CONCEPT NOTE
60th anniversary of the two Covenants

1. Background
On 16 December 1966, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). Along with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the two Covenants form the International Bill of Human Rights, which sets out a comprehensive vision of human dignity and the legally binding obligations of States to respect, protect and fulfil human rights.
The two Covenants articulate, in legal form, the rights that underpin people’s daily lives. Building on the understanding, reaffirmed in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (1993), that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated, the rights enshrined in the two Covenants cover all aspects of the everyday life of persons. 
The two Covenants are present in our daily lives in concrete ways. They protect, for example, the right to work in a job that provides a fair wage and safe conditions (art. 6 and 7 of ICESCR), free from discrimination (art. 26 of ICCPR and 2.2 of ICESCR), where a person can express their opinions or beliefs without undue restrictions (art. 18 of ICCPR). They protect the right to live in adequate housing (art. 11 of ICESCR), where one’s privacy is respected (art. 17 of ICCPR) and any eviction can be challenged before an independent and impartial court (art. 11 of ICESCR and art. 14 of ICCPR).
The vision of the Covenants was that all persons would be able to exercise their right to vote and to seek, receive and impart information so that they can take part in decisions on public policies in every domain. In turn, quality education and access to information enable all of us to take part on an informed basis in public affairs, such as through elections. The two Covenants are deeply interconnected and the rights that they respectively set out are truly indivisible, interdependent and interrelated.
The year 2026 marks the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the ICCPR and ICESCR. To encapsulate the significance of both Covenants, the anniversary will promote the theme “60 Years of Commitment to Human Dignity”.
This milestone provides a valuable opportunity to:
· Highlight the foundational importance of the Covenants for the international human rights framework;
· Showcase how the Covenants have shaped people’s everyday realities and inspired legal, policy and social change at national and local levels; 
· Address persistent gaps and emerging challenges that threaten the full enjoyment of the rights they enshrine; and
· Renew efforts to achieve universal ratification of the Covenants and their Optional Protocols.
In a context marked by growing inequalities, shrinking civic space, armed conflicts, democratic backsliding, technological changes, environmental crises and global health emergencies, the anniversary is also an important occasion to reaffirm the continued relevance of the Covenants and to renew the commitment to fully implement them in practice.

2. Campaign and key stakeholders
A decentralised campaign to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Covenants will take place throughout 2026. It is a major anniversary year coinciding with the 20th Anniversaries of the adoption of the International Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, two other landmark treaties that represent major advances in the development of international human rights law. The anniversary campaign should, moreover, resonate with the OHCHR campaign “Our Everyday Essentials”, with which it is expected to share a number of common messages.
The Covenants60 campaign will aim to:
· Raise the visibility of the ICCPR and ICESCR and their monitoring mechanisms;
· Illustrate, through concrete examples, how the Covenants influence people’s daily lives and public policies;
· Increase compliance with State parties’ reporting obligations and with the Committees’ Views on individual communications under the Optional Protocols on individual communications;
· Increase ratification of the Covenants and their Optional Protocols.
Activities may include high-level events, thematic discussions, public campaigns and multimedia content, testimonies from rights-holders and practitioners, academic and cultural events, as well as joint initiatives with other UN mechanisms and regional organizations.
Given the wide scope and relevance of the Covenants, the active involvement of diverse stakeholders is strongly encouraged.
· Committee members:
· May take part in events and publications to raise awareness and support activities and campaigns; 
· States parties 
· May sponsor international events, may also organize national and regional events, support awareness-raising activities;
· May share information on legislative, policy and institutional measures taken in light of the Covenants and the Committees’ recommendations; and
· May make and implement pledges to implement specific recommendations issued by the Committees in their Concluding Observations or views within the anniversary year, or to ratify the Covenants or their Optional Protocols .
· Civil society organizations 
· May organise events or publications, may share experiences, impact stories and analyses on the role of the Covenants in their work and in people’s daily lives;
· National human rights institutions and equality bodies may wish to integrate the anniversary in their monitoring, advisory and outreach activities;
· International and regional organizations, UN agencies, funds and programmes may connect the anniversary to their mandates as relevant, such as in relation to sustainable development and the 2030 Agenda, provide technical cooperation in support of any of the key objectives of the Anniversary campaign (see Part 3 below);
· Academia, researchers and students 
· May organise events, publications, research, public debates or other such events to raise awareness about the Covenants.

3. Key objectives 
· Revitalize commitment to the Treaty Bodies system and 
· Support efforts to strengthen and adequately resource the treaty body system, so that the Committees can continue to accompany States and societies in making Covenant rights a reality in people’s everyday lives.
· Promote the timely submission of periodic reports and follow-up reports by States parties to both Committees.
· Increase compliance through timely periodic reporting of State parties;.
· Foster the effective implementation of the Committees’ concluding observations, general comments and other guidance.
· Highlight and strengthen the engagement of civil society, NHRIs, UN entities and regional organizations in the reporting cycles and follow-up processes.
· Renew the commitment of States parties and other stakeholders to the full implementation of the Covenants, including through stronger national frameworks, adequate resources, participation of rights-holders and effective remedies.
· Encourage the establishment or strengthening of national mechanisms for implementation, reporting and follow-up (NMIRFs) to ensure that Covenant obligations are integrated into laws, policies, budgets and programmes that affect people’s everyday lives
· Consolidate the international legal framework through universal ratification of the Covenants and their Optional Protocols
· Promote the ratification of the ICCPR and ICESCR by all Member States with a view to achieving their universal ratification.
· Encourage States parties to consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, and the Optional Protocol to the ICESCR.
· Promote the review and, where possible, withdrawal of reservations and declarations that undermine the effectiveness of the Covenants.
· Discuss cross-cutting challenges affecting people’s daily enjoyment of rights
· Reaffirm the centrality of the ICCPR and ICESCR for addressing both entrenched and emerging human rights challenges, and for building more just, inclusive and sustainable societies.
· Stimulate discussion on emerging challenges such as the impact of digital technologies, artificial intelligence and armed conflict on the enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights in everyday life.
· Examine how environmental degradation, climate change and disasters affect the enjoyment of Covenant rights, especially for those in vulnerable situations, and identify ways to integrate human rights obligations into climate and environmental policies.

4. Tools 
	TOOLS THAT MAY BE FREELY USED IN RELATION TO THE ANNIVERSARY
	Date and place (if relevant)
	 Comments

	Anniversary logo and visual materials
	Under development
	

	Anniversary webpage
	Under development
	A dedicated webpage for the 60th Anniversary of the Covenants will be established to:
· Disseminate information about global, regional and national anniversary activities;
· Serve as a repository for materials related to the Anniversary; 
· Provide accessible information for the general public on how the Covenants shape rights in everyday life and how individuals and organizations can engage with the Committees and the broader anniversary campaign.
All contributors to the Anniversary who wish to see their activities listed on the webpage should send information to ohchr-cescr@un.org and ohchr-ccpr@un.org – please include “Anniversary” in the subject line to facilitate handling.

	Easy to read version of the two Covenants
	
	An effort will be made to update it during the course of the year

	Training Guide on Reporting under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Part I – Manual) | OHCHR 
	
	English only for now; French version under development

	Impact stories about the Human Rights Committee
	
	

	Training toolkit on the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights - en.pdf
	
	Training modules on reporting under the Covenant

	e-course on economic, social and cultural rights
	Under development, aimed at release this year
	

	Impact stories about the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
	
	

	Main webpages of the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
	
	For basic information about the two Committees
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