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Statement on persons with disabilities affected by armed hostilities impacting civilian infrastructure in the Middle East,  the Arab Gulf region and the Persian region
The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities expresses its serious concern regarding the effect on persons with disabilities due to the escalation of hostilities and military threats affecting the Middle East, which have targeted critical civilian infrastructure, including energy facilities, airports, telecommunications networks and medical centres, with particular attention in the Arab Gulf region and the Persian Region.
Persons with disabilities, who constitute approximately 15 per cent of the world’s population, according to estimations by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Bank, are disproportionately affected in situations of armed conflict and humanitarian emergencies. In the affected regions, where approximately 30 million persons with disabilities are estimated to reside in the Arab region and across the broader Middle East, the impact of hostilities is not limited to general harm but results in a disproportionate effect on their rights, safety, and dignity.
The Committee notes with concern that persons with disabilities face significantly higher risks in situations of armed conflict, including mortality rates up to two to four times higher than those of persons without disabilities. In the context of the affected regions, where essential services are disrupted, the situation of persons with disabilities becomes particularly acute.
The disruption of civilian infrastructure, including electricity networks, healthcare systems, transportation, and communications, has severe and foreseeable consequences for persons with disabilities. The breakdown of such systems leads to the failure of life-sustaining medical equipment, interruption of essential healthcare, and significant barriers to evacuation and access to safety. In highly industrial  and densely populated regions, these effects result in disproportionate harm to persons with disabilities.
The Committee notes with concern patterns of conduct that may raise issues under the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, related international human rights law and international humanitarian law. The Committee recalls that parties to a conflict are bound to respect the fundamental duties governing the conduct of hostilities, including the principles of distinction, proportionality and precaution. The targeting of, or damage to, civilian infrastructure essential for the survival of the population, places civilians with disabilities at immediate risk and underscores the importance of compliance with these duties.
The Committee, recalling articles 5, 9, 10, 11, 21, 25 and 32 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, reiterates that all States parties are required, in accordance with their obligations under international law, to take all necessary measures to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including armed conflict and humanitarian emergencies. States parties must ensure accessibility to essential services, including the physical environment, transportation, information and communications, and must guarantee the right to the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination.
The Committee further recalls that all rights under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities remain in force at all times and must be effectively protected. It emphasizes that situations of armed conflict do not diminish the obligations of States parties under the Convention.
The Committee calls on all concerned States parties to:
· Ensure full compliance with their obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related international law, including by taking all necessary measures to guarantee the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of armed conflict and humanitarian emergencies. 
· Take all feasible precautions to avoid or minimise harm to civilian populations, with disabilities including by preventing damage to civilian infrastructure essential for the survival, dignity and autonomy of persons with disabilities, including healthcare systems, energy networks, transportation, and communications. 
· Ensure the continuity of healthcare, including access to medical treatment, assistive devices, and essential support services for persons with disabilities. 
· Guarantee the accessibility of services, information, and communications in all response measures, including in emergencies for persons with disabilities. 
· Ensure that the specific situation and needs of persons with disabilities are fully considered in all preparedness, response and recovery measures. 
· Promote transparency by providing accessible information, as appropriate, on measures taken to protect the rights and safety of persons with disabilities. 
· Ensure that the disproportionate impact of hostilities on persons with disabilities is duly considered in efforts to protect civilian populations.
· Continue to address the disproportionate impact of hostilities on persons with disabilities in relevant policy and protection measures.
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