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Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
Excellencies, distinguished delegates and colleagues: 
I am very pleased to have been invited to return to the Permanent Forum today in my capacity as the United Nations Special Rapporteur on toxics and human rights. 
After our discussions in the 21st session, the Permanent Forum called on the Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Health Organization to amend the International Code of Conduct on Pesticide Management to take into account the free, prior and informed consent of Indigenous Peoples. I am pleased to share that these agencies have begun the process of revising the Code accordingly, a step that closely aligns with the priorities of the toxics and human rights mandate.
Within the framework of my mandate, I wish to draw attention to a persistent reality: exposure to hazardous substances and wastes is a form of environmental harm that disproportionately affects Indigenous Peoples. Toxic pollution lies at the center of contemporary environmental injustices. It continues to undermine fundamental rights, including the rights to health, life, and a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, as well as the cultural rights and spiritual integrity of Indigenous Peoples.
My 2022 thematic report to the UN General Assembly on Indigenous Peoples and Toxics highlights that contamination affects all aspects of their existence: their lands, waters, food systems, and even their bodies. These impacts are severe, long-lasting, and profoundly unjust. They stem from the expansion of extractive industries, agribusiness, and waste disposal, so often carried out without respect for the rights of Indigenous Peoples. Exposure to toxic substances is associated with cancers, neurological disorders, and intergenerational harm. It also causes profound psychological and spiritual distress, particularly when communities are forced to leave their ancestral lands.
These impacts are also gendered. Indigenous women, who play a key role in food systems, caregiving, and the transmission of traditional knowledge, are particularly exposed to hazardous substances and affected by this form of environmental violence. In some regions, this has resulted in alarming health disparities, including reproductive health impacts.
A striking example is of mercury pollution resulting from small-scale gold mining in the Amazon basin. Mercury contaminates rivers, which are essential to food, culture, and spirituality. Mercury also crosses the human placenta, causing irreversible harm to future generations. 
Similarly, during my country visit to Australia, I observed that extractive and industrial activities have exposed Indigenous peoples to toxic substances, often without adequate consultation or consent. These situations reflect a persistent disconnect between public policies and the lived realities of Indigenous Peoples. 
During my country visit to Mexico earlier this year, I observed that more than 500 pig factories are operating on the lands and territories of Indigenous Peoples. The animal waste seeping into the soil contaminates the aquifers that have sustained communities and ecosystems for generations. Similarly, I learned about potential plans for exploration and extraction of lithium deposits in Indigenous peoples’ territories without adequate consultations.
During my tenure in the Toxics and Human Rights mandate I have presented several amicus curiae submissions in cases involving Indigenous Peoples rights. For example, I urged the Constitutional Court of Ecuador to assess governmental compliance with the constitutional referendum that decided to keep the oil found underneath the Yasuní National Park indefinitely underground. This is an essential step to safeguard the health and way of life of the Indigenous People living in that region, including Indigenous Peoples living in isolation.
Another concerning example, which I have raised with the State through an official communication, is the Atrato River in Colombia, where illegal mining has led to severe mercury contamination. Despite a landmark decision recognizing the river as a subject of rights, implementation remains insufficient, and Indigenous and Afro-descendant communities continue to suffer serious violations of their rights to health, water, food, and a healthy environment—which includes the right to a toxic-free environment. 
My 2025 thematic report to the UNGA on Military Activities and Toxics documents how military activities carried out before, during and after conflicts release hazardous substances—including heavy metals, radioactive materials, and persistent pollutants—which contaminate air, soil, and water over the long term. Indigenous Peoples are often among the most affected people, whether afflicted by toxic remnants of war, contamination linked to military bases, or weapons testing. 
My 2025 thematic report to the Human Rights Council on access to justice and effective remedies also shows that Indigenous Peoples face severe obstacles when seeking justice for harms caused by toxic exposure. These obstacles stem from systemic denial of information, lack of culturally and linguistically accessible legal services, and the exclusion of Indigenous knowledge from investigations and remediation. 
Against this backdrop, a human rights-based approach is essential. This includes respecting the right to free, prior and informed consent and ensuring the full and effective participation of Indigenous Peoples in decision-making. A human rights-based approach also requires preventing exposure to hazardous substances and ensuring accountability of both public and private actors in cases of toxic harm.
As I enter the last months of my tenure in the Toxics and Human Rights Mandate, I wish to conclude by thanking Indigenous Peoples for your trust, collaboration, and engagement over the past 5 years.
Thank you very much.
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