The ALLIED Consolidated Dataset of Non-Lethal Attacks on Indigenous, Land and Environmental Defenders: A View on Forced and Enforced Disappearances

The Alliance for Land, Indigenous and Environmental Defenders (ALLIED) is a global network of 141 civil society actors that drives multi-stakeholder action and systematic change for the recognition, support and protection of Indigenous, land and environmental defenders (ILEDs).[footnoteRef:1]  The ALLIED Data Working Group is co-led by the International Land Coalition (ILC) and the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre with the technical support of Técnicas Rudas. The group brings together more than a dozen local, regional and global data collectors and protection organizations working to reduce the fragmentation of data on defenders. Over the past three years, the Data Working Group has created a consolidated database of non-lethal attacks against ILEDs, drawing upon a wealth of existing and long-standing monitoring and documentation initiatives from around the world. Working with Global Witness, which publishes an annual list of land and environmental defenders killed for their work on the frontlines, ALLIED focuses on non-lethal attacks that often precede lethal violence, recognizing such attacks as a critical window of opportunity and intervention.  [1:  ALLIED defines Indigenous, land and environmental defenders as individuals, organizations or communities who promote and peacefully defend human rights in connection with territories, natural resources, livelihoods and climate.] 


In its 2024 publication – Uncovering the Hidden Iceberg: A Global Perspective – the ALLIED Data Working Group released its first analysis of global non-lethal violence against ILEDs across 46 countries. Several of these attacks were forced and enforced disappearances. 

Over three years of data collection (2020-2022), the ALLIED Data Working Group recorded 48 forced and enforced disappearances[footnoteRef:2] of Indigenous, land and environmental defenders (ILEDs). In 25 of these cases (52%), the data collector reported that the defender was killed after the forced and enforced disappearance. While several data collectors working with ALLIED do not publicly share data related to the gender or sex of the defender, in cases of forced and enforced disappearance where such information was included, women accounted for 29.4% of such attacks.Of the 48 forced and enforced disappearances in the ALLIED dataset, 20.8% involved Indigenous Peoples, indicating – as with other types of attacks documented by ALLIED – that these individuals and communities were disproportionately targeted. Another 6.25% of cases targeted Afro-Colombians. The largest number of forced and enforced disappearances came from Colombia, which recorded 29 cases – 60% of the total – over three years, while in the Philippines and Mexico, data collectors reported 8 and 6 cases, respectively. In cases where data was available, defenders speaking out against harms caused by industrial agriculture and livestock appeared to be most at risk. These sectors were associated with 43.8% of reported forced and enforced disappearances. Paramilitary forces were most commonly named as the probable perpetrator in cases of forced and enforced disappearances, accounting for nearly 48% of all recorded cases, 39.6% of cases in Colombia and 50% of those in the Philippines. Armed forces and police were the second and third most likely to be listed as the probable perpetrator, accounting for 20.8% and 8.3% of cases, respectively.  [2:  Forced or enforced disappearances: When persons are arrested, detained or abducted against their will or otherwise deprived of their liberty by officials of different branches or levels of government, or by organized groups or private individuals acting on behalf of, or with the support, direct or indirect, consent or acquiescence of the Government, followed by a refusal to disclose the fate or whereabouts of the persons concerned or a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of their liberty, which places such persons outside the protection of the law. Source: United Nations. Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. GA Resolution 47/133 of 18 December 1992. Also sometimes called “enforced disappearance”, especially to underline when a state actor is among the perpetrators, whether by the State’s authorization, support or acquiescence (see for example, SDG 16.10.1 Definitions Metadata file. United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (jointly with UNESCO and ILO). Note that in some contexts, e.g. Mexico, a crime may be classified as a disappearance even when carried out exclusively by private actors (see Ley General en Materia de Desaparición Forzada de Personas, Desaparición Cometida por Particulares y del Sistema Nacional de Búsqueda de Personas).] 

