	
	
	




Enforced disappearances: Working Group concludes its 135th session 
(GENEVA, 31 January 2025) - The United Nations Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances concluded its 135th session, which took place from 27 to 31 January 2025, in Geneva, Switzerland. 
This was the first session of Mr. Mohammed Al-Obaidi as a member of the Working Group, representing the Asia-Pacific region. Mr. Al-Obaidi is an Iraqi legal expert and human rights advocate who formerly served as a member of the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED). 
During the session, the Working Group examined 150 reported cases of enforced disappearances it had transmitted under its urgent action procedure since 26 September 2024, concerning Burundi, China, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Guinea, Iran, Israel, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, Türkiye, United Arab Emirates, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), and Vietnam. 
It also reviewed 626 cases, including newly reported cases under its standard procedure and updated information on previously transmitted cases, concerning Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Cambodia, Chad, China, Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Cyprus, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Egypt, El Salvador, Guatemala, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, the Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Spain, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Türkiye, the United Arab Emirates, the United States of America, Uruguay, and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 
In accordance with its methods of work, the Working Group continued to document acts tantamount to enforced disappearance perpetrated by non-state actors exercising government-like functions or de facto control over territory and population. In this context, the Working Group decided to transmit three cases to de facto authorities in north-east Syria. 
During the session, the Working Group also reviewed and adopted general allegations with regard to obstacles encountered in the implementation of the Declaration on the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance, concerning enforced disapperances in the context of armed conflict, as well as so-called short-term enforced diapperances in the context of protests.
The Working Group held meetings with representatives of the Governments of Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Canada, Chad, Guatemala, Egypt, Japan, Kenya and the Republic of Korea, as well as with representatives of the Department for the Execution of the Judgments of the European Court of Human Rights of the Council of Europe and the Independent Institution on Missing Persons in the Syrian Arab Republic. It also held in person and online meetings with relatives of disappeared persons, non-governmental organizations, and other stakeholders.
On 28 January 2025, the Working Group held the third regional consultation on its forthcoming thematic report on “enforced disappearances in the context of the defence of land, natural resources, and the environment”, with participants from the African region. The thematic report will be presented to the Human Rights Council in September 2025.
During the session, the Working Group continued its discussions on the forthcoming study on the use of universal criminal jurisdiction in cases of enforced disappearance, which will be also be presented to the Human Rights Council in September 2025.
The Working Group decided to focus its next thematic study on memory and commemoration of enforced disappearances. The call for inputs will be announced in the second half of 2025.
Moreover, the Working Group discussed about future country visits and advanced in the follow-up on the report issued after the visit carried out to Cyrprus in 2022. In this regard, the Working Group welcomes the submission of inputs.
The decisions made by the Working Group during the 135th session will be reflected in its next post-sessional report.
The 136th session of the Working Group is scheduled from 28 April to 2 May 2025 in Bangkok, Thailand.
ENDS

The Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances is comprised of five independent experts from all regions of the world. The Chair-Rapporteur is Ms. Gabriella Citroni (Italy) and the Vice-Chair is Ms. Grażyna Baranowska (Poland); other members are Ms. Aua Baldé (Guinea-Bissau); Ms. Ana Lorena Delgadillo Pérez (Mexico); and Mr. Mohammed Al-Obaidi (Iraq).

The Working Group was established by the then UN Commission on Human Rights in 1980 to assist families in determining the fate and whereabouts of disappeared relatives. It endeavours to establish a channel of communication between the families and the Governments concerned, to ensure that individual cases are investigated, with the objective of clarifying the whereabouts of persons who, having disappeared, are placed outside the protection of the law. It also provides assistance in the implementation by States of the UN Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
The Working Groups are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN Human Rights system, is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-finding and monitoring mechanisms. Special Procedures mandate-holders are independent human rights experts appointed by the Human Rights Council to address either specific country situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. They are not UN staff and are independent from any government or organization. They serve in their individual capacity and do not receive a salary for their work.
Learn how to submit a case to the Working Group.
Learn more about the work of the Working Group.
For more information and media requests, please contact Ms. Gabriela Guzmán: gabriela.guzman@un.org or hrc-wg-eid@un.org
Follow news related to the UN’s independent human rights experts on X: @UN_SPExperts.

Concerned about the world we live in?
Then STAND UP for someone’s rights today. 
#Standup4humanrights
and visit the web page at http://www.standup4humanrights.org

	
	
	



