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Mister President,
Excellences,
Dear participants,
I am honoured to address you as the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities. 
Over the past year, the world has become more uncertain and divided. Multilateralism is under pressure and financing for human development, including for the rights of persons with disabilities, is shrinking. 
But even in this challenging context we do have strong tools to ensure persons with disabilities are no longer left behind. 
Next year marks 20 years of the Convention, now the second most ratified UN human rights treaty with 192 State parties. 
In April, 74 governments endorsed the Amman-Berlin declaration at the 3rd Global Disability Summit and committed to disability-inclusive development cooperation. 
I am hopeful that there is significant commitment to disability rights despite growing pushbacks against human rights. Human diversity needs to be celebrated and included. 
Let me now reflect on what persons with disabilities shared with me over the past year.  
They are deeply concerned about insufficient support and assistance, cuts to essential services and regressive reforms. They are worried about continued investments in institutions instead of community-based services and independent living.  
As part of my ongoing thematic work on families and children with disabilities, I have received extensive inputs and testimonies about families filling the gaps of insufficient and inaccessible care and support services. 
The cost is steep: poverty, isolation, negative impacts on physical and mental health, and too often, violence, abuse, and neglect. Children with disabilities and their primary caregivers, most often women, carry the brunt. I highlighted this issue in my recent thematic report on 30 years of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. 
I must also speak about the dire reality for persons with disabilities in situations of armed conflict, for example in Ukraine, Sudan or Myanmar. Just two weeks ago, I spoke with Palestinians with disabilities, including from Gaza. They feel utterly abandoned - cut off from the most basic necessities like crutches and hygiene items. They said there is no dignity left, only death. 
Excellences,
We can and must act. I urge you to seize two key opportunities:
First, the upcoming second World Summit for Social Development will focus on poverty eradication, employment and decent work, and social integration, all key issues for persons with disabilities.  
The Summit’s outcome document must reflect this, committing to inclusive and comprehensive social protections systems that address disability-related extra costs; decent work opportunities for persons with disabilities; and investments in inclusive care and support systems to foster social inclusion and dismantle inequalities. 
Second, after five years of the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy, it is time to institutionalize this initiative and ensure the UN has the resources to support CRPD implementation and inclusion at all levels - especially in humanitarian response. 
In particular, resources are needed to operationalize Security Council Resolution 2475 on the protection of persons with disabilities in armed conflict. This was my main recommendation during an Arria Formula meeting of the UN Security Council on this topic in December 2024. 
Thank you for your attention and look forward to our deliberations and engagements.  
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