60th session of the Human Rights Council

Annual half-day panel discussion on the rights of Indigenous Peoples
Theme: Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the context of a just transition to sustainable energy systems, including in relation to critical minerals
Concept note (as of 8 September 2025)
	Date and venue:
	Wednesday, 24 September 2025, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Assembly Hall, Palais des Nations, Geneva 
(will be broadcast live and archived on https://media.un.org/en/webtv)

	Objectives:
	This year’s panel discussion aims to: 
· Discuss the need to create binding policies and guidelines to require free, prior and informed consent for all projects that affect Indigenous Peoples and their lands and territories in accordance with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
· Analyse the impact of renewable energy development, including practices related to protecting and respecting Indigenous Peoples' rights, across the value chain of transition mineral extraction and renewable energy projects. 
· Reflect about examples of successful partnerships between Indigenous Peoples and renewable energy developers to highlight best practices and foster collaboration.
· Identify further measures that could be undertaken to safeguard Indigenous Peoples' rights within the context of a just transition. 

	Chair:
	H.E. Ms. Salma Rasheed, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement:
	Ms. Nada Al-Nashif, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Panellists:
	· [bookmark: _Hlk112657895]Ms. Joenia Wapichana, President of the National Indigenous Peoples Foundation of Brazil (FUNAI)
· Mr. Shankar Limbu, Secretary of the Lawyers’ Association for Human Rights of Nepalese Indigenous Peoples and representative of Indigenous Peoples’ Rights International
· Ms. Sara Olsvig, Chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Council
· Ms. Anexa Alfred Cunningham, Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

	Outcome:
	A summary report of the discussion will be prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and submitted to the Council prior to its sixty-second session.

	Mandate: 
	The Human Rights Council decided to hold an annual half-day panel discussion on the rights of Indigenous Peoples in its resolution 18/8 of 29 September 2011. In its resolution 57/15, adopted on 10 October 2024, the Council decided that the theme of the 2025 panel discussion would be “the rights of Indigenous Peoples in the context of a just transition to sustainable energy systems, including in relation to critical minerals.”

	Background:
	A just transition to sustainable energy systems is essential to meet the urgent challenges posed by the changing climate. However, it must be undertaken in a way that fully respects and protects human rights, including the rights of Indigenous Peoples. As the world increasingly shifts toward renewable energy and the extraction of critical minerals intensifies, Indigenous Peoples face mounting pressure on their lands, territories and resources. This transition, if not guided by human rights obligations, risks deepening existing inequalities, marginalization and environmental injustices.
Indigenous Peoples have long been stewards of ecosystems that are now central to the global energy transition. Their territories are disproportionately affected by renewable energy development and mineral extraction, with a significant proportion of transition mineral projects located on or near Indigenous lands and territories. Mining and other extractive activities often proceed without the free, prior and informed consent of affected Indigenous Peoples’ communities, in contravention of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and frequently result in the loss of livelihoods, environmental degradation, and threats to cultural integrity and self-determination.
At the same time, Indigenous Peoples are leading innovative approaches to sustainable energy, offering knowledge systems and practices that are grounded in respect for nature and intergenerational responsibility. The contributions of Indigenous women in particular have been vital in preserving and transmitting scientific and technical knowledge that can support more inclusive, sustainable and equitable transitions.
Despite these contributions, policy and legal frameworks pertaining to the energy transition often fail to integrate Indigenous Peoples’ perspectives and rights. There is a need to develop standards that ensure the meaningful participation of Indigenous Peoples in all decisions affecting them and to ensure that benefit-sharing mechanisms are fair and effective. Current gaps in regulation and accountability frameworks leave Indigenous Peoples vulnerable to rights violations, particularly in the context of global demand for critical minerals such as lithium, cobalt and nickel.
This panel discussion will explore how human rights-based approaches, anchored in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, can help safeguard Indigenous Peoples’ rights in the context of the energy transition. It will also highlight emerging partnerships between Indigenous Peoples’ communities and the renewable energy industry.

	Format:
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for podium interventions, including the opening statement, panellists’ presentations, their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to ask panellists questions or to share relevant experiences. Panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility: 
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the StreamText web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolutions 18/8 of 29 September 2011 and 57/15 of 10 October 2024 on human rights and Indigenous Peoples
· United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, annex to General Assembly resolution 61/295 of 13 September 2007
· Study of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on the rights of Indigenous Peoples in the context of critical minerals to ensure a just transition (E/C.19/2025/6)
· Report of the Secretary-General's Panel on Critical Energy Transition Minerals (2024)
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples entitled “Indigenous women and the development, application, preservation and transmission of scientific and technical knowledge” (2022) (A/HRC/51/28)
· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of Indigenous Peoples entitled “Green financing – a just transition to protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples” (2023) (A/HRC/54/31)
· Human Rights Council resolution 59/25 of 8 July 2025 on human rights and climate change 
· Report of the International Expert Group Meeting: “The rights of Indigenous Peoples, including those in voluntary isolation and initial contact in the context of the extraction of critical minerals” (2024) (E/C.19/2025/4)
· International Labour Conference resolution concerning a just transition towards environmentally sustainable economies and societies for all, ILC.111/Resolution V (2023)
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