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GENEVA
27 November 2025
We welcome the news that following a recent acquittal by an appeals court in Qatar, Baha’i citizen Remy Rowhani was released after months of incarceration on grounds of religion.
In its verdict (English and Arabic), the appeals court reviewed the evidence against Mr. Rowhani, and concluded that he neither raised doubt about the tenets or teachings of Islam nor promoted the Bahá’í faith or any ideology contrary to Islamic law. The charges, therefore, lacked essential basis. 
Remy Rowhani, a 71-year-old Qatari citizen, who serves as Chairperson of the National Assembly of the Baha’is of Qatar, was arrested on 28 April 2025 based on an alleged offense under the Cyber Crime Prevention Law No. 14 of 2014. Authorities referred to an X social media account representing the Baha’i community of Qatar and indicated that the allegations were considered a state security matter. In August 2025, a court sentenced Mr. Rowhani to five years in prison. 
We have previously expressed our serious concern that Mr. Rowhani’s detention was demonstrative of a broader and disturbing pattern of targeted discrimination and persecution of the Baha’i minority and its members in Qatar based on their religious affiliation and identity. We hope that the positive news about his release is also indicative of further progress toward the full realization of freedom of religion or belief in Qatar. The verdict upheld human rights in insisting that the Court cannot and should not adjudicate or interrogate belief, that the Qatari Constitution upholds freedom of religion or belief for all, including for non-Muslims, that ‘there is no contradiction between the right to freedom of religion or belief and the right to freedom of opinion and expression’, and that the Islamic Sharia itself affirms these freedoms.
We persist in our expectation that the Qatari Government will continue to take steps to lift remaining restrictions on freedom of religion or belief, freedom of opinion and expression, freedom of assembly and association, and the right to take part in social, political and cultural life of members of all religious minorities including Baha’is.  
In this respect, we appreciate that the Qatari Government had sent a follow-up letter, informing us of Mr. Rowhani’s acquittal and stressing Qatar’s ongoing commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights and freedom of belief. 
END
*The experts: 
Nazila Ghanea, Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief | OHCHR;
Irene Khan, Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression | OHCHR;
Gina Romero, Special Rapporteur on freedom of peaceful assembly and of association | OHCHR;
Ganna Yudkivska (Chair-Rapporteur), Matthew Gillett (Vice-Chair on Communications), Miriam Estrada Castillo (Vice-Chair on Follow-Up), Mumba Malila, and Ethan Hee-Seok Shin, Working Group on Arbitrary Detention | OHCHR.
Special Rapporteurs/Independent Experts/Working Groups are independent human rights experts appointed by the United Nations Human Rights Council. Together, these experts are referred to as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work. While the UN Human Rights office acts as the secretariat for Special Procedures, the experts serve in their individual capacity and are independent from any government or organization, including OHCHR and the UN. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the UN or OHCHR.
Country-specific observations and recommendations by the UN human rights mechanisms, including the special procedures, the treaty bodies and the Universal Periodic Review, can be found on the Universal Human Rights Index https://uhri.ohchr.org/en/
For inquiries and media requests, please contact: hrc-sr-freedom of religion@un.org.
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