Bangladesh’s Engagement with UN Special Procedures: country visits, communications
Bangladesh has consistently maintained active and robust engagement with the United Nations Special Procedures mechanism, reflecting its unwavering commitment to promoting human rights and fostering constructive international dialogue. By facilitating the Special Rapporteurs (SRs) and Independent Experts (IEs), Bangladesh has demonstrated transparency and openness to external assessments, allowing experts to visit the country and provide recommendations on a wide range of human rights issues. Bangladesh has hosted numerous official visits, highlighting its consistent willingness to address concerns and implement international recommendations in a collaborative manner.  

These engagements have encompassed a broad spectrum of topics, including climate change, food security, religious freedom, gender-based violence, human trafficking, and the rights of marginalized communities. For example, discussions on freedom of religion and interfaith harmony were facilitated during visits in 2000 and 2015. Bangladesh emphasized its cultural diversity and took steps to foster religious tolerance, while addressing challenges in maintaining interfaith harmony. Similarly, gender-based violence, an issue of global importance, was prioritized during visits in 2000 and 2013, with an emphasis on strengthening protective measures for women and girls.  

Climate change, a pressing issue for a vulnerable country like Bangladesh, has also been a central focus of recent engagements. In 2022, the Special Rapporteur on Climate Change visited Bangladesh to assess its vulnerabilities and the impact of environmental changes on human rights. The government highlighted its proactive adaptation strategies, including community-based climate resilience programs and the implementation of climate-sensitive policies to safeguard its population. These visits underscored Bangladesh’s leadership role in addressing climate-related challenges globally.  

The country’s commitment to safeguarding civil society and human rights defenders has also been evident through consistent engagement with international bodies. Bangladesh has created an enabling environment for civil society organizations to operate while respecting national laws and policies. This collaborative approach has ensured that human rights defenders can contribute meaningfully to the country’s socio-political landscape. Judicial independence and adherence to international legal standards remain fundamental to Bangladesh’s approach to human rights. Through its responses to concerns about judicial processes, the government has demonstrated its resolve to uphold fairness and justice in alignment with global principles.  

Recent reforms have further highlighted Bangladesh’s proactive approach to addressing human rights issues. In September 2024, Bangladesh engaged with the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID), underscoring the government’s focus on transparency and accountability. Key reforms included Bangladesh’s accession to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (CED), the establishment of a high-powered Commission of Inquiry to investigate past cases of enforced disappearances, and the creation of a Police Reform Commission aimed at preventing future violations. These initiatives reflect the government’s determination to address historical challenges while reinforcing the rule of law.  

Bangladesh has also extended an invitation to an OHCHR Fact-Finding Team to conduct swift investigations into unresolved cases. The recent signing of the CED by Honorable Chief Adviser was met with widespread international recognition, with global human rights organizations describing it as a landmark step towards ensuring justice and accountability. This development reflects Bangladesh’s commitment to aligning its domestic policies with international human rights standards.  

The country’s constructive cooperation with international mechanisms is further exemplified by its active engagement with the Special Rapporteur on Myanmar, particularly since 2018. This collaboration underscores Bangladesh’s dedication to addressing regional challenges, including the Rohingya refugee crisis. The government has emphasized the importance of international solidarity in ensuring the safety, dignity, and voluntary repatriation of Rohingya refugees, while also addressing the humanitarian needs of affected communities.  

Through its consistent engagement with UN Special Procedures, Bangladesh reaffirms its commitment to fostering accountability, protecting vulnerable communities, and advancing shared global goals. The government’s constructive responses, proactive measures, and dedication to implementing international recommendations underscore its role as a proactive and responsible member of the international community. By prioritizing cooperation and inclusivity, Bangladesh continues to work toward a brighter future, promoting peace, development, and the protection of human rights for all. 

As a committed, responsive, responsible, and contributing member of the international community, Bangladesh takes its obligations under human rights instruments with utmost seriousness. Bangladesh makes her best efforts to comply with all UN human rights mechanisms despite its various capacity constraints. In a span of nine months between 2022 and 2023, Bangladesh facilitated the visits of six special procedure mandate holders. 


Bangladesh has responded to 58 communications covering 83 unique mandates since 2011. The communications addressed a variety of critical issues, including judicial independence, freedom of expression, rights of indigenous peoples, violence against women, and climate change. Bangladesh provided responses to 21 communications, reflecting a steady commitment to addressing these concerns.

Recent Visit
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Türk, visited Bangladesh from October 29-30, 2024. His visit included high-level meetings with Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus, key advisers, the Chief Justice, the army chief, and leaders of reform commissions, focusing on judicial independence, governance reforms, and accountability.
He addressed students and participants of recent protests, emphasizing the role of youth in shaping a progressive future and fostering democratic values. Additionally, he met with UN agencies and diplomatic missions to reaffirm international cooperation on Bangladesh's human rights and development priorities. The visit underscored Bangladesh's commitment to advancing human rights both nationally and globally.
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