National Evaluation of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the implementation of the fourth phase (2020-2024) of the World Program for Human Rights Education

Section 1:	Scope of National Evaluation Reports

1.	Developing/Adopting HRE and HRE-Related Policies and Implementation Measures

A.	Reviewing educational laws and curricula to include HRE or adopting new laws and curricula, along with plans of action for implementation:

The Presidential Decree No. 1938 dated December 27, 2011, approved the “National Action Program for Increasing the Effectiveness of the Protection of Human Rights and Freedoms in the Republic of Azerbaijan”. Since then, ongoing efforts have been made to enhance legal education across the country. As part of this program, information about activities related to human rights education in the educational sector is regularly submitted and incorporated into national reports. This includes the implementation of various measures and projects aimed at developing legal education, with reports provided by the Ministry of Science and Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
The Ministry of Science and Education has initiated several programs in human rights education, such as the “Life Skills” subject taught in general education institutions. This course plays a crucial role in the curriculum by covering various aspects of human rights helping students understand their rights and responsibilities. Topics addressed include personal rights such as the right to education, health, and rest, respect for human rights, the state's role in safeguarding rights, responses to human rights violations, consumer rights, and organizations that protect human rights.
Additionally, specialized training in human rights is provided at the master's and doctoral levels in higher education institutions, especially in the field of Law. These training programs include international law and scientific research on human rights, furthering students' understanding of the global human rights framework. At the master's level, there is a specialized track in “Human Rights”, and at the doctoral level, “International Law; Human Rights” offers a focus on academic research in this area.
For the 2024/2025 academic year, the government has increased the number of available slots in legal studies and human rights programs at the bachelor's, master's, and doctoral levels. Specifically, the bachelor’s program offers 1,395 slots in “Law”, the master’s program has 6 slots in the “Human Rights” specialization, and the doctoral program has 7 slots in “International Law; Human Rights”. These expanded opportunities provide more avenues for students to pursue education in human rights law.
In line with Article 5 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On Education", the state guarantees equal opportunities for all citizens, ensuring non-discriminatory access to education regardless of gender, race, language, religion, political views, nationality, social status, or health condition.
Furthermore, the “State Program on the Development of Inclusive Education for Persons with Disabilities in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2018–2024”, approved by Presidential Decree No. 3498, dated December 14, 2017, ensured the integration of inclusive education concepts into national legislation, supporting individuals with disabilities.
The “National Action Plan to Combat Domestic Violence in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2020-2023”, approved by Presidential Decree No. 2307, dated November 27, 2020, has been a key initiative to support gender equality and human rights awareness. This plan equipped both educators and students with essential knowledge and tools to prevent violence and discrimination, promoting safer and more inclusive learning environments.
These activities align with the broader goals of fostering a legal culture that emphasizes human rights and inclusivity, ensuring that citizens are equipped to engage with and advocate for their rights in a just society.

B.	Ensuring coherence, links, and synergies among HRE-related policies and strategies:

In the Republic of Azerbaijan, the general education system is based on the Law “On Education" of the Republic of Azerbaijan, international human rights conventions, and other international agreements to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party. The education system is developed by integrating into the global educational framework, with a priority on both national values and universal human values.
Article 3.0.1 of the Law emphasizes that the core principles of education include the free development of the individual, the protection of human rights and freedoms, the assurance of health and safety, as well as the promotion of care and respect for the environment and individuals. Similarly, Article 4.0.1 of the Law outlines the primary objective of the education system, which is the development of independent-thinking citizens who respect human rights.
Human rights education in the Republic of Azerbaijan is implemented through measures that are closely linked with other educational and social fields. The updating of educational programs, the enhancement of teaching resources, and activities in the realm of human rights education are collectively aimed at increasing the knowledge of students in this area.
To modernize the educational legislation in the Republic of Azerbaijan, a number of measures have been implemented. In 2020, the "State Standards for General Education in the Republic of Azerbaijan" were revised and approved by the Cabinet of Ministers’ Decision No. 361, dated September 29, 2020. These standards incorporated topics related to human rights and freedoms into the content of relevant subjects and extracurricular activities at the general education level. This initiative is designed to enable students to understand human rights and promote their values, in accordance with their developmental stage.
Meanwhile, between 2022 and 2024, nine curricula were developed and nine curricula were improved in general education institutions in Azerbaijan. Within the framework of these improvements, textbooks in subjects such as “Life Skills”, language, literature, history, and geography have been expanded to include topics, informational texts, tasks, and illustrations on human rights. These textbooks and additional resources allow students to gain more comprehensive knowledge of human rights.
The amendments to the education legislation and the updates to the curricula in the Republic of Azerbaijan have resulted in significant progress in the field of human rights education. These actions also contribute to the effective implementation of a broader educational policy, ensuring coherence, alignment, and synergy among human rights education-related policies and strategies.

C.	Developing curricula and policies for human rights training for educators and other youth-focused professionals:

 	The development of curricula and policies for human rights training in Azerbaijan involves multiple initiatives across different educational levels, ensuring educators and youth-focused professionals receive comprehensive instruction in this field.
At the undergraduate level, courses such as “Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Fundamentals of Law” provide students with legal knowledge, while “Introduction to Multiculturalism” serves as a core subject in various higher education institutions. These courses emphasize human rights, particularly focusing on protecting ethnic and religious minority rights.
Currently, textbooks on “Azerbaijani Multiculturalism” and “Introduction to Multiculturalism” are widely used in higher education institutions, providing in-depth knowledge on human rights and diversity. The "Introduction to Multiculturalism" course is mandatory for future educators, equipping them with the skills to promote inclusivity and raise awareness of human rights. This course is offered in all programs within the Education, Culture, and Humanities, and Social Sciences groups. As part of these courses, the fundamental characteristics and directions of human rights are taught. Additionally, specialized training programs are available to educate professionals working with vulnerable groups.
Azerbaijan’s state policy on multiculturalism supports ethnic and religious diversity, ensuring constitutional protection under Article 44, which guarantees individuals the right to preserve their national identity. To promote linguistic and cultural diversity, textbooks in ethnic minority languages, such as Lezgin, Khinalig, Sakhur, Talysh, Haput, Avar, and Tat, have been developed for general education.
Furthermore, ongoing training for teachers and youth professionals strengthens their understanding of human rights and empowers young people to recognize and protect their rights.

D.	Developing policies and legislation regarding governance and management of youth-serving educational establishments, reflecting human rights principles:

 	Azerbaijan’s education system is grounded in international human rights standards, ensuring policies and governance reflect the protection of fundamental rights and values. The Law “On Education” guarantees free, compulsory education for all children and incorporates principles of non-discrimination, equal opportunity, and inclusivity for all students.
Policies emphasize student safety, ensuring protection from violence, discrimination, and harassment. Laws mandate a safe learning environment, including provisions for psychological support and measures to combat bullying and cyberbullying. The legal framework also ensures that educational institutions adhere to international human rights conventions, upholding the principles of freedom of expression, privacy, and non-discrimination.
The system fosters inclusivity, with specific provisions for students with special needs, supporting both mental health and educational needs. Gender equality and non-discrimination are embedded in laws, promoting equal access to opportunities for all students.
Moreover, governance and management in education are characterized by transparency, stakeholder involvement, and accountability. The involvement of educators, parents, and students in decision-making processes ensures policies are responsive to the needs of the community.
Azerbaijan’s education policies align with Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4, aiming to ensure quality education for all, with a strong focus on human rights, social cohesion, and national development.

E.	Developing policies to support the work of civil society in human rights education:

To support the work of civil society in human rights education, the Azerbaijani government has taken steps to ensure the accessibility and widespread dissemination of valuable educational resources. One such initiative is the translation and availability of the "Compassito" teaching aid, developed by the Council of Europe. This resource, designed to aid in the teaching of human rights education, has been added to the "Recommended Teaching Resources" section of the www.trims.edu.az website.
This initiative helps to ensure that human rights education is not only integrated into the curriculum but also supported by a wider network of resources, further strengthening civil society's role in advancing human rights within the educational system.
2.	Developing/supporting development/using appropriate HRE content, methodologies, and materials
A. 	Ensuring context-specific content that addresses knowledge, skills, and attitudes to uphold rights:

 	In higher education institutions that train specialists in Law, law clinics operate to connect theoretical education with practical experience. Law clinics are programs where, under the guidance and supervision of law professors, students engage in real-life legal cases, providing free legal services to vulnerable groups of the society and low-income families at the same time. These clinics help students enhance their legal knowledge and skills. They play a crucial role in shaping students' attitudes toward social justice and the protection of rights, focusing on the practical application of legal principles.
The teaching methods and materials used in these clinics are designed to ensure that students not only understand the principles of law and justice but also develop the ability to advocate for human rights. These methods aim to improve students' ability to protect and defend the rights of others.
Through these clinics, students gain both theoretical and practical knowledge, contributing to the effectiveness of legal education. This aligns with Azerbaijan’s broader commitment to human rights and inclusive education, as outlined in the Law "On Education", which emphasizes non-discrimination and equal access to education for all.

B.	Using learner-centered, gender-sensitive, contextualized, and varied methodologies:

 	 In higher education, the goal of the curriculum is to deepen students’ understanding of both their rights and those of others, promoting legal equality and empathy. This is achieved through a focus on students’ comprehension of rights, as well as their social, legal, and ethical responsibilities while enhancing practical skills. Academic staff play a key role in developing curricula that incorporate gender-sensitive and contextual teaching methods, encouraging a broader social perspective.

C. 	Ensuring that materials build on human rights principles and the learner's context:

 	Textbooks for subjects like “Life Knowledge,” “History,” and other general education courses have been updated to include topics related to human rights, such as informational texts, illustrations, and tasks designed to increase awareness and understanding of human rights principles in everyday life. These updates ensure that students not only learn about human rights but also understand their practical applications in the context of their daily experiences.
Furthermore, Azerbaijan’s education system respects multiculturalism by offering education in the languages of the ethnic groups living in the country. For example, textbooks in Lezgin, Khinalig, Sakhur, Talysh, Haput, Avar, and Tat have been developed for grades I-IV, ensuring inclusivity for these minority groups. The “Azerbaijan Multiculturalism” and “Introduction to Multiculturalism” textbooks are extensively taught in higher education institutions across the country at both undergraduate and graduate levels. These courses promote the study of multiculturalism and the cultures of national minorities, fostering an understanding of diversity.
For example, Baku State University offers the “Introduction to Multiculturalism” course in its Social Sciences and Psychology departments, where the curriculum analyzes the historical, theoretical, and practical aspects of community relations formed on various grounds such as religion, ethnicity, territory, and interests. This comprehensive teaching method helps students acquire the knowledge and skills to understand and advocate for multicultural values in Azerbaijan, in alignment with the country’s educational standards.
In primary and secondary education, multiculturalism is further supported by the inclusion of ethnic language instruction. For instance, Hebrew language classes are taught in Baku City’s School No. 46 for Jewish students, covering the history of the Jewish people and the foundations of Jewish culture. School No. 152 in Baku exclusively serves Jewish students, and its curriculum includes subjects related to Jewish culture and language.
In areas where Lezgins, Avars, Kurds, Talysh, Sakhurs, Khinalig, Udi, Haput, and other ethnic groups reside, local schools offer language instruction in their native tongues for grades I-IV. In accordance with the Azerbaijani Ministry of Science and Education’s guidelines, one hour (if they are taking STEM subjects) or two hours of instruction a week is dedicated to these ethnic languages in primary schools in areas with compact minority populations. Additionally, parents and students have the option to include extra-curricular language lessons if desired.
Azerbaijan also promotes the inclusion of Roma children in educational institutions through outreach efforts, ensuring their registration in the national online system for school enrollment. Relevant awareness-raising activities are carried out by local branches of the State Agency for Preschool and General Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan to encourage the enrollment of Roma children in educational institutions. Support is also provided for registering these students in the electronic system at www.mektebeqebul.edu.az. 
As previously stated, textbooks in minority languages, including Lezgin, Avar, Haput, Tat, Talysh, Khinalig, and Sakhur languages, have been published for primary school students, and plans are underway to create similar textbooks for Udi, Buduq, and Qriz languages. These efforts contribute to the preservation and promotion of Azerbaijan’s diverse cultural heritage.

D. 	Using technology to facilitate access to HRE:

 	Technology significantly enhances access to Human Rights Education (HRE) by providing widespread availability of resources. Platforms like www.derslik.edu.az and www.trims.edu.az host textbooks, educational materials, and tools like the "Compassito" teaching aid, all accessible online for both students and educators. These platforms offer up-to-date content on human rights, breaking barriers related to time and location. In the 2023/2024 academic year, newly developed textbooks for grades 1, 2, and 4, including “Life Knowledge” and “Azerbaijani Language,” incorporated child rights and safety rules. These resources, available on www.trims.edu.az, ensure consistent access to relevant and age-appropriate human rights materials for students outside traditional classroom settings.
According to Article 32 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, everyone has the right to personal inviolability. The collection, storage, use, and dissemination of information about someone's private life without their consent is not allowed. In this regard, since 2020, the "Cisco Umbrella" technology has been employed to further enhance the security of the Azerbaijan Education Network (AZEDUNET) and filter internet content (web queries). Currently, thanks to online filtering capabilities, students in the country's general education institutions can use the internet in a completely safe manner enhancing their access to HRE. The service operates by restricting the search for harmful information across dozens of categories in various languages on online search systems, thereby ensuring maximum protection of learners from undesirable web content.




E.	Creating and strengthening local youth structures to support access to and delivery of HRE:

Local youth structures play a vital role in making Human Rights Education (HRE) accessible and relevant. Youth organizations and clubs deliver HRE through workshops, training sessions, and community events focused on human rights. Involving young people in curriculum development helps tailor the content to their interests and needs. Peer education programs allow older students to mentor younger ones, fostering engagement with human rights topics.
In 2023, a series of events were hosted under “Human Rights Month” from May 18th to June 18th, focusing on themes like “Me and My Rights” and “Know Your Rights.” These events included conferences, roundtables, art exhibitions, and video screenings, all shared widely on social media to amplify their impact.
Local youth groups often organize advocacy campaigns and awareness programs, further spreading human rights education. Collaboration with NGOs and educational institutions strengthens these initiatives by providing specialized knowledge and resources. These structures also ensure that HRE is inclusive and accessible to all students, regardless of their background. For example, the “Heydar Aliyev and the Rule of Law” law Olympiad in Baku, involving over 1200 students, promoted legal literacy and human rights awareness.

3. 	Ensuring/supporting human rights training of youth educators

A. 	Ensuring educators gain the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to advocate for youth rights:

In the field of higher education teacher training, the course "Introduction to Multiculturalism," taught in the group of educational specialties, not only promotes the protection of ethnic, racial, religious, and cultural diversity but also ensures that future educators are professionally prepared in the field of human rights protection. The teaching of this course is aimed at increasing teachers' knowledge not only about understanding different cultures but also about protecting and promoting human rights.
In addition, the "Creating a Healthy Social-Emotional Environment in Schools" professional development program for teachers in general education schools is designed to raise awareness about aggressive behavior and bullying in educational institutions. This training program enhances teachers' and other educators' knowledge and skills in human rights protection and plays an important role in organizing specialized training events for representatives of socially vulnerable groups.
This approach aims to equip teachers with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to defend youth rights and raise awareness among students about these rights. Therefore, human rights education in schools and training programs ensures that educators are well-prepared to protect youth rights and help young people understand their rights.


B.	Using learner-centered, gender-sensitive, contextualized, and varied methodologies:

 	The teaching process emphasizes avoiding sexist language and favoritism, and educators are expected to demonstrate an understandable, skeptical, and professional approach to these matters. This ensures that educators promote equality in the teaching process, considering gender and other social characteristics. They should serve as role models for students, helping them overcome gender-based stereotypes and value diversity.
Meanwhile, the "National Action Plan to Combat Domestic Violence in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2020-2023", approved by Presidential Decree No. 2307 on November 27, 2020, has been implemented by the Ministry of Science and Education and related educational institutions. Reports on the activities conducted have been submitted to the State Committee for Family, Women, and Children's Affairs. In higher education institutions, events dedicated to "Combating Gender-Based Violence" were held, focusing on issues such as gender equality, domestic violence, and the violation of women's and children's rights. Participants were provided with detailed information on the subjects of domestic violence, violence against women in society and within the household, forms of violence, early and forced marriages, and the implementation of targeted measures to combat domestic violence in the country. In order to prevent domestic violence and promote unacceptability of violence, within the framework of the international “Combating Gender-Based Violence” campaign held annually from November 25 to December 10, training sessions on "Gender Equality Approach in the Teaching Process" were held for teaching staff in educational institutions, organized by the Republican Children and Youth Development Center. Additionally, the campaign was promoted in the regions, and pedagogical staff were educated on the issues of gender-based violence. Furthermore, lectures and seminars on the prevention and fight against domestic violence were regularly held in higher education and vocational education institutions. In line with Clause 12.6 of the National Action Plan on "Training of Personnel in the Field of Domestic Violence," measures were taken to implement specialist training in both public and private higher education institutions, both through state-funded and paid education. Equal access to training and specializations was ensured for both men and women. In order to increase the knowledge of students of higher education institutions on domestic violence issues, the course "Introduction to Gender" is taught at all faculties of higher education institutions. Additionally, the Department of Gender and Applied Psychology operates at Baku State University and Western Caspian University. At higher education institutions, events dedicated to “Combating gender-based violence,” gender equality, domestic violence, and the violation of women's and children's rights were held. Participants were provided with detailed information about the subjects of domestic violence, violence against women in society and at home, forms of violence, early and forced marriages, and targeted measures against domestic violence in the country. In professional development courses, the teaching programs for teachers and educators have incorporated materials on domestic violence, and gender-related topics. Moreover, in terms of creating education opportunities, young pregnant women and young mothers have the right to study in a distance format at higher and vocational education institutions and to temporarily suspend their studies in accordance with the established rules. The above-mentioned rights are covered with attention and care in educational institutions.

C.	Focusing on educators from groups in situations of exclusion or vulnerability:

 	Training programs specifically aim to target educators who work with vulnerable groups, enhancing their capacity to provide effective human rights education and support the development of youth from diverse communities. These training programs are designed to equip educators with the necessary skills to address the specific needs of students from different vulnerable groups.
By providing these educators with the knowledge and tools to teach human rights, inclusivity, and equality, these programs ensure that they can create supportive, safe, and empowering learning environments for all students. The goal is to empower educators to address discrimination, bias, and inequality while fostering an environment where every student can realize their full potential. This approach helps build a more inclusive and equitable educational system that prioritizes the rights and needs of students from vulnerable groups.
4.	Fostering enabling environments
A.	Encouraging the organization of and participation in HRE activities:

 	Integrating human rights education (HRE) activities and practical training into the curricula of higher education institutions is crucial for fostering leadership qualities and empowering students. These activities, which cover topics such as labor division, job execution opportunities, legislation, productivity, implementation policies, and more, aim to build empathy across all stages of governance and management. By promoting mutual understanding and respect for both the rights of students and educators, these activities contribute to the creation of a broader educational environment focused on human rights.
In Azerbaijan, awareness-raising events within the framework of the “Human Rights Month” (May 18 - June 18, 2023) were organized in collaboration with extracurricular education institutions. These included conferences, roundtable discussions, and art exhibitions under themes such as "Me and My Rights", "Students' Rights and Responsibilities", "Our Rights, Our Justice!", "Let's Know Our Rights", and "My Rights, My Dreams". Events aimed at fostering human rights awareness among students and teachers were widely promoted on social media.
To strengthen legal education among students, new Life Skills textbooks for grades I and IV, introduced in the 2023/2024 academic year, contain sections on "Who Am I?", "Individual, Family, and Society", and "State and Law". These textbooks incorporate human rights topics, informational texts, exercises, and illustrations, providing students with an early foundation in human rights education. These resources are accessible via www.trims.edu.az. 
Furthermore, as part of efforts to promote legal literacy among students, the "Heydar Aliyev and the Rule of Law" legal Olympiad was held in Baku, covering 1,200 students from 60 schools. The competition resulted in 154 winners, encouraging young people to actively engage in legal studies and awareness of their rights.

B. 	Accompanying HRE strategies with measures to protect and realize youth rights:

 	Human rights education in Azerbaijan is designed not only to inform students about their rights but also to empower them to protect and exercise those rights actively. The strategies in place for human rights education ensure that youth understand their responsibilities as well as their rights within society. These educational activities are structured to help young people realize their potential, understand their role in promoting equality, and act responsibly while safeguarding their own and others' rights.
By integrating strategies that emphasize the protection and realization of youth rights, educational systems can foster a sense of responsibility and accountability among young people, ensuring that they are not only aware of their rights but also actively participate in defending and promoting them in their communities. These measures enhance students' abilities to engage in meaningful ways within society, contributing to the overall promotion of human rights and the well-being of vulnerable groups.
To reinforce the protection and promotion of youth rights, Azerbaijan has actively engaged in international collaborations:
On October 13, 2023, a delegation from Baku State University’s Law Faculty participated in a training visit to the Council of Europe headquarters in Strasbourg, gaining insights into European human rights mechanisms.
As it was reported in the media, on October 21, 2023, international experts and students at higher education institutions in Azerbaijan discussed human rights challenges at the international conference “Neocolonialism: Human Rights Violations and Injustice” organized by the Baku Initiative Group.
On December 11, 2023, the "SABAH" groups of Baku State University attended a training session on the European Program for Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP) and Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights (Right to Respect for Private and Family Life). The session was organized in collaboration with the Justice Academy and the SABAH Center of BSU.
These initiatives reflect Azerbaijan’s commitment to ensuring youth engagement in human rights education while aligning with international human rights frameworks. By combining legal education with direct exposure to global human rights mechanisms, students and young professionals are empowered to contribute meaningfully to human rights advocacy and implementation.


