High Commissioner Turk, 
Your Excellencies,
Colleagues and friends, 
Talofa lava, and good afternoon, 
First and foremost, I wish to congratulate Maldives and Mauritius for their outstanding work and taking lead of this important initiative since its inception. 
It is a privilege to be addressing you all today, as a former beneficiary from the Asia Pacific Region, and in particular from a Pacific Small Island Developing State.  
To participate and engage in the Human Rights Council, is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for many persons from least developed countries, and small islands developing states. 
When I arrived for the 40th session of the HRC, it was my first time at the Council, without a Permanent Mission in Geneva, and most importantly, during winter.  Notwithstanding, that no one from my division, had attended a Human Rights Council before, so I was considered a pioneer for the team, and at the same time a guinea pig.  I can confirm that the Trust Fund’s targeted orientation course enhanced Samoa’s ability to effectively engage at the Human Rights Council not only at its 40th session, but also in sessions past, and sessions to come. My experience as a beneficiary became useful as well, in the work of Samoa’s National Mechanism for Report, Implementation and Follow-Up, of which I was a part of its Secretariat. 
Your first Human Rights Council is the most memorable one and builds a lot of character.  I returned to Geneva two years ago, once Samoa had established a Permanent Mission and often drew from what I learned at my first Council session. The familiarity with the Council proved advantageous, as we hit the ground running, a month after we arrived and at the 50th session of the Human Rights Council. I believe our first ever statement as a Permanent Mission was during the second week for the inaugural interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on climate change. Climate change is a high priority issue for my country, given its existential threat to our survival. And I appreciate, that the knowledge gained as a Trust Fund beneficiary, accelerated our engagement. 
I will always remain grateful to OHCHR, and my fellow beneficiaries for their guidance, support, and friendship. Acknowledging also, the generous assistance for donors who facilitated Samoa’s and others participation. It would be remiss of me, not to highlight that without this Trust Fund, the voices of many LDC/SIDS without a Permanent Mission in Geneva would be on mute. I say mute and not silent, because we do have a voice, however, there certain constraints that hinder our ability to take the mic in Room XX and speak up. Diversity of voices must be leveraged to the benefit for the full respect, promotion, and protection of human rights, and towards greater understanding amongst us.  The ceiling of Room XX is indicative of this with its different colours and stalagmites.
Speaking of colour, it is a cultural norm for the Pacific islands to have flowers on the ear or in our hair. We appreciate that while it can brighten up the meeting room, it however can signal that we are missing if there is no flower to be seen. Only half of the Pacific SIDS HRC Members are represented permanently in Geneva, six out of twelve. While we do our utmost best to contribute to the dialogue and multilateralism, we are often faced with conflicting schedules and competing priorities.  Therefore, it is always a difficult decision to make, as to which session would we attend because the reality is that we cannot be in two places at once. 
Indeed it is a great challenge for those of us with a Permanent Mission here to remain active at the Council, given the expanding programme of work and resolutions, and recognising there are a wide range of UN organizations and agencies headquartered in Geneva, that small delegations like Samoa must cover. The discontinuation of hybrid modalities has put us in a more difficult predicament, as we run up, down, and across Geneva to be present. The Trust Fund has been, for the lack of a better word, a life saver, to assist LDC/SIDS delegations here with much needed additional support. In this regard, It is with every intention of Samoa to utilize the Trust Fund to enhance our participation and work at the Human Rights Council.
To conclude my remarks, I wish to share with you a few names out of the _____ former beneficiaries, Ms. Ane Iati, Elizabeth Tagi, Olive Vaai, Fitiao Faoagali from Samoa, and not forgetting my Trust Fund Beneficiary classmate or counterpart from the 40th session, Ms Nthabiseng Lelisa of the Lesotho Permanent Mission. The value added from this Trust Fund and impact it has had for beneficiaries, for capital, and for Permanent Missions and Embassies is immeasurable. There is a strong desire to continue building on the Trust Funds achievements, and I again express my deepest thanks to OHCHR, and those of you who are pledging and contributing to this necessary support mechanism for your profound commitment in enriching the capacity of Least Developed Countries, and Small Island Developing States, and for changing the lives of many. 
Faafetai tele lava, I thank you. 
