Statement by H.E. Mr. Omar Zniber, President of the UN Human Rights Council
Opening Ceremony of the LDCs/SIDS Trust Fund Regional Workshop for the Asia Region
Maldives, 3 December 2024

Your Excellency Dr. Hala Hameed, Secretary, Bilateral, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Maldives.
Your Excellency Ms. Salma Rasheed, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Maldives to the UN in Geneva, 
Mr. Mahamane Cisse-Gouro, Director, Human Rights Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division, 
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour to address you today at the opening ceremony of this important workshop. Allow me first to extend my heartfelt gratitude to my sister, H.E. Ms. Salma Rasheed and, through her, to the Government and people of the Republic of the Maldives for hosting this event and specially for the warm and gracious welcome, I have received in this beautiful country. It is both an honour and a privilege to be with you on this important occasion of the second regional seminar for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs), organized under the auspices of the Voluntary Technical Assistance Trust Fund. Your leadership in championing the LDCs/SIDS Trust Fund has been exemplary, your continued engagement with contributing countries to ensure its success. I also wish to commend the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Trust Fund Secretariat for organizing this workshop.

Excellencies, 
Distinguished Participants, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your task during this Regional Workshop for the Asia region, as outlined in Human Rights Council resolution 49/32 of 2022, is multifaceted and vital. It involves reflecting on the remarkable achievements of the Trust Fund to date, while also critically examining areas where further improvements can be made to enhance its impact. This is an opportunity to assess the value and effectiveness of the Trust Fund’s activities in fulfilling its core mandate—providing training and capacity-building support to Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). Your contributions are key to ensuring that these activities continue to strengthen the engagement of LDCs and SIDS in the work of the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms, ultimately fostering greater inclusivity and representation in the global human rights discourse. 
Strengthening the inclusivity and universal representation of the Council has been a guiding principle of the Trust Fund since its inception. This year alone, the Fund has facilitated the participation of 43 delegates from 43 countries, enabling their active engagement in the Council’s sessions and processes. I am proud of this accomplishment and deeply grateful for the commitment demonstrated by the LDCs and SIDS.

Last week, Morocco had the honour of hosting the 2024 Human Rights Council’s Retreat in Rabat. This retreat brought together representatives from member states, regional and political groups, civil society, and other UN entities in a constructive and informal environment to discuss the most pressing issues of our time. Four key themes underpinned our discussions:
· Assessing the Council’s achievements and challenges since its establishment.
· Strengthening the Council’s efficiency and effectiveness.
· Rethinking the relationship between the Council and the broader UN system, particularly in New York.
It goes without saying that our discussions were firmly rooted in today’s most pressing issues, encompassing critical thematic areas such as climate change and its impact on human rights, the effective participation of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in the work of the Council, the widening gap of inequalities, and the evolving challenges and opportunities of human rights in the digital age. These priorities resonate deeply with the goals of this seminar. It is imperative that the voices of SIDS and LDCs are not just heard but actively shape the Council’s deliberations on these global challenges. Your perspectives on issues such as climate resilience, equitable development, and the human rights dimensions of new technologies are invaluable in crafting responses that are both inclusive and effective.

As President of the Human Rights Council, I have been deeply committed to fostering meaningful dialogue, enhancing cooperation across regions, and addressing emerging challenges through innovation and collaboration since the start of my tenure. This year, I have had the distinct pleasure of welcoming several beneficiaries of the Fund on multiple occasions, engaging in mutually inspiring discussions about how to amplify their voices and ensure their perspectives resonate more effectively within the Council. These exchanges have underscored the importance of inclusivity and reaffirmed our shared commitment to the universality of human rights, equality, and justice.

The outcomes of the recent Rabat retreat further emphasized the critical need to bridge the gap between global commitments and regional realities. This seminar exemplifies that mission, providing a unique forum for diverse perspectives and shared experiences to shape actionable solutions. Together, we can integrate your priorities into the Council's work, ensuring that our collective efforts translate into tangible benefits for rights-holders in your countries and beyond.

Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen

The LDCs/SIDS Trust Fund stands as a flagship initiative of the Human Rights Council, embodying the spirit of inclusivity and universal representation. Since its inception, it has enabled 71 underrepresented Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to actively participate in the work of the Council, ensuring that their voices are heard on the global stage. The Trust Fund’s impact is clear. It has enhanced the capacity of beneficiaries to engage meaningfully with the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms, particularly on issues that deeply affect them, such as climate change and the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment. The Maldives’ leadership, including its role in securing the landmark 2021 resolution recognizing this right, underscores how critical it is for LDCs and SIDS to be present and active in the Council’s deliberations.

Through its targeted training programs and capacity-building activities, the Trust Fund has empowered beneficiaries to return home equipped to lead treaty body reviews and Universal Periodic Review (UPR) processes. Some alumni have gone on to establish permanent missions in Geneva or represent their countries at the Council, as we have seen with the Marshall Islands, Samoa, and Suriname. This progress affirms that having a seat at the table can drive meaningful change.

This workshop provides a timely opportunity to reflect on the Trust Fund’s achievements, assess its challenges, and identify areas for improvement. As mandated by Human Rights Council resolution 49/32, your discussions will contribute to OHCHR’s comprehensive evaluation of the Trust Fund, to be presented at the 64th session of the Council in 2027.
In this context, I encourage participants to focus on:
1. Reflecting on how the Trust Fund has built capacities, fostered engagement, and amplified the voices of LDCs and SIDS in the Council.
2. Exploring creative solutions to address the increased costs of participation and the decline in contributions to the Trust Fund since the COVID-19 pandemic.
3. Pointing out key issues of importance to the Asia region, such as climate change, migration, and sustainable development, ensuring they remain central to the Council’s agenda.
Your recommendations will be critical in strengthening the Trust Fund’s training and capacity-building mandate and ensuring that its vision of universal representation remains alive. Let us also take this opportunity to reaffirm the importance of collaboration and solidarity among Member States in addressing the pressing challenges of our time.
The Human Rights Council will continue to support the Trust Fund in its mission to create a more inclusive and representative international human rights framework. Together, we can ensure that the voices of LDCs and SIDS are not only heard but also shape the future of human rights for generations to come.

I wish you a fruitful and productive workshop, and I look forward to seeing the actionable recommendations that emerge from your discussions.

Thank you


