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Statement by the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the occasion of COP30, 
Belém, Brazil
The Committee on the Rights of the Child recalls that the climate crisis poses serious and foreseeable risks to the realization of children’s rights under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols. As the Committee affirmed in its General Comment No. 26 (2023), States Parties have immediate and continuing obligations to prevent foreseeable harm to children arising from environmental degradation, including climate change.
The Committee affirmed that every child has the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment. It further notes that climate impacts already interfere with children’s rights to life, survival and development; to the highest attainable standard of health; to education; to adequate food, water and housing; to protection from violence and displacement; and to participation in decisions affecting them. These impacts disproportionately affect children in vulnerable situations, including Indigenous children, children with disabilities, children living in poverty, and particularly girls, who often face intersecting forms of discrimination.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child, the most universally ratified human rights treaty, establishes in Article 3 that in all actions concerning children, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration. This means that the best interests of the child must guide all decision-making processes at both national and international levels. This principle, reaffirmed through the Guidance Note on Mainstreaming Child Rights launched by the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 2023, also extends to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and related frameworks. With regard to climate and environmental matters, the Committee recalls its General Comment No. 26, which clarifies that the Convention on the Rights of the Child shall serve as a central consideration in all global environmental decision-making. The General Comment further provides detailed recommendations on mitigation, adaptation, loss and damage, and climate finance: key themes for COP meetings.
The Committee calls upon the States to fulfil their obligations under the Convention in the context of climate change, including through guidance, dialogue and follow-up to recommendations and stands ready to continue supporting them. The 2025 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP 30) presents an important opportunity for States to demonstrate coherence between their commitments under the UNFCCC and their legally binding obligations under the Convention.
The rights, well-being and dignity of present and future generations of children require urgent, coordinated and children's rights-based climate action.
Ends. 
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