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Mr. President, Excellencies and distinguished delegates,

I have the honour to present the report on the activities of the Special Rapporteurs, Independent Experts and Working Groups in 2024, during which mandate holders continued their individual and collective work. 

As Chair of the Coordination Committee, I am before you at a moment where the whole human rights system and the core principles of multilateralism are being tested to their limits. At the beginning of this session, as government leaders and representatives from all over the world gathered in Geneva, 46 mandates called on all States to reaffirm their full commitment to the UN Charter-based multilateral international order with human rights and freedoms at its core. We also called on States to demonstrate their readiness to defend these core values. Now is the time for States, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations, businesses, universities and other actors to stand up for all human rights for everyone – not just in Room XX, but everywhere.

We must act to ensure that human rights regain the central place they deserve. Strong political will is needed to defend various UN institutions and mechanisms – including Special Procedures – that are increasingly under attack in implementing their mandates. New cross-regional and multi-stakeholder alliances should be built to defend and strengthen the human rights ecosystem. 

Mr. President,

This report is an attempt to capture all the work and achievements made by mandate holders individually and collectively in 2024. Last year was particularly challenging, especially due to the financial situation that seriously curtailed our activities. Despite these challenges, mandate holders did their best to rise to the challenge and deliver for the benefit of rights and rights holders – they continued to be at the forefront of the human rights response to crises and challenges. 

The contributions of Special Procedures to the global human rights agenda are manyfold. The report shows that Special Procedures keep bringing new and emerging issues and their impact on human rights to the attention of States and other actors. Mandate holders also tackled cross-cutting issues such as: the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; women’s human rights and gender equality; the prevention of human rights violations; security, conflict and peacebuilding; elections and democracy; climate change; new technologies; and children’s rights. 

The report also shows the numerous means used by mandate holders to engage with States and other stakeholders to provide technical advice on human rights issues and follow-up to recommendations. Their significant contributions to prevention, the continued development of human rights standards or various legal processes are also highlighted. 

In 2024, mandate holders continued to seek closer cooperation with the wider UN system (including its agencies, funds and programmes) as well as with regional mechanisms, contributing significantly to human rights mainstreaming. This engagement was particularly visible regarding the Summit of the Future. Using the opportunity of the Annual Meeting last year, Special Procedures issued a joint declaration on the Pact for the Future, reaffirming that human rights remain central to a peaceful, inclusive and sustainable future. They called for stronger integration of human rights into UN initiatives and urgent action to address the severe underfunding of the UN’s human rights pillar. Highlighting global challenges, Special Procedures urged measures to protect people, rebuild institutions and ensure justice. The experts called on governments to fully integrate human rights into global goals and pledged to build trust between the UN and those it serves, ensuring freedom, peace and sustainable development for all.

Engaging with the Council and the General Assembly on a regular basis is essential for Special Procedures. This is a unique moment of dialogue where we can share the results of our work and get essential insights to fulfil our mandates. Our presence in New York allows us not only to engage with numerous stakeholders and New York based entities, but also underscore the nexus between the three pillars of peace and security, human rights, and sustainable development. It is clear that human rights belong to New York as much as they belong to Geneva.

The Coordination Committee has also continued its efforts to constantly evaluate and optimize the working methods of Special Procedures. We have promoted dialogue and constructive engagement with States and other actors. The Committee has continued to use the internal advisory procedure to ensure that mandate holders operate in line with the Code of Conduct. We have continued our commitment to financial transparency. The Committee is also developing internal guidance on the use of social media by mandate holders. The Annual Meeting of Special Procedures, that had to be postponed to December due to the financial situation, was a key opportunity to discuss key strategic issues, engage with States and other stakeholders, and continue improving our working methods. Detailed information on all these processes is available in the report and, in more detail, on the website of the Special Procedures. 

Mr. President,

States’ cooperation is essential to allow mandate holders to fully implement their mandates. Available data indicate that Special Procedures generally enjoy fruitful cooperation from States and other stakeholders. Initiatives have also been taken to illustrate that cooperation is mutually beneficial, such as the continued collection and dissemination of good practices of States as well as impact stories of the work of Special Procedures. While the number of country visits was reduced in 2024 due to the liquidity crisis, I am happy to report that Vanuatu accepted a visit for the first time in its history, helping us reducing the list of countries never visited by a mandate holder to only 20. Similarly, six countries accepted a visit after more than 5 years without a visit (Benin, Guinea-Bissau, Marshall Islands, Samoa, Thailand and the United Arab Emirates). 

While many States devoted considerable efforts to developing constructive cooperation with mandate holders, others continued to refuse visits or accepted only a select few. 91 States did not receive a single visit in the last five years, though 80 of them received at least one request. Cooperation is therefore partial or selective. Some States have also announced publicly that they will boycott certain mandates or are conditioning access to the country to the examination of certain territories. I encourage you to look at the table in the addendum of the report presenting a complete overview of cooperation by States with Special Procedures in relation to country visits and communications. I hope that this comprehensive system developed by OHCHR will give this Council the means to call for more cooperation by all States with mandate holders.

To fulfil our mandates effectively, Special Procedures also need necessary financial resources. As the other part of the UN system, we have been deeply affected by the liquidity crisis. It is therefore critical for States to take decisive collective steps to secure sustainable funding for the human rights system, including Special Procedures. It will be a worthy investment to build an equal, just, inclusive, peaceful and sustainable world. 

The fact that several mandate holders were again subjected to public and ad hominem attacks for carrying out their work during 2024 is of serious concern. This trend has unfortunately continued this year. The vilification, threats and personal attacks faced by mandate holders who spotlight human rights violations and atrocities all over the world are unacceptable. Raising politically divisive and sensitive subjects or bringing new issues to the table is very much part of the work of Special Procedures, and this may give rise to robust debate and diverse viewpoints. However, a threshold is breached when criticism is not directed at the work of an independent expert, but veers into disparaging personal remarks. Being subject to scrutiny and criticism is inherent to the role of Special Procedures. However, personal attacks, threats and intimidation (including of family members) are an intolerable burden for the experts.

Similarly, the role and essential contributions of all those who fight and defend human rights around the globe should be fully recognized and any intimidation or reprisals against them prevented and condemned in the strongest terms. Mandate holders cannot be the “eyes and ears” of the Council without free space for civil society organizations and human rights defenders to operate and engage with us.  

We are privileged and honoured for the role that we are called to play by the Council. However, the Coordination Committee also expresses serious concerns at attempts to undermine our standing, visibility and independence within the UN system and beyond. We call on all to support our work, respect our integrity, and preserve our independence and autonomy, because the legitimacy of the Council will suffer if its Special Procedures were undermined. 

Mr. President,

Now more than ever, it is the time for everyone, especially States, who believe in the value of the rule of international law, justice, human rights, peace and security and sustainable development to come together to vehemently defend these core values and the institutions that safeguard them. Crises like the ones the world is facing now also offer opportunities for leadership and building new alliances. Special Procedures and their Coordination Committee are committed to continuing our work without any fear or favour during these challenging times. We count on your support in doing so. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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