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Right to Development: Global Mapping Project
Guidance Note for Contributors

Background

On 4 December 1086, the UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Right to Development (Declaration). The Declaration defines the right to development as “an inalienable human right by virtue of which every human person and all peoples are entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social, cultural and political development, in which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be fully realized.” 

The right to development is refenced in numerous:
· declarations (e.g., Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 1992, Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 1993, Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 1995, Doha Political Declaration of the World Social Summit 2025);
· international policy frameworks (e.g., 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Pact for the Future 2024, Sevilla Commitment 2025);
· regional human rights instruments (e.g., African Charter on Human and Peoples 1981, Arab Charter on Human Rights 2004, Association of Southeast Asian Nations Human Rights Declaration 2012); and 
· national constitutions (e.g., Constitution of Ethiopia 1995, Constitution of Malawi 1994). 

To contribute to the promotion, protection and fulfilment of the right to development, the UN Human Rights Council established the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the right to development in September 2016. The Council established an Expert Mechanism on the right to development in September 2019 to identify and share best practices with States to promote the implementation of the right to development. States are currently negotiating an international convention on the right to development. 

Objectives

As the world community commemorates the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the 1986 Declaration, the Special Rapporteur has launched a new multi-year global mapping project to document how the right to development is recognised and implemented in different UN Member States. Mapping for each State will be conducted by university academics and students using the Questionnaire prepared by the Special Rapporteur and under the guidance of his team. All mapping reports will be made publicly available on the mandate’s website after an internal review. 

The project seeks to: 

1) identify policies, programmes and projects adopted by States to implement the right to development and in turn leave on one behind;
2) document good practices and challenges in realising the right to development;
3) enhance the understanding of Governments, UN entities, multilateral development banks, development partners, researchers and other stakeholders about the progress made as well as ongoing challenges in realising the right to development; and
4) assist States in negotiating, ratifying and implementing the proposed Covenant on the Right to Development.

Guidelines 

· The mapping should be completed by using the Questionnaire and be informed by the Declaration, other relevant instruments and the leaflet, Decoding the Right to Development.  

· Please try to answer all questions to the best of your ability. The Questions are divided in four parts: 
Part A: Background (basic information about the Country’s political and legal system); 
Part B: Recognition in Laws and Policies (the Country’s constitutional provisions, laws and policies that recognise or relate to the right to development); 
Part C: Implementation (how the laws and policies are applied in practice, including achievements, challenges and monitoring mechanisms); and 
Part D: Engagement and Outreach (the Country’s position towards the right to development at regional and international levels). 

· If a question is not relevant or information is not publicly available, please write “NA” or “Information unavailable”. 

· Each completed Questionnaire should focus only on one selected Country.

· Only use publicly available information from reliable sources and ensure the accuracy of the information. 

· Please provide citations for all factual assertions in your responses. Citations should be in footnotes and contain all the information necessary for third parties to find and verify your sources, such as law/book title, publisher, year and page/para/section number. If a source is available online, please provide a weblink. 

· All Questionnaires should be completed in English. For non-English sources (including laws, policies or judicial decisions), please provide the original name and the English translation in parenthesis. For example, Artículo 9 de la Constitución Política del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia (Article 9 of the Political Constitution of the Plurinational State of Bolivia). 

Contact details

Please email a completed Questionnaire as a Word file to: gmp.sr.development@gmail.com 

For any queries, please contact the Special Rapporteur’s external intern, Mr Aditya Raut: gmp.sr.development@gmail.com  

The Special Rapporteur and his team would like to thank in advance all contributors for their contributions to support this project.
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