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States must protect migrants from going missing, becoming victims of enforced disappearance and unlawful killings 

International Migrants Day - 18 December 2024

GENEVA (18 December 2024) – The phenomenon of migrants going missing, being subjected to enforced disappearances or being killed is a tragedy largely underestimated and often neglected as a human rights issue.

States’ failure to investigate all cases of migrant deaths and disappearances in line with international standards, to identify gaps in humanitarian actions and to hold perpetrators accountable, particularly when governmental officials are involved, has led to impunity for crimes against migrants and contributed to the continuously growing figures of migrant deaths and disappearances.

In the absence of sufficient and accessible regular and safe migration pathways, pushed by increasingly restrictive migratory agreements and policies, migrants continue to embark on perilous journeys in search of dignity and safety.

Migrants going missing may amount to serious human rights violations: the right to life, the principle of non-refoulement, the prohibition of collective expulsion, the right to the truth, and the right to justice and accountability. As highlighted by the Committee on Enforced Disappearances in its General Comment on Enforced Disappearances in the context of migration, some missing migrants could be victims of enforced disappearance, and concrete action is required to prevent and respond to this crime.

Factors contributing to migrant deaths and disappearances include harsh environmental and transportation conditions, unlawful detention, torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,  lack of adequate shelter, food, and water, illness without access to healthcare, lack of access to means of communication, separation of families, pushbacks, lack of capacity and/or delay in search and rescue operations, and violence or negligence by non-State actors and law enforcement officials. Migrants may also disappear as a result of abduction for political or other reasons, or in the context of detention or deportation processes, or as a consequence of smuggling and/or trafficking, including with the collusion of State agents and organized criminal groups engaged in trafficking in persons.

Families of missing migrants are left in a state of prolonged uncertainty and suffer profound anguish due to the absence of information or means to learn about the fate and whereabouts of their beloved ones. 

States must assume national and collective responsibility to respect and protect the lives and dignity of all migrants and prevent migrant deaths and disappearances.  States must also intensify efforts to systematically ensure that disappeared migrants are reliably registered, searched for, and when located, identified. States must also ensure that their families are informed throughout the search and investigation process, and provided with declaration of absence or, if deceased, death certificates.

Given the transnational nature of the phenomenon, States should double their efforts to deliver on their commitment under objective 8 of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration to cooperate internationally to save lives and prevent migrant deaths and injuries, including through strengthening individual and/or joint search and rescue operations.
 
Further analysis on the human rights aspects of the phenomenon of migrants going missing or forcibly disappeared during their migration journeys is most needed. We call on all stakeholders to support initiatives aimed at enhancing monitoring, accountability and strengthening preventive and protection measures in this regard. 
States should take the opportunity to use the Global Compact for Migration as a platform to coordinate these activities. States need to put in practice recommendations and standards already contained in different studies and relevant international treaties, including the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. 

ENDS

Gehad Madi, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants; 
Gabriella Citroni (Chair-Rapporteur), Grażyna Baranowska (Vice-Chair), Aua Baldé, Ana Lorena Delgadillo Pérez and Mohammed Al-Obaidi are members of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances;
Morris Tidball-Binz, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial summary or arbitrary executions;
Juan Pablo Albán Alencastro (Rapporteur), Mohammed Ayat, Matar Diop (Vice Chair), Olivier de Frouville (Chair), Suela Janina, Fidelis Kanyongolo, Milica Kolakovic-Bojovic (Vice Chair), Barbara Lochbihler, Horacio Ravenna (Vice Chair), and Carmen Rosa Villa Quintana, of the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances;
Pablo Ceriani Cernadas (Vice-Chair), Khaled Cheikhna Babacar (Rapporteur), Fatimata Diallo (Chair), Jasminka Dzumhur (Vice-Chair) and Azad Taghi-Zada (Vice-Chair), of the UN Committee on Migrant Workers.
*The mandate of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions previously produced a report on unlawful death of refugees and migrants available here. 

*The Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances on enforced disappearances produced a report on enforced disappearance in the context of migration available here. 
The Special Rapporteurs and Working Groups are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN human rights system, is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-finding and monitoring mechanisms. Special Procedures mandate-holders are independent human rights experts appointed by the Human Rights Council to address either specific country situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. They are not UN staff and are independent from any government or organisation. They serve in their individual capacity and do not receive a salary for their work.
The Committee on Enforced Disappearances and the Committee on Migrant Workers are part of the United Nations Treaty Bodies. These experts are persons of high moral character and recognized competence in the field of human rights, nominated by States parties to the Convention. They serve in their personal capacity and are independent and impartial. To date, the Convention has been ratified by 75 member States.
[bookmark: _Hlk87448228]For additional information and media requests please contact Yiyao Zhang (yiyao.zhang@un.org).

For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts, please contact Dharisha Indraguptha (dharisha.indraguptha@un.org) or John Newland (john.newland@un.org). 
Follow news related to the UN’s independent human rights experts on Twitter @UN_SPExperts.
Concerned about the world we live in?
Then STAND UP for someone's rights today.
#Standup4humanrights
and visit the web page at http://www.standup4humanrights.org
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