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	HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE
QUESTIONNAIRE ON TECHNOLOGY-FACILITATED GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS




Background
In accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 56/19, the Advisory Committee (AC) is asked “to prepare a study on technology-facilitated gender-based violence and its impact on women and girls, including by developing a better understanding of the issue, highlighting good practices around the globe in tackling gender-based violence that occurs through or is amplified by the use of technology, and making recommendations on how to address the issue” to be presented to the Council at its sixty-third session. 
In the preparation of this study, the AC was asked to seek the views and inputs from, and to take into account the relevant work already done by stakeholders.
Technology-facilitated gender-based violence is defined for the purpose of this study, as “all forms of violence and discrimination against women and girls in the public and private spheres, occurring online and offline through or amplified by the use of digital technologies, including artificial intelligence” (resolution 56/19). 
For the study, the AC intends to take in particular account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the UN Pact for the Future, including the Global Digital Compact, as well as previous studies and reports conducted by relevant stakeholders.
Deadline 
Responses can be submitted until 28 February 2025. Nonetheless, on exceptional basis, late responses to this questionnaire or further information relevant to the work of the AC on this topic may be accepted.
Questionnaire
Please answer the questions that are most relevant to your field of expertise or operation. There is no need to answer questions that may not be relevant to your work. Please provide examples and substantive information where possible. 


QUESTIONS
I. Core questions for all stakeholders 

1. Which human rights are negatively impacted by technology-facilitated gender-based violence (hereafter: TFGBV) against women and girls? Identify the most impacted rights and briefly explain why.  
One of the most affected rights is the right to privacy, as victims often experience breaches of their personal information and intimate details. This invasion of privacy can lead to severe emotional distress and a sense of vulnerability. Additionally, the right to freedom of expression is compromised. Women and girls may feel silenced or deterred from participating in online spaces due to the harassment and threats they face. This not only limits their ability to express themselves but also restricts their access to information and opportunities for social and professional engagement. The right to security is another critical area impacted by TFGBV. The psychological and physical safety of victims is often at risk, leading to fear, anxiety, and a constant sense of danger. This can have long-lasting effects on their overall well-being and quality of life. Moreover, the right to dignity is severely affected. Online abuse can degrade and humiliate victims, impacting their self-worth and social standing. This degradation can lead to social isolation and a loss of confidence, further exacerbating the harm caused. Lastly, the right to health is compromised as the stress and trauma from online violence can have long-term effects on both mental and physical health. Victims may experience anxiety, depression, and other health issues as a result of the abuse they endure.

2. Which specific groups within the wider population of women and girls are at risk of experiencing TFGBV (including on the basis of personal or group characteristics, professional occupation or contextual factors)? 
N/A
3. Are there national, regional or international norms, policy or measures, specific technologies and trends, practices or research findings you would like to highlight of particular relevance for:
a) Enabling or creating an environment for TFGBV? 
b) Preventing or eliminating TFGBV?
c) Supporting victims of TFGBV?
N/A
4. What are the main international and national normative, regulatory and governance gaps that you have identified as regards TFGBV and human rights? 
N/A
II. Specific questions relevant for all stakeholders 
International framework
5. What is the impact of TFGBV on the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? Identify the most impacted goals and briefly explain why.  
One of the most affected goals is SDG 5, which aims to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. TFGBV perpetuates gender-based discrimination and violence, making it difficult for women and girls to participate fully and equally in society.
The impact of TFGBV on SDG 3, which focuses on good health and well-being, is also profound. The psychological and physical effects of TFGBV can severely affect the health and well-being of victims. This includes increased risks of anxiety, depression, and other mental health issues, as well as physical harm in some cases.
In terms of SDG 4, which aims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education, TFGBV can disrupt the education of girls and women by creating a hostile and unsafe environment, both online and offline. This can lead to decreased participation in educational activities and lower academic performance.
TFGBV also affects SDG 8, which promotes decent work and economic growth. The fear and trauma associated with TFGBV can limit women's economic opportunities and participation in the workforce. It can also affect their productivity and career advancement, thereby impacting overall economic growth.

6. What actions at the international level would you advocate for to address these gaps and potential human rights impact? 
Updating existing human rights frameworks to incorporate digital violence and ensuring that perpetrators are held accountable. Encourage collaboration between international organizations, governments, tech companies, and civil society to develop comprehensive strategies to combat TFGBV.
7. What international organizations, bodies, or agencies are best placed to tackle TFGBV? Further, are there instances of duplication of efforts to tackle TFGBV and how do you consider this could be overcome?
UN Women, ITU, UNESCO, etc.
National framework
8. Are there national or regional statistics or other data on the prevalence of TFGBV available in your country provided by the public sector, national human rights institutions (NHRIs), NGOs or academia?
A "Eurobarometer" public opinion survey showed that 51% of Lithuanian respondents completely or partially agree that women who share their opinions on social networks should expect to receive sexist, degrading, and offensive comments. The country's rate on this issue is more than double the EU average (21%). 
More information: https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/3252

Based on the public opinion of the Equal Opportunities Ombudsperson’s office, there is a prevailing opinion that if a woman speaks out on any topic on social networks, it automatically becomes a pretext for violence or bullying in the virtual space. According to respondents, women should simply accept this. Therefore, based on research results, every third woman chooses to censor herself and not express her opinion in the virtual space at all. After all, the consequences of cyber violence can be very severe: violence that starts in the online space can and does transfer to the real world. 
8.1. If yes, what is the prevalence and types of TFGBV in your national or regional context? N/A
8.2. What gaps in research on TFGBV exist in your country or region? N/A
9. Has your country introduced any policy, legislation or other initiative to address TFGBV and its impact on women and girls at the national level? If so, please share any relevant information.
Lithuania has laws in place to address various forms of gender-based violence, including those facilitated by technology. According to Article 2, Clause 5 of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Protection from Domestic Violence, domestic violence includes intentional physical, mental, sexual, economic, or other harm caused by action or inaction in a close environment, resulting in physical, property, or non-pecuniary damage. This definition also encompasses cyber violence and its manifestations. 
In Lithuania, there is no a specific liability for the digital dimension of gender-based violence. However, Criminal Code may be applicable in such cases. General offences applying in the physical sphere (e.g., harassment and stalking) are extended to the digital sphere. 
In October 2021, Lithuania has criminalized stalking, allowing victims of stalking, including in the digital dimension, to feel safer now that their rights are protected. Further law enforcement measures should be developed.
In addition, the Communications Regulatory Authority (RRT) has been a participant of the “Safer Internet” project for 15 years already. RRT coordinates internet hotline “Clean Internet” which receives various notifications about cyber bullying, pornography, and other information that is forbidden to be distributed. RRT specialists provide consultations to social network users on the removal of illegally posted personal or harmful information, recovery of hacked accounts, setting appropriate security and privacy options on social networks.
 Lithuania plans to strengthen mechanisms for preventing gender-based violence, including cyber and sexual violence, by incorporating Directive (EU) 2024/1385 into national law.
in particular, has your country implemented any action on:
a) Technology-facilitated gender-based sexual violence?
b) Technology-facilitated gender-based harassment and bullying?
c)  Technology-facilitated gender-based trafficking and exploitation?
d)  Technology-facilitated gender-based privacy violations?
10. Are there national or regional initiatives that address specific groups of women and girls?
N/A
11. From a human rights perspective, what are the key regulatory and legislative gaps at the national level? In addition, what new legal or other measures are required to address TFGBV and what obstacles hinder their implementation?
N/A
12. What specific mechanisms are in place to support victims of TFGBV? 
In particular:
a.) What current legal remedies and actions are available for victims of TFGBV in your country? 
Since January 2024, in Lithuania operates 25 accredited Specialized Comprehensive Assistance Centres, funded with 3.055 million EUR annually. These centres support all victims of gender-based violence, including technology-facilitated violence. The Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Protection from Domestic Violence mandates municipalities to offer a voluntary violent behaviour change program. The Ministry of Social Security and Labour approved this program, trained 70 managers, and monitors its implementation. To promote the program, the Ministry provided municipalities with publicity templates, shared best practices, and organized inter-institutional meetings to address challenges. Currently, 39 out of 60 municipalities offer residents the opportunity to attend the program voluntarily.

b.) Are there specific authorities or entities, such as equality bodies or NGOs, that support victims of TFGBV at the national level? If so, how do they tackle TGBV and support victims?
The police actively cooperate with non-governmental organizations, including the National Centre for Information on Sexual Violence (NISSC), funded by the Ministry of Social Security and Labour. This centre provides information on assistance options for victims of sexual violence and their relatives, as well as methodological assistance and training for various specialists, including police officers. (NISSC website: www.prabilk.lt).

The Women’s Information Centre organized trainings on "Violence, Harassment, and Stalking on the Internet" for members of the Lithuanian Association for the Assertion of Women's Rights and Helpline for Women volunteers, funded by the Ministry of Social Security and Labour. In early 2024, the Centre conducted "Safe and Visible in Cyberspace" trainings for European Parliament and Seimas candidates, with participation from the Lithuanian Women's Rights Association. Later, two "Only YES Means YES" trainings were held for the Lithuanian Women's Lobby Organization, covering the EU Directive on violence against women, funded by the European Commission and the European Women's Lobby. In 2025, the Ministry of Social Security and Labour plans to transpose the EU Directive on combating violence against women and domestic violence into national legislation, enhancing measures to tackle cyber-violence.

13. Is your country collaborating at the international level with regional or international organizations to address TFGBV? If yes, specify which organizations and provide relevant information if possible.
The Lithuanian police have been actively involved in training programs to improve their response to domestic and gender-based violence. A training was conducted through the project "Improving the Quality of Work and Strengthening Competencies in the Justice Chain to Protect Victims of Domestic and Gender-Based Violence," funded by the European Economic Area and Norwegian Financial Mechanisms Program. During the training, officers gained knowledge and competencies needed to respond to reports of domestic and gender-based violence, collect evidence of stalking, and improve communication with victims. They also learned about the links between gender stereotypes and gender-based violence.
Community officers raise awareness during meetings with communities by discussing actions to protect oneself online (not sharing personal information). In meetings with youth, they emphasize the dangers of sexual exploitation and provide knowledge on how to avoid it (not sending intimate photos, not engaging in personal conversations with strangers, not meeting strangers, and seeking help if personal information is shared online and leads to intimidation or blackmail). This information is also shared on social media to increase awareness.

III. Specific questions relevant for national human rights institutions (NHRIs), victim support organisations and/or help lines, industry, and academic institutions 

Questions specific to technology and industry practices
14. Are there any specific technology, industry practices or policies relevant that either enable, increase, prevent or tackle TFGBV?
15. What is the role of self-regulation of industry in addressing TFGBV and are there good practices in that regard?
16. Are there established or promising good practices or new developments by industry, including regarding cooperation with civil society, academia or other stakeholders preventing or tackling TFGBV? 
17. Are there specific initiatives addressing TFGBV against certain groups of women and girls (including on the basis of personal or group characteristics, professional occupation or contextual factors) that you consider as good or promising practices or actions?  
18. Are there mechanisms or good practices on assessing the impact of new technology (at the development or functioning) on TFGBV (e.g. impact assessments)? 
Questions specific to the work of national human rights institutions (NHRIs), help lines and survivors and survivor centred-organizations, civil society in general and academia
19. Does your institution or organisation develop any practices, policies, campaigns or research relevant to understanding, preventing, raising awareness or tackling TFGBV?
20. Has your institution or organisation developed any practices, policies, campaigns or research relevant to supporting victims of TFGBV?
21. Are there specific good or promising civil society initiatives, campaigns or research addressing TFGBV against certain groups of women and girls (including on the basis of personal or group characteristics, professional occupation or contextual factors))?  

IV. Specific questions relevant for the special procedures of the Human Rights Council, United Nations Treaty Bodies, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

22. What work are you, your body or the OHCHR currently carrying out in the field of TFGBV and human rights? Please provide any relevant information such as links to reports, background material, sections or units involved, etc.
23. What are the gaps, if any, in the existing international human rights protection framework to address the impact of TFGBV? How could they be best addressed?
24.  How could the current international human rights framework be best used or developed to address the impact and challenges of TFGBV with regard to the promotion and protection of all human rights? 
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