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Equal Participation in Political and Public Life: Disability Inclusion
UNDP’s work on disability inclusion is grounded in a rights-based and systemic approach that emphasizes empowerment, participation and accountability. UNDP supports countries in advancing the rights of persons with disabilities and ensuring their full and effective participation in political, economic and social life. 
The UN Disability Inclusion Strategy (UNDIS) provides an overall framework for UNDP’s institutional and programmatic efforts. Through UNDIS, UNDP has made progress in mainstreaming disability inclusion across policies, programmes and operations and ensuring the participations of organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs) in decision-making processes. UNDP regularly engages in consultations with OPDs to ensure that its work reflects lived experiences, strengthens accountability and promotes meaningful participation in policy and governance processes. 
In April 2025, UNDP also endorsed the Amman-Berlin Declaration on Global Disability Inclusion, adopted at the Global Disability Summit. The Declaration commits endorsing organizations to advance disability inclusion across all areas of international cooperation and to work towards ensuring that at least 15 percent of development programmes explicitly include disability inclusion as an objective by 2028. 
Translating these commitments into practice, UNDP works with governments, electoral management bodies, parliaments and civil society to ensure that persons with disabilities can actively engage in political processes, policy dialogue and public decision-making at all levels. 
Political Participation[footnoteRef:1] [1:  All documentation, tools and knowledge products referenced in this overview are either linked or available in the accompanying folder.] 

The UN Electoral Policy on Promoting the Electoral Rights of Persons with Disabilities through UN Electoral Assistance provides guidance to ensure that electoral processes are fully inclusive and accessible, enabling persons with disabilities to exercise their political rights. UNDP’s country-level work reflect this commitment through targeted interventions that remove barriers to participation and strengthen institutional capacities. 
Across countries, UNDP’s assistance spans the entire electoral cycle – from voter registration and civic education to candidate participation and accessible polling. 

Country Examples
Madagascar 
In Madagascar, UNDP introduced Braille voting materials for the first time, enabling thousands of visually impaired voters to cast their ballots independently and confidentially.
Liberia
In Liberia, UNDP, as part of its electoral support, has advanced the inclusion of persons with disabilities in political life through a range of targeted initiatives. These include accessible civic and voter education using radio, visual materials and sign language interpretation, the introduction of tactile ballots enabling independent voting and biometric voter registration. The voter registration collected national data on voters with disabilities for the first time, enhancing accessibility, awareness and participation across the electoral process.  
Libya
In Libya, UNDP has supported the High National Election Commission (HNEC) in advancing the participation of persons with disabilities in electoral and political life. Key measures include the adoption of regulations reserving seats for persons with disabilities in municipal and national elections, the establishment of a dedicated disability inclusion unit in the HNEC and ensuring accessible polling stations. Inclusive outreach and communication, including the use of sign language interpretation, workshops and participation in global disability forums have strengthened visibility and representation. 
Zimbabwe
In Zimbabwe, UNDP played a key role in the supporting the development and adoption of the Zimbabwe Disability Inclusion Policy (ZDIP). UNDP provided technical expertise and facilitated stakeholder consultations involving organizations of persons with disabilities, federations, staff from Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) and service providers. This support strengthened ZEC’s institutional capacity and ensured that the policy reflects inclusive practices across the electoral process for persons with disabilities. 
Moldova
In Moldova, UNDP has promoted the political participation of persons with disabilities through awareness campaigns that encouraged them to stand as electoral candidates, resulting in the election of seven mayors and several local councillors in 2023. UNDP also supported analyses on gender and disability representation in elections and funded design tools to make public buildings, polling stations and meeting spaces accessible. Additionally, electoral assistance efforts improved accessibility by enabling home voting through mobile ballot boxes and booths for voters with mobility constraints and by ensuring inclusive communication through sign language interpretation, Braille and audio. Together with civil society partners, UNDP has also assessed the accessibility of all 2000 polling stations. The audit results are published online on an interactive map which provides a detailed accessibility rating for every polling station nationwide. The audit data shows not only entry conditions but also surrounding area and building infrastructure, offering decision-makers and voters a clear, transparent picture of accessibility standards.  
Vanuatu
In Vanuatu, UNDP has strengthened the inclusion of persons with disabilities in elections by supporting accessibility measures, mobile voting for individuals unable to reach polling sites and training for election officials. With UNDP’s support, the Vanuatu Electoral Office launched the Accessibility in Elections campaign, produced a short film and song to promote inclusion, and worked to ensure that persons with disabilities received national ID cards and are registered to vote. In addition, the new Electoral Act (2024) removed previous voting restrictions and introduced an accessibility provision requiring appropriate arrangements to enable persons with disabilities and others with special needs to cast their vote. 
Pakistan
In Pakistan, UNDP has advanced disability-inclusive electoral processes and political participation in close partnership with Election Commission of Pakistan. Key achievements include the institutionalization of the Gender and Disability Electoral Working Group (GDEWG), nationwide consultations on inclusive voting and introduction of BRIDGE[footnoteRef:2] training on disability rights and elections. UNDP has also supported reforms to make the electoral framework and census language more inclusive, developed accessible civic and voter education materials featuring Pakistani sign language and Braille, and strengthened the coordination among election authorities, civil society and organizations of persons with disabilities.  [2:  BRIDGE (Building Resources in Democracy, Governance and Elections) is a resource/tool designed to strengthen the capacity of people and institutions involved in electoral processes. ] 

Lebanon
In Lebanon, UNDP has supported the participation of persons with disabilities in the 2025 municipal elections through its partnership with the Lebanese Union for People with Physical Disabilities (LUPD). The collaboration included nationwide awareness session, advocacy with government counterparts and a social media campaign encouraging persons with disabilities to engage as candidates and observers. UNDP also supported and enabled LUPD’s participation in training government staff to better assist voters with disabilities. During the 2025 elections, a nationwide accessibility exercise covering 2231 polling stations identified key barriers and produced actionable recommendations that now serve as an advocacy tool ahead of the 2026 parliamentary elections. 
Sierra Leone
In Sierra Leone, UNDP supported a nationwide assessment with the National Electoral Commission and disability inclusion stakeholders to identify barriers to electoral participation for persons with disabilities. The study highlighted issues such as inaccessible polling sites and limited accessible voter information, leading to recommendations for improved accessibility, staff training and greater inclusion of persons with disabilities in electoral operations, which informed the revision of the Commission’s Disability Policy in 2018. 
Tunisia
In Tunisia, UNDP has advanced the political participation of persons with disabilities through inclusive civic education, capacity-building and data-driven initiatives. Working with organizations of persons with disabilities, UNDP co-designed a programme on media and information literacy (MIL) for persons with disabilities, focused on strengthening access to accurate electoral information and countering misinformation and hate speech online. UNDP also developed accessible electoral education materials in Braille, sign language and easy-read formats, and conducted the first national baseline study on barriers and opportunities for political participation of persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities in Tunisia, contributing to national evidence and policymaking.
Solomon Islands
In Solomon Islands, UNDP has supported the Electoral Commission to integrate inclusion across all electoral phases. UNDP ensured that discussions and advisory support outcomes fed into an inclusive electoral reform roadmap, with specific recommendations on accessibility, outreach, and consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs). Disability inclusion was also incorporated in the Commission’s strategic plan and materials was developed on election training for polling staff on assisting and including voters with disabilities, including guidance on their rights at polling stations and accessibility measures. Materials included instructional videos used in nationwide pre-election trainings. Sign language interpretation was introduced at the Commissions communication and media centre, covering live election announcements, televised programmes, and social media voter information events
Bolivia
In Bolivia, UNDP has supported discussions within the electoral management body and national forums to promote inclusive measures such as assisted voting regulations, prioritized services for persons with disabilities, mobile voter registration and accessible polling stations. 
Nepal
In Nepal, UNDP through its Parliament Support Programme, facilitated an interaction between Members of Parliament and representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities to review the Act Relating to Persons with Disabilities. The discussion focused on aligning the Act with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), particularly the rights of women with disabilities to equal participation in public and political life. The event strengthened dialogue between lawmakers and OPDs, generated concrete recommendations for legal reform, and secured parliamentary commitments to address gaps in supported decision-making, accessibility, and political representation.
Ethiopia
In Ethiopia, UNDP has strengthened the participation of persons with disabilities in elections through a BRIDGE Workshop on Equal Access, bringing together the National Election Board of Ethiopia (NEBE), the Human Rights Commission, civil society and disability organizations. The workshop developed practical strategies and a roadmap to improve accessibility and inclusion in electoral processes. UNDP also supports NEBE in increasing the accessibility of polling stations through on-site assessments and in conducting research to better understand the barriers faced by persons with disabilities ahead of the next general elections.
Bangladesh
In Bangladesh, UNDP supports the Bangladesh Election Commission (BEC) in making the 2026 national elections more inclusive for persons with disabilities. In partnership with Sightsavers, UNDP facilitated consultations where OPDs presented recommendations now integrated into the BEC’s reform roadmap. Key actions include improving accessible voter registration, piloting mobile registration units and training election officials on disability inclusion. These efforts aim to ensure that over 3 million voters with disabilities can participate fully and equally in the upcoming elections. 
Vietnam
In Vietnam, UNDP and the Viet Nam Federation on Disability (VFD) are advancing the political participation of persons with disabilities ahead of the 2026 National Assembly and People’s Council elections. A national training programme has prepared over 90 aspiring candidates with disabilities to stand for office, while UNDP’s engagement with election bodies supports reforms to remove legal and procedural barriers and ensure equal opportunities to vote and run for election.
Sri Lanka
In Sri Lanka, UNDP has supported the Parliament of Sri Lanka in advancing inclusive governance and participation of persons with disabilities. A sign language interpretation facility was introduced for all parliamentary sessions and outreach events, ensuring citizens with hearing impairments can access debates and committee proceedings. The initiative’s success led the Parliamentary Secretariat to institutionalize the post of sign language interpreter within its official staff cadre in 2025. Building on this progress, UNDP’s continued advocacy contributed to the establishment of a Parliamentary Caucus on Persons with Disabilities in 2024, with technical support provided to develop its workplan. UNDP also facilitated consultations between parliamentary committees and disability organizations, helping identify barriers to participation, and supported the Parliamentary Development Action Plan (2024–2027) to embed inclusivity across all parliamentary functions.

Public Life
UNDP promotes the meaningful participation of persons with disabilities in public life as part of its broader commitment to inclusive governance and civic engagement. This involves strengthening institutions, policies and public spaces so that persons with disabilities can participate equally in decision-making, access public services and contribute to civic and social dialogues. Across countries, this commitment is reflected in initiatives that remove barriers and enable full participation in public life. 
Ukraine
In Ukraine, UNDP supports the Government in implementing the National Strategy on the Promotion of a Barrier-Free Environment and contributes to the Council on Barrier-Free Environment under the Cabinet of Ministers. UNDP has also guided over 500 local authorities in establishing local inclusivity councils and integrating accessibility principles into community planning. Together with national partners, UNDP promotes an inclusive civil service and ensures disability inclusion across humanitarian and recovery efforts. 
Zambia: A Transformative Strategic Plan for Disability Inclusion 
UNDP Zambia, in partnership with the Ministry of Finance and the Zambian Association of Persons with Disabilities is strengthening disability inclusion in national development. A key initiative is the Handbook on Planning, Budgeting, Monitoring, and Evaluation, used to train organizations of persons with disabilities, leading to increased participation in various decision-making structures. Additionally, UNDP supports disability mainstreaming across government, including the National Disability Mainstreaming Guidelines. A capacity assessment of organizations of persons with disabilities informs targeted advocacy support, while technical assistance in CRPD-compliant budgeting enhances inclusive governance. These efforts align with the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy, ensuring both rights holders and duty bearers are empowered for sustainable, inclusive development.
Dominican Republic: Advancing Disability-Inclusive Employment
UNDP, in collaboration with the Ministry of Labor and the National Disability Council, has launched two key guides to promote the labour inclusion of persons with disabilities in the Dominican Republic. The Employer’s Guide provides businesses and public institutions with tools to foster inclusive recruitment, hiring, and workplace culture, while the Job Seeker’s Guide equips persons with disabilities with strategies for navigating the job market. These resources complement the government’s “Pathway to Employability” initiative, reinforcing a systemic approach to disability-inclusive employment. 

Morocco: Advancing Disability Inclusion for a More Equitable Society
In Morocco, UNDP is driving systemic change to ensure that persons with disabilities can fully participate in society, in line with the country’s New Development Model and international commitments. In partnership with the Ministry of Solidarity, Social Development, Equality, and Family, UNDP has supported efforts to harmonize legal frameworks, improve accessibility, and digitize disability certification processes. Investments in sign language standardization and a national monitoring system are enhancing service delivery, while workplace accessibility and inclusive recruitment policies within UNDP Morocco set an example for broader institutional change. 
Kuwait: Achieving Kuwait 2035 Vision Toward Persons With Disabilities
In Kuwait, UNDP is collaborating with Kuwait’s Public Authority for Disabled Affairs (PADA) to provide technical assistance and building the capacities of PADA to promote inclusion of persons with disabilities as active participants in the society. 
Bermuda
In Bermuda, UNDP and the government has launched its first National Disability Register mobile application. The app enables persons with disabilities to digitally register and access tailored services. 

Knowledge Products and Guidelines
Political Participation of Persons with Intellectual or Psychosocial Disabilities
Disability Inclusive Development in UNDP
Disability-Inclusive Employment Guidelines
UNDP Social and Environmental Standards
	
	
	



