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Mr. President,
Distinguished Delegates, 

I am grateful for the opportunity to address the Human Rights Council today, together with Dr. Susan Bazilli and Professor Monika Płatek. Our Group is pleased to present a Conference Room Paper on accountability, detailing options to counter the deeply ingrained culture of impunity in Belarus. These options reflect the aspirations of Belarusian citizens who have shared their vision with us for a lasting transition grounded in justice. We are privileged to be their voice.

This thematic report was prepared in accordance with our mandate to recommend accountability measures aimed at ending impunity, addressing its root causes, and ensuring justice, effective remedies, and reparations for victims. At a time when international law faces extraordinary challenges, we believe that this report places any prospect of accountability in Belarus within existing international and national legal frameworks.

Mr. President,
Since May 1, 2020, as we have repeatedly reported to this Council, thousands of Belarusians have been arrested and arbitrarily detained for exercising their rights to freedom of expression, opinion, assembly, and association. Many have been subjected to torture and ill-treatment during arrest and in detention facilities, and hundreds of thousands more have been forced into exile. We have determined that some of these violations constitute crimes against humanity, specifically political persecution and imprisonment.

While the recent release of Sergei Tikhanovsky and other political prisoners after years of their arbitrary detention is welcome, it does not change today's reality: serious violations and crimes that began in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election - continue.
Belarusians are entitled to expect that their State will meet its obligations under international law to hold perpetrators accountable. Yet Belarus has shown both an inability and unwillingness to investigate or prosecute international crimes. Since May 2020, there have been no genuine investigations or disciplinary proceedings against alleged perpetrators. On the contrary, officials allegedly implicated in gross violations have been promoted or even celebrated.

At the center of this culture of impunity stands the President of Belarus. Based on four years of victim and witness testimony, defectors’ accounts, and extensive documentation, we have reasonable grounds to believe that President Lukashenko, along with other senior officials identified in our paper, established and implemented a policy to suppress dissent and maintain power in 2020. He exploited the State apparatus to preserve his authority and played a significant role in perpetrating these violations and crimes.

With no credible prospect of accountability within Belarus, victims are turning to the international community for responses. Domestic courts cannot offer reliable redress. However, States have acted—through referrals to the International Criminal Court, domestic investigations, diplomatic efforts, and targeted sanctions. Our paper also considers several additional avenues, such as inter-state litigation before the International Court of Justice to establish responsibility for violating the Convention against Torture.

However, judicial measures alone are insufficient. Any effort to combat impunity must also guarantee victims’ rights to truth, reparation, and assurances of non-recurrence. As detailed in our paper, comprehensive strategies are required to dismantle the system of repression and create a movement toward justice.

Given the gravity of our findings, we strongly recommend that no business enterprise operating in Belarus maintain financial or economic ties with members of the security forces or with companies owned or controlled by them. This is especially critical regarding private military and security companies active in Belarus.



Mr. President, Distinguished Delegates,

Our Group will continue to serve as a platform for truth and accountability for the victims of Belarus. We count on this Council to join us in a shared purpose: ending impunity for perpetrators of human rights violations and international crimes in Belarus.

Let me now speak in Russian.
Уважаемые господа! 
Наша экспертная группа, созданная Советом по правам человека и наделенная независимым статусом, неоднократно во всех письмах, запросах  и здесь в этом зале предлагала белорусским властям вступить в диалог с Группой. Мы рекомендовали им представить нам свою позицию, свои аргументы, но они так до сих пор и не откликнулись. Главный их аргумент - что это якобы вмешательство во внутренние дела Беларуси. 
!!С этими идеями Вы, господа - безнадежно опоздали.  В 21 веке Человек не должен быть беззащитен перед произволом  властей, а власти не могут безнаказанно попирать права человека — напомню, мы с вами в Совете по правам человека. Человечество давно выработало МИНИМАЛЬНЫЕ стандарты соблюдения прав человека - государство ведет свою политику самостоятельно без вмешательства со стороны, но у мирового сообщества есть право и обязанность дать оценку грубым отступлениям от подписанных страной соглашений в области  прав человека. 

Thank you.
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