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The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, the UN Special Rapporteur on Climate Change and the UN Special Rapporteur on toxics and human rights today expressed their deep concerns over the regressive proposal made by the Special Conciliation Commission of Brazil’s Supreme Federal Court (STF) on 14 February 2025, published on 17 February, regarding the Temporal Framework Law (Law 14.701/2023).
We express our deep concern over the proposal advanced by the Special Conciliation Commission of the STF, which directly contradicts Brazil’s Constitution, the Supreme Federal Court decisions, and international human rights law. In July 2024, UN Special Procedures had already expressed concerns regarding Law 14.701/2023, calling Brazilian authorities to respect Indigenous Peoples rights in line with existent international law. The new proposed changes, if approved, will constitute a major regression for Indigenous Peoples’ rights and for environmental protection and actions towards the climate emergency, threatening everyone’s right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment. In addition, the proposal could significantly worsen the triple planetary crises of climate change, biodiversity loss and toxic pollution, with negative impacts on the human rights of Indigenous Peoples and all Brazilians.
The new proposal would authorize mining activities on Indigenous lands with Congressional approval, and without respecting applicable binding international human rights norms regarding the need to guarantee Free, Prior and Informed Consent for any decision that may negatively impact on Indigenous territories. There are also serious concerns about the role of the private sector and of a lack of oversight of potential conflicts of interest in the consultation process.
The proposal to compensate non-Indigenous illegal occupants, would complicate and further delay the ongoing demarcation and recognition processes of Indigenous lands, thereby threatening longstanding efforts to secure Indigenous land rights, which in turn could fuel conflicts and displacement. These actions might also create retroactive consequences for illegal occupation of Indigenous lands and require the re-evaluation of land claims that has already advanced. It is also of serious concern that the proposal entails reclassifying Indigenous land occupations as "illegal invasions", which would permit immediate police evictions, despite prior Supreme Court rulings affirming the legitimacy of these Indigenous land occupations. Moreover, expanding state-level military police authority over Indigenous land conflicts would heighten violence and repression while undermining federal jurisdiction.




Furthermore, the State of Brazil, including authorities from all branches of power, has the obligation to respect, protect and fulfil human rights, including the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment; protect environmental human rights defenders, and to apply the preventive and precautionary principles in all decisions affecting Indigenous lands. This is especially important in the current context of the triple planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution. The State must fully respect Indigenous Peoples’ right to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent, as well as the rights of those most affected by environmental degradation. Businesses must respect international human rights standards and prevent and mitigate risks throughout their value chain.
Finally, we urge Brazilian authorities to halt these regressive measures, which ultimately prioritize the economic and political interests of a few over environmental and human rights protection to the benefit of all. Instead, the State of Brazil should fully respect Indigenous Peoples’ rights to land and environmental protection, as well as all other human rights. Brazil has displayed important advances in addressing the climate emergency, biodiversity loss and toxic pollution, including on deforestation reduction and protection of some ecosystems. These initiatives should be prioritized, in line with the vital national, regional and global leadership that Brazil is and should be exercising.
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