[image: United Nations Human Rights]		[image: A blue text on a black background

Description automatically generated]


HRC 57 Side Event - Active, Free and Meaningful Participation in development 

 Room XXVI      Tuesday 17 September 2024      14:00 – 15:00

OHCHR and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung

Speakers: 
· Baigalmaa Galigaa, a representative of a local and nomadic community, Khovd Province, Mongolia, who will cover her experience engaging in participation in local development.

· Mihir Kanade, Chairperson of the Expert Mechanism on the Right to Development, who will cover conceptual framework and legal standards of active, free, meaningful participation in the context of development.

· Renate Tenbusch, Director, Friedrich-Ebert Stiftung, Geneva, who will cover FES’s work facilitating the participation of CSOs in national and global development processes.

· Moderator: H.E. Davaasuren Gerelmaa, Permanent Representative of Mongolia

This event will discuss the means and methods of expanding and strengthening the active, free and meaningful participation of local communities and civil society actors in development policies and projects. Speakers will share strategies to overcome obstacles to participation and suggestions on how to guarantee the rights of individuals to participate in development. Invited speakers will also consider the standards of ‘active’, ‘free’, and ‘meaningful’ participation and identify helpful advocacy tools to strengthen understanding of these standards of participation in practice.
Background:
The Declaration on the Right to Development states that all persons should be both the active participant and beneficiary of development. Accordingly, development policies should be elaborated on the basis of the active, free and meaningful participation of the entire population and all individuals to ensure that they contribute to development outcomes and facilitate the ultimate goals of the right to development: the constant improvement of their well-being and the fair distribution of the benefits of development.
Development policies, projects, and practices often envisage very limited means of participation of those potentially affected by decisions. Treating members of society as observers instead of active participants of development exacerbates and further entrenches inequalities. As recently highlighted by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, States have an imperative to “advance freedom through development.” The key to advancing freedom through development is to level the playing field, so that different individuals, groups, and local communities participate in decision-making processes actively, freely and meaningfully from inception of a development policy or project through to its elaboration, implementation, and evaluation. This event will explore tool that offer the opportunity for coordination amongst individuals affected by development projects, including for example, social media which has facilitated greater access to information, assisted campaigns for greater transparency in development processes, and promoted more diverse views directly to decision-makers.
Facilitating active participation in development requires positive steps from States to empower and engage individuals to participate through providing the necessary resources, capacity and conditions to do so. It also requires the population to be actively encouraged to seek to engage in these processes.  Free participation requires guaranteeing that no one faces intimidation or reprisals and necessitates the removal of legislative and technical limitations on engagement. Meaningful participation requires the achievement or delivery of expected development outcomes in co-production with affected populations, in order for their engagement to not be symbolic thus meaningless.
Ensuring active, free, and meaningful participation also brings benefits to States, and builds trust between institutions and individuals. By engaging those potentially affected in advance, many of the socio-economic risks associated with development processes can be mitigated or avoided. Policies and projects would be more sustainable, better targeted to populations’ needs, have a better foundation, greater legitimacy, and help ensure fairer distribution of benefits of development by addressing existing inequalities.
Ensuring active, free, meaningful participation in development processes and decision-making contributes to and benefits from the respect and realization of other human rights such as the right to freedom of expression, access to information, freedom of assembly and association, privacy and non-discrimination. It is necessary to promote the right to participate at all levels, particularly at the local level where decisions that directly affect human lives are made, and where they have the biggest potential to meaningfully influence their own development.
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