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Good afternoon Your Excellencies, honourable representatives of the missions to the United Nations, colleagues, friends. 
It is an honour to address this General Assembly as Special Rapporteur on the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment and to present my first report, which examines the state of the recognition of this right, identifying progress and main challenges, providing recommendations to improve its protection. 
For this dialogue, I highlight three points:  
1. The broad recognition of the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is evidence of the clarity and consensus of international law to recognise it as a human right of all people.  
2. The most important challenges identified for its effective protection, and  
3. Recommendations to advance the positive impacts required, prioritising the special protection of historically marginalised people.  

FIRST, by recognising the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, with a historic vote, the General Assembly took a definitive step in a decades-long process.  
This decision reflects the strong international trend of recognising this right, as a human right, in international treaties and by UN treaty bodies.  
On the other hand, the African and Inter-American human rights systems have led the way in expressly recognising this right, which has been interpreted jurisprudentially, while the Arab Charter on Human Rights and the 2012 ASEAN Declaration also mention it. It is also expressly recognised in regional treaties such as the Aarhus Convention and the Escazú Agreement.  
Nationally, the right to a healthy environment is legally recognised by 164 out of 193 UN States, i.e. 85% of the Member States. Including more recently: Canada, Federated States of Micronesia, Oman, Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Dominica, Grenada and St. Lucia.  
Even sub-national entities have recognised this right, as was the case in the Australian Capital Territory last August.  
Thus, the broad recognition at international, regional and national levels evidences the clarity and consensus of international law to recognise the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment as a human right for all people.  
This progress stands in stark contrast to reality, given the unprecedented and existential challenge we face as humanity with the triple planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution, compounded by systemic and growing inequalities, the need for humanitarian attention, increasing conflict and the irreversible transgression of planetary boundaries.  
Science shows us that, despite significant efforts to overcome these crises, the necessary positive results are still pending, while the situation continues to worsen dramatically. Therefore, the improvement of ongoing efforts is urgent, and the urgency of change in the relationship that most of humanity has with nature is indisputable. In this sense, fully respecting human rights and specifically the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is a unique opportunity to contribute to achieving urgent transformations. 
This is because respecting, protecting and guaranteeing the right to a healthy environment includes crucial procedural and substantive elements. 
That is to say, it implies guaranteeing: access to information, public participation and access to justice. As well as guaranteeing: Clean air; Safe climate; Safe and sufficient water; Healthy and sustainable food; Non-toxic environments for living, working, studying and playing in; and Biodiversity and healthy ecosystems for all people. 

SECONDLY, according to the contributions received and research for this report, the main challenges to the effective protection of the right to a healthy environment include:  
· An economic model and development that are unsustainable and incompatible with planetary boundaries and respect for human rights, 
· Evident impacts of the triple global crisis, which continue to worsen, 
· Weak rule of law
· Weakening of existing policies, legal frameworks and institutions, 
· Limitations on access to information, participation and justice,  
· Impacts from war, conflict and illegal activities, and 
· Increased risk to those defending human rights, the environment, the climate, and the closure of civic spaces. 

Those who are marginalised as a result of systemic inequalities, discrimination and their historical exclusion are suffering most from these impacts, including:  
· women and girls,  
· children and adolescents,  
· Indigenous Peoples,  
· Afro-descendant communities,  
· people with disabilities 
· people living in poverty  
· LGBTQ+ community, 
· internally displaced persons and migrants. 


THIRDLY, to overcome these challenges, I highlight the following recommendations, to be implemented with an intersectional perspective:  

Immediately:  
· States must ensure that multilateral agreements, including the Conferences of the Parties to the Conventions on Biodiversity, Climate Change and Desertification, and the instruments under negotiation, have a strong human rights perspective, and expressly include the right to a healthy environment; 
· in addition, take advantage of the Universal Periodic Review processes to constantly monitor the implementation of the right to a healthy environment. 
 
As a matter of urgency and without further delay:  
· implement transformative changes in the economy, with human rights and nature at the centre. Moving towards an economy that recognises the interconnectedness of natural and human systems and planetary boundaries, 
· Promote measures to reduce historical exclusion and discrimination, through actions with an intersectional perspective, taking into account the rights, needs and knowledge of those who are most vulnerable; 
 
· Effectively implement existing legal frameworks and policies towards the effective protection of the right to a healthy environment. 
· In relation to States and regions where they have not yet recognised this right, particularly in the Council of Europe and the ASEAN region, it is essential that they do so forcefully and as soon as possible, for which I reiterate the mandate's support. 
· It is also important to harmonise legal frameworks and policies at national and international levels, in line with the human right to a healthy environment, promoting coherence and clarity.  
· Including a holistic and diverse perspective of science is essential, to incorporate traditional and ancestral science. The knowledge of Indigenous Peoples, Afro-descendant communities, women and other knowledge could contribute significantly to advancing effective pending measures. 
· Strengthen the protection of those who defend the environment, climate and territories, guaranteeing safe civic spaces, avoiding criminalisation and ensuring the investigation and accountability of those responsible, putting an end to impunity. 
 
Respecting, protecting and guaranteeing the right to a healthy environment can benefit everyone, especially the most marginalised. And it can help states to improve the sustainable management of natural resources, advance corporate control and oversight, strengthen institutional coordination and enhance solutions to the triple global crisis. Given the human rights impacts and the social and economic costs of the crises, securing this right can benefit economies, helping to build systems that focus on protecting human rights and nature for current and future generations. 
