59th session of the Human Rights Council

Panel discussion on the realization of the human rights 
to safe drinking water and sanitation
Concept note (as of 24 June 2025)
	Date and venue:   
	Thursday, 26 June 2025, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva 
(will be broadcast live and archived on https://webtv.un.org)


	Objectives:
	Aiming to provide inputs into the preparatory process of the 2026 United Nations Water Conference, the panel discussion serves as a platform:
· To share good practices, solutions and lessons learned in the realization of the human rights to water and sanitation;
· To take stock of challenges and barriers in the implementation of the human rights to water and sanitation, including those experienced by persons and groups that face discrimination or are in a situation of vulnerability;
· To discuss the integration of human rights and human rights-based approaches into the 2026 United Nations Water Conference, including the preparatory process, the six interactive dialogues and outcomes of the conference;
· To identify ways to ensure effective, safe and meaningful participation of rights-holders, environmental human rights defenders, civil society, local governments and community organizations in the 2026 United Nations Water Conference. 

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Paul Empole Losoko Efambe, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement:
	Ms. Nada Al-Nashif, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Panelists: 
	Mr. Pedro Arrojo Agudo, Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 
H.E. Mr. Jamal Jama Al Musharakh, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva
Mr. Ndongo Niang Ba, Minister-Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of Senegal to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva
Ms. Carmela Curup, Association of Mayan Lawyers and Notaries of Guatemala

	Outcome:
	The panel discussion is convened as a contribution to the 2026 United Nations Water Conference. In accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 57/13, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights will prepare a summary report on the panel discussion and submit it to the Human Rights Council at its sixty-first session in February-April 2026.

	Mandate:
	In its resolution 57/13 of 10 October 2024, the Human Rights Council decided to convene at its fifty-ninth session a panel discussion, accessible to persons with disabilities, on the realization of the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation, with a particular focus on mainstreaming these rights into the upcoming 2026 United Nations Water Conference. 

	Background:
	Access to safe drinking water and sanitation are basic human rights and indispensable to life, health and people’s dignity and to the realization of other human rights. Nevertheless, 2.2 billion people still lack safely managed drinking water and 3.5 billion do not have access to adequate sanitation. Persistent inequalities in access to water and sanitation reflect and exacerbate multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination and exclusion, for example for homeless people, women and girls, minorities, asylum seekers, refugees, internally displaced persons, persons with disabilities, older persons, Indigenous Peoples and those living in informal settlements and rural areas.
The Human Rights Council, in its resolution 57/13, underscores the importance of highlighting the human rights dimension at the 2026 United Nations Water Conference, and possible future United Nations Water Conferences, including by reflecting the importance of human rights across all segments and notably in the interactive dialogues, inter alia, through the active participation of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation and other relevant special procedure mandate holders and mechanisms of the Human Rights Council, such as the Social Forum, and by ensuring broad and inclusive civil society representation, especially all women and girls, Indigenous Peoples, peasants, persons with disabilities and persons in marginalized or vulnerable situations.
Additionally, the resolution requests the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation, with a view to promoting the progressive realization of the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation at the 2026 United Nations Water Conference, to actively engage, in collaboration with States and other stakeholders, in the preparatory process to ensure that the human rights dimension is adequately reflected in the agenda and outcome of the Conference and to ensure broad and inclusive civil society representation.

	Format:
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for podium interventions, including the opening statement, panellists’ presentations, and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. The panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available. 
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages.

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the StreamText web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 57/13 of 10 October 2024 on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation
· Human Rights Council resolution 56/11 of 11 July 2024 on menstrual hygiene management, human rights and gender equality
· Statement by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on menstrual health (21 June 2022)
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation on water and economy nexus: managing water for productive uses from a human rights perspective (A/HRC/57/48, 2024) 
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation on human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation of people living in impoverished rural areas (A/77/167, 2022)
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation on human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation of indigenous peoples: state of affairs and lessons from ancestral cultures (A/HRC/51/24, 2022) 
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation on climate change and the human rights to water and sanitation, Part 2: The impacts of climate change on the human rights to water and sanitation of groups and population in situations of vulnerability (2022)
· UN-Water Roadmap for the Integration of Human Rights to Water and Sanitation
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