study data, 2018 - Coalition Margini, 2019, 59p
2018 - Kjostarova-Unkovska L., Right to gender sensitive school – prevention and early intervention of gender-based   violence in schools, Manual for secondary school teachers and school expert teams, Coalition Margini, Skopje, 2018, 150p. 
 

