Annex III


Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when filling out this form and
return it electronically in word format to ohchr-crc@un.org )


Family name and first name: Mwale, Fiona Atupele

Date and place of birth: 30 October 1974, Zomba, Malawi

Place of residence: Lilongwe, Malawi

Nationality: Malawian

Email address: 

United Nations working languages: English (fluent), French (basic)

Current position/function: [footnoteRef:1] [1:  It should be noted that membership in the Committee on the Rights of the Child requires participation in three sessions (January/February, May/June and September /October) per year, each of three-week duration; in addition, pre-sessional working groups are held immediately after each session during five working days in order to prepare the following sessions. The total number of weeks during which the Committee meets in Geneva therefore amounts to at least 12 weeks per year.

] 

(5 lines maximum)

Judge of the High Court of Malawi (since 2012), and Judge in Charge of the Family and Probate Division (since 2020, responsible for setting up this new division which handles all civil matters relating to family, children (adoption, maintenance, guardianship, custody) and inheritance.  I preside over such matters as a trial court and as an intermediate appellate court.  I also review such matters from subordinate courts in a supervisory capacity.  The court has three sessions a year with vacations in between and I have 36 leave days a year enabling me to take up Committee Sessions. 

Other main professional activities, in particular related to children’s rights:
(10 lines maximum)

2003-2006: Oversaw the Review of the Children and Young Persons Act and all legislation relating to Children in the Malawi Law Commission.
December 2006: Consultant (engaged by Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs to draft Malawi’s State Party Report funded by UNICEF on the Convention of the Rights of the Child.
June - July 2012: Consultant to edit and draft Guidelines and Handbooks for the Malawi Police Service and the Judiciary on Child Justice and Diversion and to draft regulations for the Child Care, Protection and Justice Act.
November 2019: Spotlight Initiative – Reviewing Laws and Policies on VAWG, SGBV/HP and SRHR to Respond to Rights of Women and Girls and Aligning them with International Standards
September 2013 – July 2017 – Chairperson of the Child Case Review Board
August 2021: Chairperson National Child Justice Forum & National Child Justice Directorate, Malawi Judiciary



Educational background:
(5 lines maximum)

2023: Current PhD Candidate, Faculty of Public Law, University of Cape Town (part-time).
2001-2002 Master of Law in Development, (with Distinction), University of Warwick, UK
1997-1998 Bar Vocational Diploma, (Very Competent), Nottingham-Trent University, UK
1994-1997 LLB (Hons) Law Degree, (II.I Honours),  University of Leeds, UK

Relevant expertise on children’s rights.
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and related experience:
(5 lines maximum)

- Substantive expertise drafting Malawian Child rights legislation and regulations that conforms with the CRC.
- Consultancy expertise drafting Malawi’s CRC Country Report.
- Presiding over court proceedings over children in adoption, guardianship, maintenance, inheritance, and custody in line with the best interests of the child.
- Inspecting childcare institutions, reformatory centres and prisons to ensure that national and CRC principles are upheld


List of most recent publications in the field of children’s rights:
(5 lines)

- “Family and Succession Law in Malawi”, International Encyclopaedia of Law, Kluwer Law International (2009).
- Numerous High Court published judgments ranging from 2010 to date outlining the best interests of the child, child friendly court room environment and the rights of the child in contact and conflict with the law.



