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The participation of persons with disabilities in elections in the Republic of Azerbaijan, on an equal basis with other citizens entitled to active and passive electoral rights, is guaranteed and regulated by the country's election legislation. The law ensures that voters with disabilities are able to exercise their electoral rights freely and without obstacles.
According to Article 17.6.19 of the Election Code, one of the fundamental principles of electoral bodies' activities is to ensure all possible conditions for the participation in elections (referendum) of voters with disabilities or other physical impairments requiring special arrangements to exercise their right to vote.
In accordance with Article 56 (II) of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, persons whose incapacity has been determined by a court decision are not entitled to participate in elections and referendum. Except for this provision, every citizen with active voting rights has the right to initiate the creation of referendum campaign groups and if they meet the requirements set forth by legislation, to be elected as a Member of the Parliament, President, or member of a municipality - the right to passive voting. The legislation does not impose any restrictions on the participation of persons with disabilities in elections, either as candidates or as voters.
Since 2003, the Central Election Commission (CEC, hereinafter) of the Republic of Azerbaijan has been implementing a range of large-scale projects aimed at ensuring the free, independent and unimpeded exercise of voting rights by voters with disabilities. These initiatives are designed to promote the active integration of persons with disabilities into society and to guarantee equal opportunities with other social groups.
Following the CEC's decision in 2003 concerning the participation of visually impaired voters in elections, a special assistive tool - a stencil - was introduced to ensure the confidentiality of their vote. Since that time, persons who have partial or complete visual impairment have been able to vote independently for their preferred candidate using stencils containing all ballot information in Braille.
For voters with mobility impairments, the CEC has introduced another practical measure to enable them to access polling stations and vote freely. In cooperation with the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Population of the Republic of Azerbaijan, surveys have been conducted across the country to identify areas with a high concentration of voters with permanent physical disabilities. In such locations, polling stations are placed in accessible buildings, and ramps are installed to ensure independent access for voters without external assistance. During recent elections, ramps were installed in nearly 2,500 polling stations, thus providing suitable conditions for voters with physical disabilities to move freely and exercise their right to vote. Experience has shown that these ramps have become an effective means of ensuring the independent participation of such voters in the electoral process.
For the purpose of informing voters with hearing impairments, all CEC video materials are systematically prepared with subtitles. Disseminated through national television channels and social media platforms, these videos significantly contribute to the awareness and education of hearing-impaired voters, in line with other segments of the electorate.
It should also be noted that election legislation allows a voter with disability who is unable to independently fill in a ballot paper on election day to invite any person of their choice (except members of the precinct election commission or observers) into the voting room or booth to assist them. In such cases, the surname and initials of the assisting person are recorded in the voter list alongside the voter's signature confirming receipt of the ballot paper.
Furthermore, in accordance with the requirements of the Election Code, voters who are unable to come to the polling station on election day due to health reasons or other valid circumstances are provided the opportunity to vote using a mobile ballot box.

