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FFM-SUDAN - URGENT CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
MANDATE REPORT SEPTEMBER 2026

Mandate

The Independent International Fact-Finding Mission for the Sudan (“FFM-Sudan”) was established by the UN Human Rights Council through resolution 54/2 of 11 October 2023 (available here: A/HRC/RES/54/2) and mandated  to inter alia investigate and establish the facts, circumstances and root causes of all alleged violations and abuses of human rights and violations of international humanitarian law, and related crimes in the context of the ongoing armed conflict that began on 15 April 2023, between the Sudanese Armed Forces (“SAF”) and the Rapid Support Forces (“RSF”), as well as other warring parties; to collect, verify, analyse and consolidate information and evidence of such violations and abuses, including those affecting women and children, and record and preserve all materials; to identify those individuals and entities responsible for violations or abuses, or other related crimes; to make recommendations, in particular on accountability measures, all with a view to ending impunity and addressing root causes, and to cooperate with judicial and other entities, as appropriate.

Public reporting

The mandate of the FFM-Sudan has been extended twice, most recently through Human Rights Council resolution 60/3 of 6 October 2025 (available here: A/HRC/RES/60/30). That resolution asked the FFM-Sudan to present an oral update on its work to the Council at its 62nd session (June 2026), to be followed by an enhanced interactive dialogue, and a comprehensive report at its 63rd session, to be followed by an interactive dialogue (September 2026), and to present the report to the General Assembly at its 81st session (October 2026), to be followed by an interactive dialogue. 

Request for information and submissions

In this context, the FFM-Sudan is seeking information and documentation that is relevant to its ongoing investigation, from all interested parties - including direct victims, witnesses, medical and legal experts, civil society organizations, regional and international entities, and States. Any information and documentation provided will help inform the FFM-Sudan’s upcoming public reporting. 

The FFM-Sudan is particularly interested in receiving information and documentation on the following issues:

1. Facts and circumstances related to human rights violations and abuses, violations of international humanitarian law, and related crimes by all parties to the conflict and their allied militias in the context of the ongoing conflict, in particular from June 2025 to date, such as:
· Any violations or abuses, and related crimes committed by all parties to the conflict in El Obeid, the capital of North Kordofan.
· Aerial attacks, including by drones, impacting civilians or civilian objects, including through the destruction of objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population, humanitarian infrastructure and aid agencies.
· Information on the targets of aerial attacks, including by drones; the types of drones and munitions employed; the affiliation of drone operators; how drones were introduced into the conflict in Sudan; their country of manufacture, transit routes, modalities and financing.  
· Recruitment and use of children in armed conflict, including their use in aerial attacks – for example, as operators or in intelligence gathering – and the warring parties with which they are affiliated.
· The impact of aerial attacks, including drone strikes, on civilians in all affected areas, including but not limited to violence to life and person, restrictions on freedom of movement and other related rights.
· The impact of aerial attacks on the enjoyment of economic, social, and cultural rights, such as the right to health, including sexual and reproductive health and maternal healthcare, education, work, adequate housing, and access to food and water.
· The gendered impact of aerial attacks on men, women, and children, including on their gender roles – for example, the additional responsibilities placed on women in female-headed households – household composition, and gender-based violence. This includes whether women and girls face heightened risks of harassment, sexual violence, displacement, and forced or early marriage.
· Attacks against humanitarian and health workers, and undue restrictions imposed on humanitarian access.
· Illicit/unlawful acquisition and movement of weapons, ammunition and related material, including information on types of weapons, supply routes, and the individuals, entities and networks facilitating these activities.
· Recruitment, training and arming of mercenaries, via transit countries into Sudan, and the locations of sites/bases where the mercenaries are present in Sudan.
2. The economic and other root causes and consequences of the violations and abuses, and related crimes, particularly information on the war economy and any external support provided to the warring parties.
3. To the extent possible, identification of persons and entities allegedly responsible for violations or abuses, including security forces and other armed actors, business enterprises, State institutions, and individuals - including external actors – involved in perpetrating or facilitating the alleged violations and/or abuses, and related crimes.
4. Recommendations on measures of prevention, protection, and reparation.
5. Recommendations on measures to be taken by third States, intergovernmental organizations, civil society, business enterprises and other private sector actors to halt the illicit flow of weapons, munitions, mercenaries, and related dual-use materials to conflict parties; enforce embargoes; mediate a peace agreement; and strengthen human rights protection and the promotion of equality, truth, justice, remedies and reparations.

How to submit information
Information and documentation can be submitted to the FFM-Sudan through different means as outlined in the steps below. In case of questions or concerns, or individualised secure sharing options, please contact its Secretariat at ffmsudan@un.org. Information and documentation can be submitted in English or Arabic and at any time, however, the deadline for consideration by the FFM-Sudan for its upcoming public reporting is 31 July 2026. 

Steps for submissions

1. Prepare your information and documentation in English or Arabic and complete the submission form (English/Arabic) available on the FFM-Sudan webpage under “Call for submissions”: https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/ffm-sudan/index
2. Send your information and documentation along with the completed submission form as attachments by email to submissions-ffmsudan@un.org. Please use a secure and ideally encrypted email account (such as Proton Mail) and do NOT include sensitive information in the subject line of the email. Instead, use as subject line “FFMS submission 2026”.
3. Alternatively, including for the transmission of any sensitive or larger batches of information and documentation, kindly use the Tresorit, a secure file transfer service, by following these steps: 1) access the Tresorit system through this link https://web.tresorit.com/r#5EBbUnuCCaS3EUY59mhyBQ, 2) click “Add Items” and select the information you wish to submit, 3) insert your email address in the text box so that the FFM-Sudan can identify the sender, 4) check that all is correct and click “Upload”.
4. For those that do not have access to email or online file sharing, you may also leave a voice message over Signal to the following number: +254 768427194. The FFM-Sudan will then reach out to arrange further contact through secure means.
5. After sending an email or message to the FFM-Sudan, please make sure to fully delete it from all your devices (including from the Trash folder), and do not save the FFM-Sudan’s submission email address in your contacts.

For security reasons, please note that the FFM-Sudan will NOT acknowledge receipt of the information and documentation submitted to it. Should you require an acknowledgement of receipt from the FFM-Sudan, kindly explicitly indicate this in your email or reach out to its Secretariat by email to ffmsudan@un.org. 

Please note that information and documentation submitted to the FFM-Sudan will be handled with due regard for confidentiality and protection concerns. Names and other identifying information will not be included in public reporting where this could place individuals at risk or where consent for such disclosure has not been provided. Kindly note that not all information or documentation received will necessarily be reflected in the FFM-Sudan public reporting. It will further not be possible to consider information or documentation that concern cases or incidents that fall outside the scope of its mandate as outlined at the start of this Call for Submissions (available here: A/HRC/RES/54/2)

Safety and protection of sources

The FFM-Sudan attaches the utmost importance to the protection of sources, notably through the principles of confidentiality and ‘do no harm’. These principles aim to safeguard the life, safety, freedom and well-being of survivors, witnesses and other individuals, groups and organizations cooperating with the FFM-Sudan. It will use and/or share the information provided by individuals, groups and organizations in strict accordance with their stated wishes.   

To minimize risks to safety and security, the FFM-Sudan advises individuals, groups, and organizations to also take their own measures as may be required, including for individuals to keep their contact with the FFM-Sudan confidential. Any threats or acts of reprisals or intimidation for cooperation with the FFM-Sudan should be immediately communicated to its Secretariat, by email to ffmsudan@un.org or Signal +254 768427194.

More information

For more information on the work of the FFM-Sudan, including its public reports issued to date, please visit its webpage at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/ffm-sudan/index 
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