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30 September 2024

Statement by the Chairs of the Human Rights Treaty Body on the Pact for the Future
We, the Chairs of UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies, welcome the adoption of the Pact for the Future by the Heads of State and Government at the Summit for the Future at the UN Headquarters on 22 September 2024. 
We appreciate, in particular, the Pact’s emphasis on human rights, including Member States’ commitment to realizing their obligations to respect, protect and fulfil human rights and to implement all relevant international human rights instruments. We also welcome the reaffirmation that the three pillars of the United Nations – sustainable development, peace and security, and human rights – are equally important, interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that we cannot have one without the others.
We consider it particularly important for the treaty bodies that the Pact makes references to efficient and effective mandate delivery of the human rights mechanisms and to their adequate, predictable, increased and sustainable financing, to enable them to respond to human rights challenges with impartiality, objectivity and non-selectivity.
Human Rights treaties are the legal bedrock of the UN human rights architecture, and the treaty body system is a key mechanism to uphold international human rights law against increasing pressures around the globe.   
However, treaty bodies are currently struggling to fulfil their critical mandates. While the need for treaty bodies’ engagement keeps mounting, serious backlogs and delays, fuelled by woefully inadequate resources and outdated tools, are eroding their efficiency, effectiveness and impact on the ground. 
Concrete steps are urgently needed to strengthen this unique system.  That is why treaty bodies have agreed on a clear road map to bolster the system, through enhanced predictability, harmonization and a digital shift. Our committees are ready to implement these much-needed measures, to the benefit of Member States and rights-holders alike. However, to do so, we need “adequate, predictable, increased and sustainable financing”. 
We therefore call on Member States to ensure that the positive language in the Pact for the Future is swiftly followed up by decisive support for treaty body strengthening, including through increased regular budget resources to implement the improvements needed. 
Such support is essential to achieve our common goal of ensuring that the treaty bodies can deliver their pivotal mandates and play their role in contributing to “a better future for people and planet”.
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