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Statement by the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons 
Global forum tackles local experiences in addressing internal displacement
Representatives from Colombia, Ethiopia, Honduras, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Somalia, and Ukraine shared good practices and challenges in addressing internal displacement and providing durable solutions to internally displaced persons.  
National and local authorities from nine countries exchanged good practices, challenges and lessons learned on protection and inclusion of internally displaced persons at the third Cross-Regional Forum on Implementing Law and Policy on Internal Displacement. 
The forum, held from 1-3 October 2025, at the International Institute of Humanitarian Law in Sanremo, Italy, was convened by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), and the IDP Protection Expert Group (IPEG). 
It is estimated that around 60 per cent of the world’s 83.4 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) have sought refuge in cities and towns. As citizens and residents of the countries in which they were displaced, IDPs remain under the primary responsibility of their national governments, which must uphold their rights, address their displacement-specific needs, and promote their full inclusion in society. In urban areas, mayors and local governments are often frontline responders providing  critical assistance to IDPs while also supporting other groups in need. Their role is vital in advancing durable solutions and ensuring that no one is left behind.
“As many internally displaced persons in urban areas remain displaced for extended periods, it is essential that they are included in local services and urban development plans. Equally important is that local authorities have adequate support to facilitate pathways toward durable solutions,” said Paula Gaviria Betancur, UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons. 
Representatives from Colombia, Ethiopia, Honduras, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Somalia, and Ukraine participated  in a peer-to-peer exchange focused on legal, policy and institutional frameworks addressing  internal displacement. The forum also underscored  the importance of nationally owned data, multi-level governance, and the need to ensure protection and durable solutions for  internally displaced persons.
The event was facilitated by members of the IDP Protection Expert Group (IPEG), as well as experts from UNHCR and other institutions.
“I have seen clear evidence of how the concept of protection has evolved from a narrowly defined legal and physical security framework in earlier days, to a broader  understanding that now aligns more closely with social protection,” said Peter Leclercq, long-time humanitarian and member of IPEG. This expanded view includes, for example, prevention and addressing root  causes of  displacement. 
“When we ask internally displaced persons what protection means to them, they often place dignity at the center of their response,” said Jennifer Welsh, former Special Advisor to the Secretary General on Responsibility to Protect and member of IPEG. “They speak  not only of safety and access to humanitarian assistance, but also of livelihoods, housing, and the opportunity to rebuild their lives” she added. “For them, protection is a holistic concept - one that embodies hope for the restoration of dignity.”
Ensuring effective participation of IDPs in decision making processes and public policies was another key theme during the event.  
“I was inspired listening to internally displaced people who are not only sharing their experiences but offering solutions. They are transforming the lives of their own communities,” said Bashir Elmi, Deputy Bureau Head at the Disaster Risk Management Bureau in Ethiopia. “Solutions are more effective when they come from the ground up.” 
“I shared the experience of the IDP Councils [in Ukraine]”, said Valeriya Vershynina, Executive Director of the charity foundation Stabilization Support Services and an internally displaced woman herself. These councils work closely with IDPs, local authorities, and national governments to establish coordination mechanisms and act as consultative bodies.” 
“In Oaxaca, we developed  a legislative initiative to prevent, address, and comprehensively remedy internal forced displacement”, noted Flor Estela Morales, Coordinator for Human Rights of the Executive Branch in the state of Oaxaca, Mexico. “This process was  grounded in prior, free and informed consultation with Indigenous Peoples, communities and the Afro Mexican populations”.
“IDPs are not just receivers of support or aid, but are more active agents of change,” said Aeriel Gonzales, from the Protection Team of UNHCR in the Philippines.
As of the end of 2024, an estimated 83.4 million people worldwide were living in internal displacement. Of these, 73.5 million were displaced by conflict and violence, while  9.8 million were displaced by disasters and the adverse effects of climate change. 
With approximately 50 million IDPs now residing in cities, internal displacement is increasingly becoming an urban phenomenon. 
On 21 October, UN Special Rapporteur Paula Gaviria Betancur will present her latest thematic report to the UN General Assembly, focusing on the local (re)integration of internally displaced persons in urban settings.
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Special Rapporteurs/Independent Experts/Working Groups are independent human rights experts appointed by the United Nations Human Rights Council. Together, these experts are referred to as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work. While the UN Human Rights office acts as the secretariat for Special Procedures, the experts serve in their individual capacity and are independent from any government or organization, including OHCHR and the UN. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the UN or OHCHR.

Country-specific observations and recommendations by the UN human rights mechanisms, including the special procedures, the treaty bodies and the Universal Periodic Review, can be found on the Universal Human Rights Index https://uhri.ohchr.org/en/ 
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