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Good morning everyone. I am very pleased to see all of you here. I would like to sincerely thank the Permanent Missions of the Maldives and Mauritius, along with Co-facilitators Ambassador Schroderus-Fox and Ambassador Bwanali Mussa and the OHCHR for convening this important pledging event.

Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States face unique challenges due to economic limitations, climate impacts, and external vulnerabilities. This includes, but certainly is not limited to, disproportionate exposure to climate change, limited access to resources, and socio-economic challenges – all topics that are regularly discussed and addressed in the Human Rights Council. It is thus essential that the LDCs and SIDS participate in the Council’s activities and discussions.

The Trust Fund has been essential in achieving universal representation of the Human Rights Council (HRC), by enabling the participation of under-represented LDCs/SIDS countries, in particular those without permanent representation in Geneva. Its impact translates into increased capacity of government officials from LDCs/SIDS in the area of human rights. The LDCs/SIDS Trust Fund has thus been instrumental in building resilience, supporting governance structures, and strengthening human rights frameworks in these countries.

Since assuming my functions as President of the Human Rights Council, I have greatly enjoyed meeting the beneficiaries of the OHCHR-administered Trust Fund at each session of the Council. My exchanges with them have shown a deep knowledge and passion around the issues we are working on and a commitment to actively engaging in the Council and the multilateral system as a whole in order for their voices and positions to be heard 

The success of the LDCs/SIDS Trust Fund has shown the value of multilateral collaboration. Partnership between governments, international organizations, and donors is essential to creating impactful, sustainable outcomes for LDCs and SIDS.

However, the Trust Fund is experiencing serious funding difficulties, with its voluntary contributions reaching a record low in 2023. There is an urgent need for additional funds to sustain and expand the Trust Fund’s reach, especially as demands grow. Revitalized support is imperative for the Fund to be able to keep bringing LDCs and SIDS to attend Council sessions and continue its capacity-building activities. 

For this reason, I wish to encourage government officials and donors to scale up financial commitments, emphasizing that increased funding will empower LDCs and SIDS to uphold human rights and foster sustainable growth more effectively. It is important for existing and new donor countries to contribute predictable multi-year funding so that LDCs and SIDS can continue to be represented at the Council and to avail of the Trust Fund’s capacity-building opportunities in the field of human rights.
I take this opportunity to express my most sincere thanks to the current donors and partners, and inspire potential new donors to contribute generously, to advance the shared mission for a fairer and more resilient world.



